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Before the antebellum South, there was another South, the area of the
ea..,lern Spanish Borderlands. From 1783 to 1795 Spain claimed much of
present-day Tennessee, Arkansas, Missouri, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Florida. Spanish governors and commanders made brilliant but
unsuccessful improvisations to maintain claims to the area. In 1795 Spain gave
up her claims to the Ohio Valley and the Natchez district to the United States.
Spain's retreat from the South was just beginning. In 1803, after convoluted
diplomatic dealings, the United States purchased Louisiana from France,
which hadjust recovered it from Spain. I The eastern Spanish Borderlands, less
parts of the Gulf Coast and Florida, became the Anglo-American Old
Southwest. In studies of this area, little notice is given to the Spanish story.2
Attempts to tell any story from the Spanish Borderlands must first deal
with two barriers. One is the national tale of the seemingly irreversible AngloAmerican advance across the North American continent. Another "is the old
'Black Legend' of Spanish cruelty deeply imbedded in the mentality of the
English-speaking world.'" This paper will present the actions of army deserters
and runaway slave& to show that not everything went the Anglo-American's
way all the time. The experiences of these two groups also show a humanitarian
and inclusive side of Spanish frontier society not often realized.
Deserting soldiers and runaway ~laves have neither been studied
extensively nor together. The successful acts of desertion or running away left
little evidence except reports or notices. No moral comparison can be made
between soldiers and slaves. yet both their status's deprived them of many. if
not all, rights before the law. Resistance to the demands of servitude often led
them to flee. Further, in early American Louisiana, sIaveowners linked soldiers
and slaves. Soldiers provided a "psychological function" for slaveowners, who
believed soldiers a deterrent to the ever-present fear of a slave insurrcction. 4 So
when deserters and runaways both fled to Spanish territory, it was a cause for
concern for sIaveowners. Also troublesome would have been the general
inclusiveness of Spanish society on the northern frontier.
Northern New Spain possessed a heterogeneous population composed of
Europeans. Native Americans, and Africans. In particular, Texas was a racial
melting pot by the end of the eighteenth century. Foreign settlers always had
entered Texas, although officially forbidden to do so by law. The inhabitants
of Spanish Texas did not take such royal prohibitions too seriously. Foreigners
often were cla..'isified as "Spaniards" (espanoles) from their country of origin,
such as a "Spaniard from France." Spanish frontier society offered social and
ethnic mobility and a place for both deserters and mnaways from Louisiana. 5
In December 1803, General James Wilkinson led the United States'
military occupation of Louisiana with 300 regular soldiers and 200 Tennessee
militiamen. The new governor, William C.C. Claiborne, wanted such a large
force in case the mulatto and slave populations used the transfer to stage an
Lance R. Blyth is a graduate sttldellt at Northern Arizona University, FlagwlIff, ArizufUJ.
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insurrection. The insurrection did not occur and Wilkinson and Claiborne
completed the transfer of New Orleans on the twentieth of December. Not
until April 26. 1804, did Captain Edward D. Turner, First United States
Infantry, occupy Natchitoches on the new U.S.-Spanish frontier. American
deserters had crossed the frontier months ahead of him. Spanish officials in
Texas now encountered American deserters and runaway slaves at their
frontier post of Nacogdoches. 6
Nacogdoches was the eastern entrance to Spanish Texas. At the time it
was a settlement of almost 200 families with a total population of over 800.
Given its place on the trade and contraband route, most immigrants to Texas
from Louisiana preferred to stay in Nacogdoches. Nacogdoches was also an
important military post. As early as 1795 Spain positioned a military
detachment in Nacogdoches to prevent foreigners from entering Texas, and its
importance grew following the occupation of Louisiana by the United States.
The commandant of Nacogdoches typically was a captain or lieutenant
assigned from a company in San Antonio. He commanded 100 to 200 men on
patrol or at posts along the frontier, especially the Sabine River crossing.' At
least seventy-five Americans, runaway slaves and army deserters, crossed this
river into Texas between 1803 and 1808.
The American military establishment from which the deserters fled
numbered 2,732 men in 1804. The garrison of Orleans Territory, the modern
state of Louisiana, was 547 men of which 119 served in posts on the United
States-Spanish frontier. 8 The anny recruited many soldiers in Tennessee and
Kentucky, some in eastern areas, and many foreigners also enlisted. The
soldiers were well paid compared to foreign armies, but not by civilian
standards, and well clothed, though often not well-housed. They faced harsh
discipline, including flogging and branding. Kat surprisingly, the soldiers
exhibited many disciplinary problems, especially drunkenness. Desertjon was
also common, especially in posts near Indian lands or foreign tenitory.9
Desertion continued as a drain on American military manpower throughout the nineteenth century.1O The problem preceded the Anny of the United
States. At one point in the 17808, sixty men deserted from the Pennsylvania
contingent of the Anny of the Confederation. Thirty of these were foreigners,
including nineteen Irish. In February. 1792, the First Regiment of Infantry of
the United States Army reported thirty-four deserters. All were in their fIrst
year of enlistment and included twelve Irish. The regiment, acknowledging the
Irish presence, offered a pardon to any who turned themselves in before the
next Saint Patrick's Day. Desertion obviously remained a problem in the
following year when one-half of all courts-martial were for desertion. 1J
The reasons why men deserted remains a thorny question. An individual
who deserted betrayed his word, broke his contract, and stained his honor.
Nevertheless, a number of factors encouraged desertion. These early American
soldiers faced a bleak life, with poor quarterf\, a disorganized commissariat,
and a dull, routine existence. The only diversion soldiers had was hard
physical labor or mind-numbing drill. Turning to desertion or drink was
understandable under these conditions. In Detroit, at the end of the eighteenth
century, drunkenness and desertion went hand-in-hand. J2
Desertion was not without its risks. Deserters faced punishments that
often were against the Articles of War. The commander in Detroit sentenced
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deserters to 180 lashes, administered twenty-five at a time, and even had one
deserter shot.1.1 By the 1820s the United States Anny had begun to take steps
to deal with desertion. A report by the adjutant general in 1826 noted that most
desertions took place in the first year of enlistment. The report blamed the
desertions on the poor class of recruit attracted by the low pay offered for
military service. It noted that a deserter "commonly reverts to original
society."14 Two years later the Army forwarded another report to Congress
entitled "Increase of Pay to Non-commis~ioned Officers and Privates of the
Army as a Means of Preventing Desertion."15
All of this official concern was too late to influence one John Nicolas,
who presented himself to the Spanish commandant in Nacogdoches on
November 9, 1803. The commandant did not know what to do with Nicolas
and requested instructions from the governor of Texas. He also wisely noted
that he expected more American deserters. The governor, in his turn, requested
guidance from his superior, the commandant general of the Internal Provinces.
Meanwhile, deserters kept arriving. John Smith, Scottish, and John Davis,
American, were in Nacogdoches by New Year's Day, 1804.'6 Michael Brown,
an Irishman, showed up on January 26. Six more arrived during February.
Four, James Breon, William Numan, Francis Born, and Francis McCoy, were
Irish, the last two from Donegal. David Korkens and Sergeant Robert Tarp
were both Americans. 17
The commandant of Nacogdoches, obviously feeling overwhelmed,
recommended moving the deserters to San Antonio or even farther to
Coahuila. The group of ten deserters did not initially move and appear to have
settled into life at Nacogdoches. They planted crops in June, and Vicente
Michaly, a Spanish settler, wanted Tarp to accompany him to San Antonio,
though the governor did not allow it. The commandant general ordered that
they be allowed to harvest crops before sending them on farther into Texas,lR
By August 1804, Brown, Numan, Born, and Davis had returned to Louisiana
to receive pardons, Smith had gone to San Antonio, and the rest of the
deserters stayed in Nacogdoches.
The Spanish commandant recorded detailed information about the five
who remained. John Nicolas was a forty-five year-old laborer from
Connaught, Ireland. David Korkens, from New London. Connecticut, was
thirty years old, and also a laborer. James Breon was another laborer from
Leinster, Ireland, and forty-three years old. Robert Tarp, thirty, a carpenter
from Northhampton County, North Carolina, and Francis McCoy, also thirty,
a laborer from Donegal, Ireland, completed the group. Presumably, these five
eventually made their way to the interior of northern New Spain. 19
This first group of deserters receded and not for another year did the problem
of deserters appear to have confronted the officials of Nacogdoches. Then, on
August 2, 1805, Jacob Boyens deserted to Spanish territory. He was the first of
three more Americans: Peter Patterson, William Grey, and John Gretis. American
troops apprehended two other deserters on Spanish soil. The commandant in
Nacogdoches requested that his American opposite at Natchitoches tum these two
over to him and the governor of Texas supported this bold demand. Unfortunately,
there is no evidence if the demand met with success. 2lI
The governor expressed a concern that some deserters might he spies. He
advised officials in Nacogdoches to send any suspicious deserters to San
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Antonio immediately. He also noted that if any of the deserters possessed
needed skills, they were to work for their subsistence at Nacogdoches. No
matter what, however, the governor ordered that deserters were not to be
turned over to the Americans. By the beginning of November 1805, most of
the deserters were helping to harvest com. Two were on their way to San
Antonio, where they arrived on the twentieth of the month. ~1
In 1806, more deserters from the U.S. came to Texa.'\. On January 23, one
deserter presented himself in Nacogdoches. Two more appeared on February 5.
Again, the governor warned the commandant inNacogdoches to beware of spies
posing as deserters, Apparently officials did not perceive these three deserters as
spies, for they did not depart for Coahuila via San Antonio until August. The
youngest deserter suffered from syphilis and did not continue to Coahuila. He
entered the military hospital in San Antonio. The commandant there made
preparations to send the other two on to Chihuahua. They apparently did not
relish the idea of life in nonhero New Spain. The commandant caught Pita, and
the other deserter, name unknown, trying to flee San Antonio early in September.
The commandant recommended sending them back to Nacogdoches,
presumably so that they could return to American territory.22
One especially interesting case of a deserter in 1806 was that of Stephen
Richards. Richards deserted to Nacogdoches on August 1. By October he was
in San Antonio, where officials discovered that he was a Spanish citizen. He
did not wish to continue his military career in the service of Spain, declining
to serve as an interpreter, so the commandant at San Antonio ordered him
escorted to the frontier to carry out this service. 21
Spanish fears that some deserters might be spies or would spread false
information may have had some basis in fact. In May 1806, an American
deserter from the post in Opelousas claimed to have crucial information. The
commandant in Nacogdoches provided him a horse to go to San Antonio. The
governor later reported that his information had been unimportant. But
Spanish commanders derived some intelligence from the deserters. One
reported the number of American troops in Natchitoches and that the
militiamen refused to serve. The commandant general appeared to have
believed the information accurate, 24
By the end of 1806 approximately twenty American deserters had passed
through Nacogdoches into Texas. Spanish authorities allowed those who
professed the Catholic faith to settle in Coahuila or Nueva Vizcaya (modernday Chihuahua). Protestants had to remain in Texas under close supervision,
but a search uf San Antonio by the commandant revealed no American
deserters at the beginning of 1807. Other evidence exists about these newest
of northern New Spain's settlers, however. On December 28, 1806, the
commandant general, returning to Chihuahua from San Antonio, encountered
the American Martin Henderson on the northern bank of the RIO Grande, The
commandant general believed him to be a deserter who had been Jiving among
the Indians and sent him to the Presidio of Rio Grande. 25
There the story would have ended, except Zebulon Montgomery Pike
reported on Henderson in his journal. He interviewed Henderson in June 1807,
while leaving Spanish territory under escort. Henderson stated he had been
born in Virginia but was in Louisiana by 1806. With several companions he
entered Texas, became separated from his friends, and Indians captured him
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and took most of his possessions. They directed him to San Antonio, but he
missed it, and ended up on the Rio Grande. Pike learned from his soldiers that
Henderson was actually a man named Trainer, who was wanted for the murder
of a Major Bashier in Tennessee. Upon Pike's report, the Spanish seized
HendersonlTrainer and incarcerated him, much to Pike's satisfaction. 26
This was not Pike's only encounter with deserters in Spanish territory. On
May 19, 1807, he met a deserter to whom he gave some money. For unknown
reasons, the commandant general reported this to the governor of Texas. A few
days later Pike met Christopher Pratt. Pratt had deserted from Louisiana to
Texas in July 1806. Pike also encountered a man named Griffith, who
infuriated Pike with his insolence.!? It is possible that this was the John Grefis,
who had deserted in September 1805. It appeared that many American
deserters were now part of Spanish society and another deserter petitioned the
governor of Texas to remain so on May 10, 1807.
Peter Brady had deserted from the American Army to Spanish Louisiana
in 1798. He moved to Nacogdoches in 1799 and now wished to stay; his
petition met with success on July 12, 1807. u Desertions continued throughout
the year and by September 22, there were three more deserters in Nacogdoches
and more arrived on December 9 and 17. These deserters worked to support
themselves until a patrol could escort them to San Antonio. Again, some
deserters did not rel1sh the thought of leaving Nacogdoches. Two tled their
escort to San Antonio on January 10, 1808. But more kept arriving. On
January 25, John D. Hardy, a Lutheran, crossed the Sabine River into Spanish
custody. Another, name unknown, had preceded him on January 6, Hardy,
along with two unnamed deserters, arrived in San Antonio on March 2, 1808. 29
The economy of Nacogdoches may have gotten a boost on February 23,
when three carpenters deserted American service. Two, Edward Inkos and
John Estepleten, were English and Protestant. One, James Oro, was Irish and
Protestant. Yet the commandant of Nacogdoches could not allow them to stay
as what had been practice now became policy. The commandant general
ordered all deserters removed from Nacogdoches on March 18, 1808. They
were to go to San Antonio where arrangements would be made to send them
on to Chihuahua where they would work to support themselves. All deserters
from now on, without exception, would be sent to Chihuahua.V) The commandant of Nacogdoches, perhaps forewarned, began to move the deserters out of
his post on March 21. By the end of April 1808, fifteen deserters were in San
Antonio awaiting arrangements to send them to Chihuahua. The commandant
general acknowledged and approved the governor of Texas' plan.)'
One deserter from this group, Henry Nonnan, fell sick and stayed in the
military hospital in San AntonioY Deserters continued to be sent from the
frontier to the interior of New Spain throughout the summer of 1808. Some
deserters continued to be less than enthusiastic about the trip. On July 8, two
escaped their escorts. The commandant general was not happy with such
dereliction of duty by his men. By mid-August the last of the deserters which
concern us were in San Antonio. Arriving in Chihuahua on September 18, they
settled in the province. n All that was left in Nacogdoches by 1809 were the
weapons brought by the deserters. With due bureaucratic process, these ended
up with the Spanish garrison. 34
In 1809 Spanish officials considered not allowing any more deserters into
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Texas. The new governor protested, wishing either to continue allowing
deserters to enter or to establish an exchange program with the Americans. The
commandant general did not agree and denied deserters entry to Texas by 1810. 35
So the five-year example of American deserters to Nacogdoches ended, but it is
illustrative of the inclusive nature of the frontier society of northern New Spain.
The deserters to Nacogdoches were often more mature than the typical deserter
and not all appeared to have been in their first year of enlistment. Instead, the
decision to desert to Nacogdoches may have been based on a desire for a better
life. Spanish officials, for their part, protected and did not detain the deserters,
though they did not trust them. This distrust may have contributed to the
decision to send all those to the interior who professed Catholicism. Many
deserters obviously disliked the policy and it may have cut dmvn on desertions
to Texas. But some obviously thrived in Hispanic society, a surprisingly
inclusive society. Runaway slaves also took advantage of this inclusiveness.
Runaway slaves pose as interesting a historical subject as do army
deserters. Research on runaway slaves in eighteenth-century South Carolina
and Virginia has revealed that, typically, a runaway was a single young male.
In Virginia during the eighteenth century, of 1500 runaway slave notices in
newspapers, only 142 listed women, the remainder were men, and only 138
had been born in Africa. They had undergone acculturation and had an "altered
perception of self' leading to their resisting slavery by running away.36
In South Carolina, the average runaway was, again, a male, single, aged
eighteen to thirty, and had at least two previous owners. Only one in five was
female. Group runaways, which did occur, often posed a threat to the
community because they stole to survive or attacked other people. Fugitives,
when caught, suffered punishment by being placed in irons, whipped, or
mutilated. Slaves ran away for any number of reasons, but major ones
included being sold often or overworked. Some runaways attempted to join the
maroons, independent bands, or flee to other communities. In South Carolina
runaways sometimes succeeded in joining the Florida Indians and the Spanish
government in Florida offered them protection. 37
In French Louisiana, runaways often fled to Spanish territories. An
established route for runaways appeared to have followed the Mississippi
River up to the Red River, then to Natchitoches and the Spanish post at Los
Adaes. Requests from French to Spanish officials asking for the return of
fugitive slaves to stand punishment appear in the mid-eighteenth century.38
Following their takeover, American authorities found themselves in a situation
similar to the French. The Spanish crown offered asylum and protection to any
runaway slaves who entered its lands. This did not please American
slavcowncrs, who played on official fears by suggesting a slave insurrection
would occur if runaways were not retumed.3~
The runaways involved ran away in the summer and fall of 1804 to Spanish
Nacogdoches. On October 23, Alejo Cloutie of Natchitoches arrived in
Nacogdoches with five militiamen. two mulattos, and a free black. Clourie's
party searched for four black males, two male mulattos, a black female, and a
two-year-old boy. The runaways had stolen eleven horses and five firearms with
plenty of ammunition. Cloutie threatened to pursue the runaways all the way to
San Antonio if necessary. The governor of Texas refused to allow Cloutie to
come to San Antonio and ordered the commandant of Nacogdoches to protect
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any runaways until the commandant general in Chihuahua reached a decision
concerning the fate of the runaways. The Spanish consul in New Orleans
requested that the commandant in Nacogdoches turn over any runaways to the
Americans with a pledge of non-abuse. The royal orders should be suspended,
the consul felt, due to rumors of a slave insurrection in Louisiana.40
The pressure on the commandant in Nacogdoches proved too much and
he turned the runaways he had caught over to the Americans. He explained
that a Spaniard, probably one of the mulattos, had instigated the flight. He also
stated he was unfamiliar with the royal order granting protection to runaway
slaves. The commandant did offer to protect any runaways in the future. The
commandant's actions infuriated his superior. the commandant general. The
commandant general wished to know why the commandant of Nacogdoches
sent out a search party without orders and why he personally delivered the
runaways to Natchitoches in November, also without orders. The commandant
general further instructed the governor of Texas to obey the royal order on
runaways, despite the consul in New Orleans. Runaways were to be kept in
Nacogdoches, for to return them would disobey the king and infringe upon
their rights. While awaiting a decision about their fate, they were to live by
their own labor and not to leave Texas. 41
The commandant in Nacogdoches now realized he would have to answer
for his actions. He defended himself by again stating a Spanish subject had
caused the flight. He also repeated the fear of an insurrection in Louisiana, but
his protests proved futile and the governor replaced him. The new commandant in Nacogdoches reported to the governor of Texas that he understood the
orders on runaways clearly and knew what to do. The governor also informed
the consul in New Orleans that runaways would be protected in Nacogdoches.
The commandant general would, in tum. request a decision from the king.4~
Runaways did not test this policy until 1806. On May 23, eight runways
presented themselves in Nacogdoches. Interestingly they had a passport, or
travel papers, signed by a judge in Kentucky. It is possible they were traveling
to join their owner and took a side-trip. The owner, Jacob Been, unsuccessfully
attempted to recover them. The governor of Texas informed his American
counterpart in New Orleans that he had orders to retain runaways in
Nacogdoches until Spanish authorities reached a decision. The commandant
general approved the governor's actions and restated his orders that the
runaways were to be protected and were to work while awaiting a decision. 43
The frustration the Louisianians felt at this Spanish bureaucratic
stonewalling flared-up in the spring of 1807. Monsieur Pavie, a United States
citizen, visited Nacogdoches on April 20-23. On the road to the Sabine River
crossing, and back to American territory, Pavie encountered a Spanish settler
escorting a black male. Pavie identified the black as a runaway slave
belonging to Monsieur Roquier. Pavie pulled a pistol, threatened the Spaniard,
and took the runaway by force. A Spanish corporal stationed at the crossing
did not attempt to stop Pavie. perhaps fearing his pistol. The commandant in
Nacogdoches protested to the judge of Natchitoches, though nothing came of
his complaints. The abduction appears to have emboldened others. In July
1807, a runaway reached Nacogdoches and a month later Michael Gamar and
Abran (Abraham?) came to claim him and others. The commandant sent Mr.
Gamar away, presumably in a huff, as he did not have the proper passports to
emer Spanish territory.44
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Unable to personally abduct the runaways, Americans next attempted to
use the law and diplomacy to regain what they regarded as their property. In
September, Judge John C. Carr sent a petition to the Spanish commandant
requesting the return of runaways. He and his fellow petitioners felt that the
royal order protecting runaways was against the spirit of Article 20 of the
Treaty of 1795 between Spain and the United States. The article guaranteed
free access to tribunals of justice to both sides. Specifically, the petitioners
wished to send three commissioners to Nacogdoches or to San Antonio to
plead their case in a Spanish court. The petition listed seven runaways that
their owners believed to be at Nacogdoches.
The first were Juan Luis and Margarita, who had run away from Madame
Julina Bessom, a widow, on August 11, 1807. They stated they had been mistreated and wished Spanish protection. Juan Luis, when questioned. admitted that
he was not married to Margarita. His ma~ter had purchased her for him fifteen
years earlier and they had lived as husband and wife. Juan Luis also added that
another reason he and Margarita had fled was that both were good Catholics and
wished to be married by the Church. The commandant separated them until a
ceremony could be performed; the governor soon legalized their marriage.
Other runaways included Luis, owned by Lieutenant Rambien, Peray or
Yery, by Monsieur Bloodworth, and another Luis owned by San Prie Davien.
Francisco Roquier, who seems to have had a runaway problem, claimed that
Coffe and Narcisco were in Nacogdoches. Only Narcisco reached Spanish
protection~ pursuers seized Caffe before he crossed the Sabine River. Roquier
assumed that both were in Nacogdoches, a reasonable assumption under the
circumstances. The Spanish bureaucracy took the petition of Mr. Carr and had
passed it along by mid-September. 45
Governor Claiborne attempted to put his weight behind the petition.
asking the commandant general to turn all the runaways over to him as chief
magistrate of Orleans Territory. At the same time, Claiborne complained to
Secretary of State James Madison that runaways still received Spanish
protection. Perhaps because of this interest, the Spanish responded quickly,
though predictably. The commandant general replied on October 28 that the
treaty clause cited only covered recovery of property, payment of debts, and
satisfaction for damages. It did not cover persons who fled because of
mistreatment and who could fear more of the same if returned, or runaways,
in other words. However, the question of what to do with the runaways still
awaited a royal decision, and the commandant general felt that any action by
him might do unnecessary harm. 46
Meanwhile, the runaways in Nacogdoches settled into their new
community. The commandant employed Juan Luis and Margarita as servants.
Luis, who had fled because he had been whipped and the judge of
Natchitoches had refused to intervene, worked for another settler. Narcisco,
whom Francisco Roquier had whipped when he asked for food, Ambroisio,
who fled from Opelusas after receiving punishment for not picking 100
pounds of cotton, and the other Luis, who ran away when his master whipped
his wife to death, all found employment with settlers.
The last runaway in this group, Peray or Yery, who fled when Roquier's
son-in-law mistreated him, found work with William Barr, the Indian trader.
There were another eight runways in Salcedo, a settlement further into Texas.
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The commandant general ordered all to remain where they were in March
1808. Three more runaways joined these in the next month. A male, Ponpe,
owned by Joseph Babens, a female, Maria, owned by Miniquit Babens, and a
baby, fled to Nacogdoches. Ponpe and Maria had been mistreated and showed
the scars of it. Again, the commandant separated them until a priest could
conduct the proper marriage ceremony.47
While runaways escaping to Nacogdoches received much attention, an
incident occurred in September 1807 concerning a slave running away from
Nacogdoches. Santiago, belonging to Bernardo Portolant of Nacogdoches,
was sold. Before his new owner took possession, Santiago ended up in jail as
punishment for another incident. He escaped and headed to Natchitoches. On
the way he met a group of runaways guided by an Indian going to Texas. This
encounter later led the American commander of Natchitoches to accuse
Santiago of inciting slaves to runaway. Santiago answered that if he were
going to run away he would do it with his relatives and no one else. Feeling
that Natchitoches was now too dangerous, Santiago returned to Texas, going
to San Antonio, where his story came OUt.4~
As with the group Santiago met, the Native Americans of the area played
a part in the last episode involving the runaways in Nacogdoches. On April 14,
1808, three of the runaways in Nacogdoches petitioned the governor to be
allowed to move farther into the province. Rumors had reached Nacogdoches
that the American s, legally blocked and unable to abduct their slaves
themselves, were asking Indians to take runaways from Nacogdoches by
stealth. The commandant general acknowledged the possibility of abduction
and authorized the runaways to move to the interior of the province at the end
of May 1808. However, he cautioned the governor of Texas that if enough
work could not be found, the runaways should move on to San Antonio. 49
The departure of runaways from Nacogdoches authorized in the summer
of 1808 ended this part of their story. Runaways to Spanish Nacogdoches
appear to have been within the historical nonns-single males who ran away
due to mistreatment, often at the hands of a second owner. Groups of runaways
were common, perhaps due to the presence of Spanish settlers and Native
Americans who incited and guided them along an early nineteenth-century
"underground railroad." Mo~t interesting were the runaway couples, sometimes with children~ who stated they wished to be married. How much this was
a motivation and how much it was a quick adaptation to Spanish mores is an
open question. The runaways to Texas soon became free subjects of Spain and
then Mexico. Speaking the Spanish language, with Spanish names, and practicing Catholicism, they became a part of the society of northern New Spain;'iO
The experiences of the deserters and runaways in Spanish Nacogdoches
are a remarkable illustration of the frontier society of northern New Spain.
After t1eeing to Nacogdoches to escape poor conditions or to have a bctter Ii fe,
both groups received official Spanish protection, though Spain exhibited no
coherent policy towards deserters and slaves. The protection offered may have
been as much to annoy American officials as for any humanitarian desires. Yet,
Spanish frontier society provided a place for both deserters and runaways,
though admittedly not at the top. Both groups worked for their own survival.
Both appear to have adapted to their new conditions. Those deserters who did
not wish to adapt could return to the United States, but runaways had no such
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choice. In the end, the example of deserters and runaways in Spanish
Nacogdoches should provide a point <Lfrom which thinking persons may see
themselves and reconsider their own myths. No stronger argument could be
advanced for incorporation of the Hispanic Borderlands into this nation's
knowledge of itself."51
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NICHOLAS TRAMMELL'S DIFFICULTIES
IN MEXICAN TEXAS
by Jack Jackson

BLAZING TRAMMELL'S TRACE
Nick Trammell's "difficulties" on the western frontier preceded his
arrival in Mexican Texas and began in the settlements along the White River
of Arkansas_ Concerning the Indians of the region, the historical record is
contradictory as to Nick's role among them. The Cherokees, a number of
whom had moved westward from their Tennessee homes and relocated on the
White River, complained to the governor of Missouri Territory in 1813 that
bad white men were stealing horses from them and trying to get the tribe to stir
up trouble with "honest" whites. At the top of their list were Nick Trammell
and his half-brother Morton "Mote" Askins, specifically charged with the theft
of twenty Indian ponies, which they intended to se)) in Nacogdoches, Texas.
This is rather unlikely, for horses were about the only thing that the Spaniards
of Texas had to .'ieLJ in 1813, and there was not much of a market for horses
imported into the province. Nick's and Mote's partners in crime were named
as John Wells. Joseph Carnes, Robert Armstrong~ John, Dennis. and Ignatious
Chisholm, John Williams, Robert and William Trimble, John Lafferty, Ace
Music, and Joseph Pain. As the Dawsons note, these men accused with Nick
Trammell of horse theft were aU prominent leaders in the West, "judges,
justices of the peace, and trailblazers of good reputation:"
The Cherokees, on the other hand, especially the White River band under
Chief Bowl, were notorious for stealing horse& from white settlers. In his 1819
journal, Thomas Nuttall called them "renegadoes" from tribal authority, and it
seems likely that Bowl's decision to move his people to Mexican Texas was
prompted by his Anglo neighbors' unwillingness to tolerate Indian thefts of
their horses along the White River of Arkansas. Nick's Trace approached
Nacogdoches through lands that Bowl's Cherokees were soon trying to obtain
from the Mexican government, though he blazed it prior to their arrival.
Nonetheless, for a number of years he used his road to smuggle Texas
mustangs back to Arkansas and for this purpose had erected holding pens at
convenient points along Trammell's Trace. To use these corrals and the road
itself for a traffic in horses after the Cherokees' migration to Texas in the
winter of 1819-1820, Nick must have reached an understanding with Chief
Bowl. Otherwise, Bowl's warriors would have preyed on these drives and
made them unprofitable. 2
Nick in the 1815-1819 period maintained his residence in Arkansas,
where his wife and children stayed during his activities along the Texas
frontier. He is listed in the tax records of old Lawrence County. Missouri, in
1815, just prior to the area's absorplion into Arkansas Tenitory. He was there
in un 0, along with several of his "Asky" relatives, including half-brother
Mote. Because Nick already had cut his trace into Texas by this time, it is
apparent that he attended to this dangerous task unencumbered by a family.
Such was usually the case with frontiersmen~ rarely did they haul their family
along on treks and hunts through the wilderness, only bringing them there
when a cabin had been built and enough other men were willing to move so
Jack Jackson is an illustrator in Austin. Texas.
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that the new settlement would have a measure of defense and protection from
the surrounding Indians. This was particularly applicable in Texas with its host
of Indians, none of them wanting whites to encroach on their lands. While it
is true that the Caddos were weakened by disease and were forced from their
traditional homeland on the Great Bend of the Red River by the powerful
Osages at this time, they still had warriors capable of doing considerable
mischief to small parties of frontiersmen such as Nick Trammell might lead
across their hunting grounds. Northeast Texas was also the realm of numerous
tribes of the Wichita Confederacy, plus the Comanches and other plains
warriors to the West. Indian Agent John Sibley actively lured all these tribes
to Natchitoches after the Louisiana Purchase, so that he might make them
allles of the United States rather than of Spain. 3
Although it is difficult to know exactly when Nick Trammell cut his
Trace from the Red River's Great Bend to Nacogdoches, two events seem to
have been detennining factors: lawless conditions in the Neutral Ground and
the massive earthquake that struck New Madrid in 1811. The first made
commerce hazardous between Nacogdoches and Natchitoches after 1806 l and
trade across this zone virtually came to a halt once the rebel army of Augustus
Magee and Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara was defeated by the royalists in 1813.
Not until the United States and Spain agreed on the Sabine River all a
boundary and Fort Jesup was built in 1822 did any kind of authority exist for
the Strip; even then, bandit gangs continued to operate between Natchitoches
and the Sabine border, making convoys of animals goods, or specie risky
ventures. Thus, a new route that would bypass these dangers and pennit trade
to flow in and out of Texas in its weakened condition was needed. The Spanish
residents constantly petitioned the military authorities for a resumption of
trade to Louisiana, saying that they could not otherwise avoid starvation. Such
permission was always denied, forcing the inhabitants to engage in clandestine
trade with foreigners such as Nick Trammell. 4
l

The second event that propelled movement down the Southwest TraiP
toward Texas was the New Madrid earthquake of 1811, which devastated the
Mississippi Valley from the mouth of the Ohio River some 300 miles down
into the upper region of Arkansas. This convulsion was of a magnitude since
unvisited on the United States, and mercifully so. In response to this disaster,
Congress passed a law for the relief of those who had suffered the loss of their
land and possessions. This "land-float" legislation amounted to the issuance of
new titles to land wherever the recipients might choose to locate them. The
confusion that resulted from the traffic in these "floating" certificates reached
scandalous proportions, but the result was to spur the movement of people

westward toward Texas. With them came the associated problems of land
fraud when these certificates were used to claim prime lands on the horder
because no one knew where the "border" actually ran, and authorities in
Arkansas claimed jurisdiction to a large section of present-day Texas located
west of the Great Bend between the Red River and its Sulphur Fork. It was
called Miller County, and this "county" extended into Oklahoma before it was
given to the Indians as compensation for their lands east of the Missis.sippi which the U.S. government demanded they vacate. The Trammells moved
with this exodus, and it was not until after the earthquake in 1811 that the
Southwest Trail was extended to the Ouachita River. 6
In terms of the movement of settlers down the Southwest Trail to

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

17

Miller County, many came armed with New Madrid land claims and located
them where they pleased-some even below the Red River. As noted, the
boundary was uncertain and remained so for years. It was with such a claim,
bought from the bank of St. Louis, that Stephen F. Austin and his brother-inlaw James Bryan joined friends from Arkansas in establishing themselves at
the new town of Fulton near the Red River below Washington. But the surrounding country was all a wilderness, Washington itself not being "founded"
until 1819. This was the same year that Arkansas Territory was organized and
John English's log cabin on Ozan Creek denominated a....; the "seat of Justice"
for newly formed Hempstead County. In his attempt to sell lots in Fulton,
Austin placed advertisements in the Arkansas Gazette in December 1819 that
called Trammell's Trace the most direct route for migration from Missouri and
the eastern states to Texas, running as it did through his aspiring community
of Fulton. Austin and Bryan had trading posts in Fulton and on the "Long
Prairie," from which points they hoped to supply emigrants en route to Texas.
Austin was appointed judge of the circuit court for this district in 1820. By this
we know that Nick's Trace was already a recognized route while Texas was
ruled by Spain and that Stephen F. Austin, the "Father of Texas," was aware of
the route's value before he actually set foot in Texas itself.'
So when did Nick Trammell first cut his extension of the Southwest Trail
down to Nacogdoches? I would venture that 1814 or 1815 are probable dates,
if not earher; the Dawsons suggest a date of 1813,8 Regardless of the precise
date, it should be recognized that Trammell's Trace was an extension of the
lower end of the Southwest Trail, which itself was probably an ancient pathway used by the Indians in their trade network with tribes on the Mississippi.
Anglo frontiersmen such as the TrammeHs were quick to recognize the utility
of these Indian traces and adopt them to their own purposes.
Past Fulton, Nick's Trace crossed the Red River jm,t below its Great Bend
and ran southwesterly, taking advantage of the highest ground available in the
floodplain. It skirted Lake Comfort on the south and crossed McKinney
Bayou, where it left the bottomlands and continued on a westerly course. The
present Texas-Arkansas line was crossed about three and a half miles north of
Texarkana. Then the Trace bears southwesterly again, crossing Highway 82
and a railroad track about half a mile west of Nash; Trammell once had a camp
and stockade corral there. Bypassing the towns of Redwater and Maud, it
intersected Highway 8 about one and a half miles south of the latter (own.
Thence, in a gradual curve to the southwest, the Trace crossed Sulphur River
at what became known as Epperson's Ferry, once Mark Epperson erected one
here sometime in the 1830s. Texarkana Dam has left the site of the old
crossing under water.
From Epperson's ferry site, Nick's Trace continued on southwesterly and
passed into the Latimer survey about one-quarter mile south of present Bryan's

Mill. Seven miles beyond, it entered the Barecraft survey and swung sharply to
the south. Within this survey (the names given because the original plat maps
show the course of the Trace), another trail joined Nick's route. It was called
"Spanish Trace" and led northwesterly to Stephenson's Ferry on the Sulphur
River some five miles distant. From there it continued in the same direction to
Jonesborough on the Red River, and a fork in the road connected to Pecan Point
downstream. Trammell certainly used this "Spanish Trace," and there is some
evidence that he blazed it, once settlers of these communities decided to move

18

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

south into the interior of Texas. The ghost town of Unionville, once in Davis
(now Cass) County, was near the junction of these two trails.
From this point the Trace ran almost due south for fifteen miles, passed
just east of Hughes Springs, and continued on a gradual curve to a crossing of
Big Cypress Bayou about four and one-half miles west of Jefferson. Tradition
says that Nick had a stockade corral on the north side of the crossing. Beyond,
the location of the Trace is well established by maps associated with the
organization of Harrison County (1839), and it also was the dividing line
between Rusk and Panola counties. From the Jefferson area it forded Little
Cypress near the train crossing to Dallas. About three and one-half miles east
of Marshall, it intersected Highway 80 and continued southeasterly to Hagerty
Creek. Then it went through a long southwestern arc to the Sabine River,
crossing it about two miles below the mouth of Cherokee Bayou at what some
old maps call the "Cherokee Crossing" and others call "Ramsdale's Ferry."
Here the Trace left Harrison County and meandered in a southerly
direction for about twenty-five miles, forming the Rusk-Panola boundary. It
crossed Highways 43 and 149 at Tatum and ran southward some thirteen and
one-half miles east of Henderson, where the State of Texas erected a monument to Nicholas "Trammel" and his Trace in 1936. From approximately
midway between Henderson and Carthage, the trail veered slightly southeastward to Mount Enterprise and then due south about twenty-six miles to
Nacogdoches. According to Hunt and Randel's Map of Texas (1839), this final
stretch ran near the present highway between these two towns. The overall
length of Trammell's Trace was 180 miles, and the Dawsons note that this
length is sustained by the "record."9
Besides the Centennial monument and a plaque erected above Texarkana
later on, another such marker was placed on Highway 149 near Tatum in 1976,
which spelled the name wrong and gave some suspect infonnation. It is stated
that Nick surveyed the route in 1813 "for the U.S."'o I have never seen any
evidence that he cut the Trace under authority of the U.S. government, for this
was Spanish territory. Also, the United States was in an awkward position
concerning its neutrality with Spain and was under criticism for allowing
anned expeditions, such as the Magee-Gutierrez "Green Flag" republican
army, to leave American soil and overthrow Spanish rule in Texas." I believe
that Nick ;'surveyed" this route to exploit the smuggling possibilities offered
by a Texas on the brink of slipping its chains of colonial rule. His intent was
to traffic in hides, horses, cattle, and slaves--obtained in any manner possible.
There were many rough-and-ready individuals on the frontier at this time, men
more than eager to assist Nick's private schemes for a piece of the action.
According to the reports of later Mexican officials, Nick Trammell's
associates included men of this type-"criminals" of the worst sort.
THE RED RIVER SETTLEMENTS
The two predominantly Anglo settlements above the Great Bend of the
Red River-Pecan Point and Jonesborough-are cases in point, and we know
that many of the settlers there were people with whom the TrammeJls had been
associated on their move West. The first wave may have been a wilder sort, but
they were frontiersmen and they probably had much in common with Nick
Trammell. Dr. John Sihley, the federal government's eyes and ears at
Natchitoches, did not think much of these people. Writing on December 31,
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1811, he described them as follows:
"There is a party of Bad Men. fugitive~ from the different jails in the United
States, who have settled themselves at the Pecan Point on Red River about
500 miles by water from this Town. The names of those 1 have heard of, are
Glover, Colton, Parkham, Armstrong, Coots, Harper. Gibbons, Kelly, Fouts,
Turner, Rogers, Patton, Lucas, Williams, Dixon, Knowlton, Spears, & some
Spaniards & Runaway Negroes. These people are Enemies to all law &
good order, and most of them would have been hanged if they had remained
in the United States. The Indians have killed one of them by the name of
Dixon. They have imposed upon the Indians by forged passports; they are
all murderers, thieves & robbers. and doing all the mischief they can
amongst the Indian~. Their party is augmenting and will give us trouble
before long, if they are not broken up. They are planting corn, etc & appear
as though they intended to settle themselves peI1llllnently, which will be an
Assylum for Runaway Negroes & all Bad People."12
If Indian Agent Sibley's information was correct, this was the class. of
men with whom Nick Trammell would have had to deal in using his Trace, for
it ran just eastward of the Pecan Point settlement. There is hardly anything
available to document their activities, much less to say whether Nick enlisted
them in his smuggling enterprises. From Sibley's description, they resemble
the lawless characters who inhabited the Neutral Ground-the type of people
who sought the fringes of society throughout westward expansion to keep at
ann's length the restrictions that "civilization" invariably imposed on its
wilder types, men who wished to live by their wits and their physical prowess.
Hunters, trappers, and Indian traders fell into this category. To Sibley, they
were beyond the pale, and two characteristics doomed them in his estimation:
they bothered his Indians and they sheltered runaway slaves. From what we
shall shortly learn about Nick Trammell and slaves, it is extremely unlikely
that he would have blended into such a community-unless to collar and take
these runaways to the nearest market.
A better class of people soon learned about the agricultural prospects of
this region and moved there after Nick had blazed his Trace to Nacogdoches.
One was Claiborne Wright and his family, who arrived in 1815. He had helped
Nick's Uncle Phillip at his salt works in Shawneetown. Illinois, prior to this
latest move, and one suspects that he learned of the prospects of the country
from Nick's relatives. Wright named his third homesite "Shawneetown" in
memory of his friend Phillip Trammell; it was situated above the river and
established in 1820, after U.S. troops sent from Fort Smith had made the
settlers vacate their homes north of the river. Once the troops left, many of
them moved back, but others remained on the south bank. They did so at their
own peril, because Mexico considered them squatters and their settlements
illegal. The Indians were troublesome as well, especially the Choctaws, who
had been promised a reservation on the north side of the Red River. 1J
About sixty Choctaws settled at Pecan Point, on the south side of the
river, in 1822. These warriors were said to be outlaws from their own tribe,
and they acted as intermediaries in the traffic in stolen horses being carried {In
by white men between Nacogdoches and Arkansa5;. Nick Trammell was
supposedly the main instigator and participant in this horse-running. If so, the
Indians committed the actual thefts. George Wright wrote in his memoir that
in 1820-1821 the Choctaws "made frequent inroads upon the sparsely settled
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portions and succeeded in stealing almost all the horses that were in the
country and left the people to make corn with the hoes entirely ... ."14 Such
problems increased when other immigrant tribes such as the Shawnee,
Delaware, and Kickapoo streamed into the area in the 1820s-all of them fond
of horses left to graze in the open, especially horses without alert and wellanned owners around to protect them.
A letter written by William Rabb in the summer of 1821 to the governor
of Texas from "Jonesborough, south side of Red River," captures the mood of
the settlers in this contested border zone. Rabb, a resident of three years, said it
was the opinion of most "intelligent" men that their section of country fell into
the Province of Texas. Their settlement contained about eighty families, all of
which, "with the exception of a few," were honorable and industrious people.
but recent events were ruining them. The north side had been sold to the
Choctaws, and the U.S. government no longer provided protection to settlers in
the region. In the absence of recognized authority, all residents of the area were
obliged to pay "enormous contributions to maintain a bunch of public grafters"
and were "almost daily forced to submit to the most terrible insults and injuries,
without hope of seeing the end of our misfortunes." Worse, the settlers on the
river's north side were carrying on a "direct trade with the Comanches,
furnishing them with all the munitions of war and receiving in exchange a great
number of horses, many of which bear the Spanish brand." Rabb thought that
this "selfish and illegal traffic" would prove "very injurious" and urged the
governor to extend protection to the area's residents. Otherwise, he and other
respectable citizens would be forced to return to the United States or move
down to Austin's colony because of the "oppressive hands of these miserable
rascals, who have no compassion, and who~--without any reason whateverdestroy our peace and devour our sustenance."15

From this letter and the foregoing account it is easy to see that
considerable opportunity for a profitable horse traffic existed along
Trammell's Trace during this era. Whether Nick was one of the "miserable
rascals" about which Rabb complained is unknown, but his association with
many of the settlement's honorable people suggests not. When the Daniel
Davis family moved to the area in 1818, they likely were brought by Nick
Trammell-who also moved his family to Pecan Point around this time.'~
Daniel had grown to manhood in the Duck River settlement of Tennessee, his
father John being closely connected with the Trammells and following the
migration to Missouri. Daniel was a trapper and bear and buffalo hunter; Sam
Houston visited his house en route to Texas in 1832. His son Andrew, hom in
Jonesborough, remembered Nick Trammell favorably in his memoir and also
the Trace that the family had used when moving to the interior of Texas:
"Soon after the death of my mother [in January 18331, on account of Indian
troubles, my father moved to what is now Shelby County. The move from
Jonesborough to the settlements in Eastern Texas, the region of
Nacogdoches and San Augustine, had to be made by the use of pack horses,
with the Mexican ciax, a large saddlebag made of rawhide ....There had
never been a road made for any kind of wheeled conveyance across this
country. Some years before, Mr. Tramel cut a hridle-way from Jonesborough to Nacogdoches and moved his family and a considerable amount
of stock [emphasis added]. My father [Daniel] use the Tramel trail, or
Tramel trace, as it was generally called. He moved about one hundred head
of cattle and about fifty head of horses."'7
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This spur of Trammell's Trace was called "Spanish Trace" on old maps
and on early petitions for the formation of new counties in northeastern Texas.
It was made to serve the families in Jonesborough and Pecan Point who had
grown weary of contending with Indians and the uncertain political
jurisdiction of the Red River counties and wished to try their luck in the
interior of Texas. Along with the family of Daniel Davis, Trammell had moved
his family from White River, Arkansas, to Red River, Texas, by 1818. Shortly
thereafter, Nick took his family down the Trace to Nacogdoches, with a
«considerable amount of stock." Outlaws and rascals do not usually have their
families along with them, and certainly not if they are running guns to
Comanches for stolen horses with Spanish brands. This is not to say that Nick
was innocent of such things; he probably cut his Trace for these reasons, and
buyers of his horses did not care what kind of brands they wore, Spanish or
otherwise. Nick Trammell was only doing what Philip Nolan had done several
decades earlier, and what many other Texians would do for decades afterwards
with livestock having Spanishfierros emblazoned on their 1lanks.
The timetable given in Andrew Davis' memoir coincides with Nick's
firming up his square mile of land back in Arkansas on the White River in
1817, because he could not get anything for it unless the title was "'proved."
This land was sold in 1821, after Nick had moved his family to the Red River
settlement. ls He, like many other men with families in the area, probably heard
of the new prospects around Nacogdoches now that Mexico had achieved its'
independence and Anglo empresarios were empowered to make liberal grants
to immigrants who were married men. Nick just happened to go down his
Trace with his family a little earlier than most of his neighbors in the Pecan
Point and Jonesborough settlements. As evidence in the Nacogdoches
Archives (NA) will show, he had not entirely "cleaned up his act" when he
decided to move again, but neither were the authorities without fault in the
troubles that ensued for him in the Piney Woods. In fact, it seems that he was
as much sinned against as a sinner himself, for Nick fell victim in Texas to a
political situation not of his making.

INTO MEXICAN TEXAS
Andrew Davis confirms that "A Mr. Nicholas Tramel was the first man to
move his family from the Red River Country prior to 1825 to Nacogdoches."
He described how Nick had opened a road from Jonesborough-Pecan Point to
the "East" with chopping axes and hatchets so pack horses could pass over it. 19
Whether he meant the spur that ran southeastward and connected to the Trace
at Old Unionville, or another route directly east that connected these
settlements to Long Prairie and Fulton, is unknown, but such a route existed
and was called the "Ridge Road." It seems likely that Nick would have cut
such a path for those not traveling by boat to the settlements upriver. Another
such Hdelour" linked these settlements to the outside world during the rainy
season. It ran from the Southwest Trail at Washington on a westerly course
through Mound Prairie and Fort Towson, reaching the old Red River ford at
Jonesborough below the mouth of the Kiamichi River. Because the upper part
of Trammell's Trace was subject to overflow from the Red River, travelers to
Texas also used this route. It is uncertain if Nick blazed it or not, but from
Jonesborough they could use the "Spanish Trace" spur to connect with his
Trace to Nacogdoches. This spur from the upper towns we know he blazed,
according to Andrew Davis. 20
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Davis provides a good idea of the gear that frontiersmen such as
Trammell used to transport their goods on these rude trails. It was Spanish in
origin, a pack saddle with things stuffed not in little bags but into two large
packs attached on each side to the saddle framework itself. These "Mexican
ciaxes" came equipped with a large rawhide flap to protect cargo from the rain.
"You could carry a feather bed in one of them. These were used by Nicholas
Tramel, in fact everybody used them in that early day."21 Such pack saddles
had been used on the mule trains that traversed Spanish Texas for a century.
As with other Spanish horse gear and equipment found upon their arrival, the
Anglos were quick to adopt them-a procedure that had started with Philip
Nolan's mustanging forays in the 17908. Thus, the lasso, horned saddles, and
even the Spaniard's type of pack saddles passed into the Anglo sphere.
Where Nick stayed with his family in the Nacogdoches jurisdiction is
unknown, but he was there by January 16, 1824. On that day Alcalde Juan
Seguin (different than the Seguin who fought at San Jacinto years later),
ordered Trammell to answer "a plea of Debt brought before me by John York."
From this, it is even difficult to say who owed the debt-York or TrammelJbut one assumes that Nick owed York money and the latter was trying to
collect through the municipal court system. So, with this scrap of paper from
the Nacogdoches Archives, it is safe to say that Nick Trammell was residing
in the vicinity of Nacogdoches sometime before 1824. Even though his Trace
goes back at least a decade, and his presence in Texas as well, here is the sort
of "proof' that historians must have to validate oral accounts sometimes
dismissed as folklore. n
Nick next appears in the record in February, when he, William Boyce,
and Aden Bunch notified Alcalde Seguin that a man named Romano was in
confinement for a crime of which he was not guilty--{)[ so they had "good
Reasons to believe." Romano's offense was not specified, and the details of
this case, like so many others recorded in the NA, are not set forth. In most
instances we only get a glimpse of the proceedings and are left to wonder how
the matters were resolved. Many of Nick Trammell's difficulties in
Nacogdoches faU into this category: we know he was up to mischief, but not
much else. B
On June 14, 1824, Ellis P. Bean authorized John R. Foster to act as sheriff
and take Aden Bunch into custody, holding him in this condition "until
dismissed agreeable to the laws of the Mexican Nation." The reason? Nicholas
"Tramel" swore under oath that Bunch had murdered a man named Young three
days before. Foster got his man the next day, returning him to "Juscite" on June
17. Nick then gave a deposition, stating that on Monday morning of June 7 he
saw Bunch ride up to the camp of Young. This happened more than ten minutes
after he had noticed Young and a "molatto"-the fIrst of whom was now
presumably dead and the second missing. Nick's statement was endorsed by
Francis Adams ("& Co."), John York, and his son, Nathaniel TrammelJ.2~
On June 17, probably just after Sheriff Foster put the culprit in jail, Nick
gave a more detailed statement of the Bunch-Young incident to Seguin and
Bean, both of whom were maglstrates in Nacogdoches. He said he saw a
Negro and a white man (understood to be named "Young") at a campsite but
moved about 150 yards away from them. Aden Bunch rode up to the camp, but
Nick did not see what took place between them. Then he heard a "lick." After
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about fifteen minutes, Bunch came back in view with one horse following
they disappeared, so Nick waited another quarter-hour before taking up
their trail. About one and a half miles into the pursuit, he caught sight of the
Negro and kept after him. Getting closer, Nick recognized Aden Bunch in
front of the Negro, who was driving a jack and two horses toward the
"Angholeen" (Angelina) River. This testimony, one suspects, implicated the
pair in some foul play and kept Aden Bunch in the calaboose for a while.2~
him~

Was Nick Trammell only an innocent bystander to these events? It is
difficult to say, considering that earlier in the year he and Bunch had made a
joint testimony about a man ("Romano") being in jail for a crime that he did
not commit. Obviously they knew one another. yet Nick implicated Bunch in
a dastardly deed. The "lick" was a gunshot that had put poor Young in his
grave, Bunch and the Negro making off with his animals. I have not learned
how this case was resolved or whether suspicion was cast on Trammell for
being so close when the lncident took place.
Nick's fourteen-year-old son Phillip appears in the NA in August 1824,
concerning a horse race between him and another individual for the prize of a
gilt sow. Although Phillip won the race, the results were contested hecause
another man, Elison York, claimed the sow was his property and did not
belong to William "Homes," whose horse young Trammell had twice beaten
in the "rase." Later that month Nick was mentioned because of the purchase
of a Negro, said to have been a free man sold to him by John G. Jackson. The
alcalde in "Aish Bayou" (present San Augustine) alerted Stephen F. Austin to
Jackson's appearance in his district, where he had arrived about two months
previously from Alexandria on the Red River. Jackson, a "large man, of
genteel appearance about 25 years old," had with him two horses and two
Negroes. Alcalde John Sprowl bought one of the horses, only to learn later that
it had been stolen from Esquire Stokes of Rapides. Then Jackson sold one of
the Negroes "Stated to be a free marr ... to Nicolas Trarnmal near Nacogdoches." Sprowl was passing the word to Austin, lest the smooth-talking
Jackson show up in his colony and try to sell the other horse and Negro to
some unsuspecting buyer Jike himself. I have no idea how Nick came out of
this business, or what his rights were even if the Negro could have proved to
the authorities that he was a free man and not a slave. 26
After a lapse of seven months Nick again appears in the record, and it was
not a happy circumstance for him. There had been a suit, the clrcumstances of
which remain unknown, between him and Mrs. Fran~ois Villon, with Patricio
Torres being the officiating alcalde. Evidently Nick lost the case, and several
articles of his property were auctioned to pay court costs. Then, as now, the
loser had to pay these costs, and it must have been a double humiliation for
Nick to watch others take his property in a public auction. Nick's black horse
broughl $15, Joseph Durst being the high bidder, and his rifle fetched $9,
Leonard "Dubay" now its new owner. Dubois continued to be a thorn in
Nick's side, as we shall see. The auction of Nick's property came on March
16, 1825. and no frontiersman wanted to lose his horse and "rifle Gun," the
latter probably of the Kentucky variety and a prized possession. Such weapons
were difficult to obtain in Mexican Texas, much harder to replace than a
horse-even a good one. 27
That Nick was suspected often of having slaves of dubious title In his
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possession is suggested by the next incident. It came on May 13, 1825, when
John P. Coles replied to a letter from Stephen F. Austin that had been delivered
to him by Leonard Dubois. He wrote Austin:
"I am not able to get any proof here of Hall's bringing the Negro to the
colony which Mr. Dubois is claiming. Report says that Hall did assist in
bringing the Negro; he lHaH] was at Tramel's as I understood ac the time the
Negro was Brote. I know nothing of the sircumstances myself, nor neither
doo I know any person who does know any thing about It. The Negro is
either at Randon's near Groce's [plantation] or at Price's or at Hall's, if he
has not been secreted. I think it would be well to send Mr. Dubois and an
officer to Randon's immediately and sirch for the Negro, also to Price's. I
believe they are all concerned with Tramcl,"28

From this letter we may make several inferences about Nick Trammell
and what he was doing 1n Texas in 1825. First, he was associated with men
suspected of stealing slaves and probably was trafficking in the slaves so
obtained, either up his Trace or to buyers in other parts of Texas. While this
traffic was semi-legitimate in the early days of the Trace-with men such as
Jean Laffite, from his enclave of pirates on Galveston Island, supplying
Negroes to the Bowie brothers on a per-pound basis-by the mid-1820s it was
a matter of great concern to the more prosperous class of colonists. Jared E.
Groce was the largest slaveholder in Texas. On his ten-league grant on the east
bank of the Brazos above San Felipe de Austin, Groce worked over 100 slaves,
and he would have been agitated about Negro-stealers operating in his
neighborhood. So would other owners in the vicinity, for cotton was already
the Austin colony's main cash crop and slave labor made instant wealth
possible, On the other hand, Nick could have had Dubois' Negro at his place,
if the "Report" was true, to spite this Frenchman for getting his favorite rifle
at auction several months previously and refusing to let him buy it back.
Certain it is that Dubois felt powerless to recover his Negro from Trammell
and was soliciting assistance from other prominent men in the colony.
More on this affair comes from a deposition before Austin by William
Pryor, who had been summoned to testify by Dubois. Pryor stated that the
previous January Nick had been at the deponent's house on the Brazos, and
Trammell had told him that the Negro named Gabriel-who was in dispute
between him and Mana Louise "Veillon" at Nacogdoches-was then in his
possession "at his House on the Angelina." Pryor added that he had not seen
this Negro since the lawsuit took place in Nacogdoches between Trammell and
Mrs. Villon about the ownership of Gabriel. nor did he know how the Negro
had been brought to Austin's colony. From this we may gather that Nick had
lost the case-his horse and gun as well-but he or his friends had later gotten
Gabriel back. The undated document in The Austin Papers is titled
"Deposition Concerning Stolen Slave."29 One suspects that Leonard Dubois
either had bought the slave from Madame Dubois or was representing her in
her attempt to regain property that Alcalde Torres had decreed was hers and
not Trammell's. Interestingly, we learn that Nick in January J 825 was living
on the Angelina River, probably west of Nacogdoches near the crossing of the
Camino Real. He was not a town dweller, nor would we expect him to be.
Later that year, Nick moved farther west to where the King's Highway crossed
the Trinity River. It was at this place that we have a wealth of information on
him and the events that resulted in the Fredonian Rebellion-the high point (or
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rather, the low point) of his experiences in Mexican Texas, if one does not
count the blazing of the Trace that bears his name.
But Nick was not yet finished with annoyances of a more petty nature.
One involved a horse that a Mr. Brown thought was his. The document in
question, dated July 27, 1825, is written in such ambigious language that it is
hard to tell if the horse was "Brown" or was being claimed by a man of that
name; a horse's color was always capitalized in these records, being the main
way of identifying an animal unless it wore a brand. At any rate, "Nukles
Tramel" that day appeared before district commander Luis Procela and swore
that he "never sold nor Contracted Said Brown [Brown's?] horse the said
Tramel Pirched [purchased'!J froam him." Nick could not write and affixed
"his mark" to the sworn oath that bears a garbled spelling of his name.
Mexican magistrates were notorious for mangling Anglo names on such
documents-almost as bad as Anglo officials later performed with their
spelling of Mexican names. In support of Trammell, Alexander Calhoun and
William Luce appeared before Procela and swore that they knew the horse. It
was the one that Nick had purchased from "Jurst," probably either lohn Of
Joseph Durst, both prominent citizens of Nacogdoches, and he had "Neavar
farfit nor sold Said Hors within their nolleadge." Thus, Nick was within his
rights in having this "Brown" horse in his possession, and possibly was
becoming annoyed by all the legalistic aspects of life in Texas. If so, the worst
was yet to come. ~a

EVICTION FROM THE TRINITY CROSSING
It is necessary to explain the political situation in Nacogdoches in 1825,
for it has great bearing on Nick's predicament. Nacogdoches was a settlement
that dated back to 1779 and had suffered greatly in recent times. It was
practically depopulated during the revolutionary period, because many of its
old-time citizens sympathized with Hidalgo's movement for freedom and fled
to Louisiana when royalists regained control of the province in 1813. Then Dr.
James Long used the town to stage his revolution in 1819, but he had to
evacuate the premises hastily when a Spanish army marched against him. He
fled to the Neutral Ground east of the Sabine, along with those residents who
had joined his cause, and there he plotted another attempt. Nacogdoches became a virtual ghost town and remained in this condition until Mexico gained
its independence in 1821. Only then did the old inhabitants begin to trickle
back, Mexicans as well as a few Anglos who had lived in the vicinity since
Philip Nolan's demise in 1801. Most of these Anglo "old-timers" were involved
in the Indian trade-the House of Barr and Davenport having dominated this
trade under Spanish rule---or they smuggled horses and cattle into Louisiana as
their chief means of livelihood. Some had managed to acquire land around
Nacogdoches which they used as a base for smuggling operations. Nick
Trammell was by no means alone in such activities; he just founded a new route
over which to conduct horses to a different market in Arkansas.)l
The old settlers of Nacogdoches held their land mostly by some
commandant's say-so. Even if these grants had been committed to paper, often
the titles were lost or destroyed during the revolutionary period. The
descendants of the first settlers knew, of course, the extent of their lands,
whether a piece of paper authorizing the grant had survived or not. In many
cases title could only be established on the testimony of their neighbors,
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friends, or kinsmen who remembered exactly how the grant had been marked
out and could attest to a prior occupancy by the family_ This system worked
for awhile, but as new settlers swarmed into Texas-all anxious to own the
real estate around Nacogdoches-such oral testimony led a strained existence
and squabbles over who owned this or that piece of land proliferated. Usually
the people who retained control over vast tracts of land were those who
learned to work the system, and quite a few of these were Anglos. They were
either descendants of the first wave of settlers in Spanish Texas or those who
had arrived since then and obtained not the best of titles from descendants of
the original grantees.}2
While Stephen F. Austin received empresario status in 1821 and began an
orderly issuance of land titles, the district of Nacogdoches lay northeast of
Austin's colony and was not subject to such a smooth procedure. Nor were its
civil leaders as educated as Austin. Most were ignorant Anglo and Mexican
frontiersmen, with some equally unsuited Frenchmen from the Natchitoches
jurisdiction also in the mix. Few of these community leaders were literate, nor did
they know much law. When General Mier y Teran made Nacogdoches the headquarters for his boundary inspection team in 1828, one of his main complaints
was the low caliber of Mexican citizens who occupied positions in local
government. They were all petty tyrants, in his opinion, who saw the holding of
public office as a means of extracting fees from those unfortunate enough to be
brought before the bar of justice in what Micr y Teran regarded as an important
frontier post. This situation went uncorrected on the municipalleveJ.33
But 1825 saw a dramatic change for Nacogdoches and its environs. In
April Mexico gave Haden Edwards the authority to bring 800 families to the
jurisdiction from the United States, and his grant included most of present East
Texas. Son-in-law Frost Thorn was also made an empresario the same year,
his grant extending northward above that of Edwards to the twenty-league
buffer zone along the Red River frontier. In administering his huge grant,
Edwards was obliged to respect the pre-existing land claims made by old
settlers, and it was this requirement that proved fatal to his speculatory nature.
Born in Stafford County, Virginia, in 1771, Edwards moved with his father
John Edwards and family to Bourbon County, Kentucky, when nine years old,
it still being a part of Virginia at the time. It is likely that John Edwards knew
Nick's grandfather, Phillip Trammell, or other members of the clan who were
in the same area until they also moved across the border into Kentucky. John's
sons Haden and Benjamin removed to Mississippi and became plantation
owners before catching "Texas Fever" and deciding to seek a grant such as
Stephen's father, Moses Austin, had received from the authorities. After years
of frustrating and expensive delay, they received permission in 1825 and were
anxious to make up for lost lime as no-holds-barred real estate agents in the
Promised Land. \4
Unfortunately, the Edwards brothers could not get rich as quickly as they
hoped because their area had more "pre-existing" land claims than any other
area that Mexico had opened to Anglo colonization. One of Haden Edwards'
first acts was to post a notice that all potential claimants must come forward
with proof of their titles or he would consider the land his to sell on a tlrstcome basis. This decree angered the old settlers, Hispanic and Anglo alike, for
few of them had any hard proof of ownership to the land they occupied. Late
in the year Edwards became involved in an election dispute with
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representatives of the old settlers, led by Samuel Noms. In the race for alcalde
(mayor, or chief magistrate of the entire district), Norris was pitted against
Chichester Chaplin-the latter being another of Edwards' sons-in-law. When
Empresario Edwards certified Chaplin as the winner, Norris protested to
Political Chief Jose Antonio Saucedo in San Antonio that the election had been
rigged by the newcomers. Saucedo upheld Norris, but the empresario's sonin-law stayed in office until Norris appealed to the local militia to sustain him.
Thus, shortly after taking over the coveted role of an empresario in East Texas,
Haden Edwards had brought his jurisdiction close to armed confrontation. It
was into this hornet's nest that Nick Trammell stuck his hand, aiming to
become a landowner. He had owned land throughout his westward migration,
from the time he carne of age and inherited his father's land bounties as a
soldier of the Revolution and a defender of Nashboro (later Nashville),
Tennessee. Nick's father, also named Nicholas Trammell, was slain by Indians
in his role as a ranger. The international political situation on the Red River
was too disorganized for obtaining clear title to a 4,OOO-acre league of land,
but here in Nacogdoches it was possible---or so he thought.
The old-timers' grumbles notwithstanding, Edwards proceeded with the
business of selling land to those who could afford to buy. He authorized John
H. Cummins to run surveys along the west side of the Trinity, commencing at
the San Antonio Road crossing. The plan was to layout tracts with one-half
league river frontage, going two leagues back, all the way down to Miller's
crossing. But at the crossing of the San Antonio Road-which was the main
artery across Texas-he instructed Cummins to use the ferry crossing as the
center of the survey and mark off one-quarter league on each side, the tracts
also extending two leagues behind the river. \.~ As Edwards no doubt realized,
the land around this ferry crossing was prime acreage and would bring top
dollar. It seems that he had found a buyer, because on November 26, 1825, the
empresario signed a receipt in which Nathaniel Trammell gave him $120 as a
down payment for the league of land at the Trinity River, "1/2 on each side to
include the ferry, balance to be paid in two & three years." "Judge" James Tate
acted as character witness for the purchaser(s), because Mexican law required
that prospective landowners be men of good character,3fi
Nathaniel, Nick's eldest son, was only eighteen years old in 1825, so we
may be fairly certain that his father was the actual buyer. Perhaps Nick's legal
troubles at Nacogdoches lay behind the family decision to have the transaction
recorded in Nathaniel's name. If Nick's own application to buy the land had
been turned down for lack of a suitable character witness, it does not survive
in the NA. When Cummins received his $30 fee for surveying a half-league of
land at the Trinity crossing on March 3, 1826, it was Nathaniel who paid him.
This land was described as lying on the river's east side and included the ferry
"at the St. Antone crossing."3? Evidently the Trammells already had paid the
survey fee for the half-league to the west, because later documents show that
"Nathaniel" owned a full league with the road/ferry crossing in the middle.
Such documents also show that Nick, and perhaps the entire family, resided at
this place, having moved there from his "House" on the Angelina,
Trammell's location on the Trinity River at the ferry crossing where
Highway 21 now crosses the river, or near it, quickly became a controversial
matter when Ignacio "Sartuche" (Zertuche), a native of Saltillo who does not
seem to have been in Texas long, claimed that he-a native Mexican-should

28

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

enjoy preference over a foreigner to this desirable site. However long his
residence-Austin 38 said he was there in April I 825-Zertuche seems to have
been living at the Trinity crossing when Nick's eldest son bought it from
Edwards. Prior occupancy counted for something in those days, but not to
Edwards; as far as he was concerned, the Trammells now owned the league of
land on the Trinity. They had paid him money, while all Zertuche could do was
claim that the place belonged to him without any title whatsoever. Thus, who
owned the Trinity crossing became a "test case" for the empresario who was
trying to assert his authority over the colony's land affairs and the old-timers
who resisted Edwards' despotic rule over them. Because Zertuche was a
native-born Mexican and Trammell was an interloping foreigner, the case had
an added dimension: was Texas to be populated by Gringos, and, if so, were
Mexicans expected to buckle under to them? This issue was political dynamite
at the time, because many thoughtful Mexicans questioned the wisdom of their
government's having invited these Americans to Texas in the first place. 3Q
Luis Procela placed the Trammell-Zertuche land dispute in its larger
context. On January 1, 1826, the Nacogdoches magistrate wrote the political
chief in San Antonio about how Edwards had overthrown the results of the
race for alcalde. All the locals had voted for Samuel Norris, but his opponent
Chaplin managed to secure the votes of all the foreigners living on the Attoyac
and Sabine rivers; Chaplin's father-in-law, Edwards, had then proclaimed him
the winner. Moreover, they had removed the archives from Procela's
possession despite his protests and the dissent of the citizens. If that was not
bad enough, this was: "It has been but a few days since the Empresario went
to the Trinity River and gave to a certain Tramel the land of the Citizen,
Ignacio Sartuche, notwithstanding the decree of Don Gaspar Flores Iwhich
says that Mexican land claimants should be preferred to foreigners], and thus
the Empresario will continue in this manner, taking and disposing of lands
belonging to our citizens." ProceJa predicted that he and his fellow citizens
would become Empresario Edwards' "slaves" if they yielded, for these
foreigners neither respected them nor the laws of Mexico. Under these
alarming circumstances, they were sending Jose Antonio Sepulveda as a
commissioner to San Antonio to obtain official copies of their land titles. Only
in this way would the citizens feel "secure in the possession of their property"
against the empresario's mercenary intrigues.-#)
This was effective rhetoric, and it achieved the desired goal, but it is
possible that Zertuche did not even apply for the league of land on the Trinity
until after its sale to the Trammells in November 1825. True, he had built a
house there, close to the Lorna del Taro ("BuB's Hill"), and was 11ving at the
place with his family in the hope of possessing the site where the Royal Road
crossed the river. This petition bears the date of February 13, 1826, and
Zertuche went to San Antonio in person to make his "X" on the document in
which he depicted himself as a poor, honest. hardworking Mexican who had
expended the greatest labor in building his house and opening a field. But the
empresario had taken his field away from him, with the rest of his land, selling
it "to an American called Trammel" and telling him that he must get off the
property, for it now belonged to this foreigner. Zertuche begged Political Chief
Saucedo--"in the name of our Mexican Republic"-to make Edwards and
TrammeJl see that he should be the preferred one, according to the
Colonization Law's wise provisions. 41
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To bolster his case, Zertuche submitted an undated petition for the land,
in which he claimed that he was a native of Nacogdoches and with his family
and a few possessions by which he maintained himself had resided on the west
side of the river near Bull's Hill for three years. This petition, which was
passed along to higher-ups at San Antonio by Alcalde Patricio Torres (again
without a date appearing), could well have been written after-the-fact.
Zertuche three years later told General Mier y Teran that he was a nati ve of
Saltillo (not Nacogdoches) who had only come to this desolate place in 1823.
Also submitted was a copy of Bexar Alcalde Gaspar Flores' December 10,
1824, instructions to the alcalde of Nacogdoches (Torres'?) for the distribution
of lands--evidently pursuant to the national Colonization Law, for the state of
Coahuila y Texas did not pass its own Liw until March 24, 1825. Thus,
Zertuche's first (undated) petition for the Trinity league could have been
submitted in 1825, at or very close to the time that Trammell bought the
property in good faith from Empresario Haden Edwards. 42
Certain aspects of the file suggest that Zertuche did submit his first
petition late in 1824 instead of late in 1825. On the verso of the sheet, Patricio
Torres endorsed the appeal for land and signed as alcalde of Nacogdoches.
Alcalde Juan Seguin died in August 1824, whereupon Torres war,; elected and
served until the end of the year~ Pedro Procela held the post from the
beginning of 1825 and, upon his death, was foHowed by hls son Luis. Also,
Gaspar Flores' response-which is dated December 10, 1824--commences
just below Torres' endorsement,43 All of this indicates that Flores was not just
writing general instructions about how land should be awarded in the
jurisdiction but also was specifically ordering these rules applied to Zertuche's
petition. That being the case, Zertuche was justified in believing that the
Trinity crossing site belonged to him, and Edwards had no right to sell it to
someone else--especially a foreigner such as Trammell.
Whether or not Zertuche had been able to meet Flores' schedule of fees is
doubtful, as he was admittedly a poor man with few resources. Also, there is the
larger question of whether Gaspar Flores had the power to grant land at the time.
a question which was later considered by the Texas Supreme Court under similar
circumstances relating to some of the Baron de Bastrop's early land dealings.
The ruling handed down was that Political Chief Saucedo did not have the
power to detennine land affairs prior to the enactment of the state Colonization
Law in 1825. Thus, Flores-a mere alcalde-was acting beyond his authority
by granting Zertuche's land petition in 1824, and it is for that reason that the file
is designated "invalid" at the General Land Office today. In other words, if
Haden Edwards was illegally disposing of the league to Trammell, so was
Gaspar Flores (and subsequently Saucedo) in awarding it to Zertuche,44
The Trammell-Zertuche dispute has been garbled from the beginning,
and it grew more confusing as time passed. In his History of Texas (1855),
Henderson Yoakum states correctly that Trammell came from Pecan Point to
Nacogdoches prior 10 the time that Edwards secured his contract. Without
citing his source, Yoakum says that Trammell agreed to maintain a ferry at the
Trinity crossing because Governor Trespalacious had ordered the
Nacogdoches alcalde to place one there. If this is accurate, Trammell must
have been in business between August 17, 1822, and April 17, 1823, the dates
that Trespalacious assumed office and resigned as governor of Texas. Then,
says Yoakum, Trammell sold his. operation to another individual who kept up

30

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

the ferry. This unnamed person took pity on "Sertuche" and his starving family
at nearby Spanish Bluff and invited them to move to the ferry site and supplied
them with food. But the Mexican, "finding the situation pleasant and
profitable, managed to dispossess the occupant." Edwards then took steps to
place the "true occupant" in possession but was overruled by the political
chief. "The only reason given by Saucedo for this arbitrary act, was that
Sertuche was a Mexican, and entitled to the preference. "45
This account of events at the Trinity crossing was substantially repeated
by Louis J. Wortham in his A History of Texas From Wilderness to Commonwealth (1924), but Eugene C. Barker gave a different interpretation in his
influential The Life of Stephen F. Austin. Rather than having Trammell's
legitimate successor the victim of Zertuche's machinations, which was incorrect, as Trammell was still at the ferry, Barker paints Edwards and Trammell
as the villainous offenders. Empresario Edwards, says Barker, took "at least
one claim from a Mex.ican (Ignacio Sertuche) who could not produce his
deed, ... selling it to an American lNathaniel Trammell]." In his note Barker
states, "This was Sertuche's claim," and he goes on to say that Trammell,
"'contrary to Yoakum's account, was trying to oust Sertuche." Barker thought
that Yoakum had drawn his teHing of the story from "oral tradition" since he
cited no authority for i1. 46
From this bit of corrective revisionism later writers have gone so far as to
declare that Zertuche was obviously being rooked out of his land in something
of a Manifest Destiny context. The thesis done in 1977 by Jordan Holt, while
easily the best study of Haden Edwards and his empresarial grant, is an
example. He discusses the "legendary Trinity Ferry dispute" and casts it as an
almost racist dispossession by Edwards of "an impoverished, illiterate, and not
too enterprising Spanish fanner who operated the ferry at the San Antonio
Road crossing of the Trinity River." Though Zertuche might resemble a
squatter in every way, "he was in fact the rightful owner of the ferry and the
immediate acreage." Holt concludes that Zertuche's petition for ownership
had been validly granted in December 1824 by the alcalde in San Antonio,
Gaspar Flores-without questioning Flores' right to make such assignments or
following through on what transpired at the crossing, other than saying that the
Trammells were evicted. 47 This is clearly excessive revisionism, for Holt did
not explore the legalities involved or learn if Zertuche actually operated a ferry
at the site of his residence or how he happened to relocate at the crossing from
the defunct settlement of Trinidad de Salcedo. From what we have seen about
Zertuche, it is obvious that he was something of a newcomer himself and was
using his "Mexican" status to win out over any competition for the ferry site.
Certainly his claim to the Trinity crossing was not as well founded as most of
the claims that other old-timers advanced in the Nacogdoches vicinity on
grants of land held and occupied by their family for generations.
These outraged citizens with their talk of foreigners taking over
Nacogdoches and how a revolution against Mexico was brewing impressed
the pohtical chief in San Antonio, Jose Antonio Saucedo. On February 15,
1826, he scribbled the following note on the bottom of Zertuche's plea for
justice and petition for land: "Pass this petition to the Alcalde of Nacogdoches,
in order that he may put in possession, without loss of time, the interested
party [Zertuche], of the territory that was taken away from him by the
Empresario, don Haden Edwards, and transferred in sale to the foreigner
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Trammel, who will be obliged to withdraw from it."4H Edwards was to
understand thaL he had no authority to sell the land, or even to purchase land
in his colony, according to the Colonization Law that dictated his rights as an
empresario. So, this ruling was not only a major setback for Nick Trammell
and his family hut for the wheeling-and-dealing Haden Edwards as well.
Getting rich off the sale of Texas land was going to be more difficult than the
empresario had expected when wasting years in Mexico lobbying politicians
and sinking $50,000 inLo this mad scheme. For Edwards the ruling represented
a loss of prestige and earning power, but for TrammelJ the loss was more
immediate; Saucedo wanted him off Zertuche's property "without loss of
time," and there was no mention of a refund of his money.
But the wheels turned slowly in Texas, and Nick soon had more
immediate problems. One involved some "companeros" of his, specified as a
mulatto called Drake and the notorious Edmund McLocklin, who had stolen a
slave in MartIn de Leon's colony on the Guadalupe River. McLocklin was
known for his scandalous band of rogues who terrorized all of North Texas
from Pecan Point to the margins of the Sablne. And the people who had
received the slave were friends of William English and Nicholas Trammell of
the Nacogdoches district. "men who had been refused entry into thls colony
[Austin's?] because of the infamy of their character, and all the world
proclaims them as criminals and bad men:' This indictment is dated March 18,
1826, in San Felipe, but is unsigned. Sent to Saucedo in San Antonio, it
probably convinced him that he had made the correct decision regarding the
foreigner Tmmmell the month before. Nicholas or Nathaniel, it was all the
same to him; they had to gO.40
Meanwhile, Samuel Norris had retaken the office of alcalde from
Edwards' son-in-law Chichester Chaplin, and it soon becomes obvious that he
was no friend of Nick's. On April 3, Daniel O'Quinn came before Norris and
stated that he had seen the Negro, Gabriel, at Trammell's place on the Trinity.
Though this Negro called himself "John," O'Quinn recognized him as
Gabriel-the same black man brought to this country by one Cochran and the
same which Leonard Dubois claimed by power of atlorney from Madame
Louisa Villon. Gabriel had been given to Dubois ("Duboy") by the authorities
of Nacogdoches but either ran away or was stolen and "so fell into said
Trammel's hands." The Negro told O'Quinn that Dubois had him chained but
Trammell cut him loose. Afterwards, Trammell told him that "there was too
much truth in what the negro said, and furthennore this Deponent [O'Quinn]
sayeth no1."50
Norris, twenty days later, acted on the "representation" that Leonard
Dubois had made against Trammell for the crime of stealing his Negro,
Gabriel. Constable Baptiste Porrier was ordered to take four men from the
civic militia and bring Trammell before his tribunal of justice. Should they not
find Trammell, they were to seize all of his property and place it in the care of
the "good Mexican citizens that are settled on the Trinity." If Trammell was
there and resisted the alcalde's order to submit, with weapon in hand, then the
militiamen were to use "the arms of the Federation" to apprehend him. 51
We do not know the outcome of this foray, but it is likely that these poor
fellows rode to the Trinity with reluctance and Nick Trammell was nowhere
around once they got there-nor was Gabriel. Despite Dubois' unceasing
efforts to recover his property, it seems fairly obvious that Gabriel preferred to
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stay with Trammell, unchained, than return to his court-decreed owner. What
this says about Nick's treatment of slaves, I'm not sure. Maybe Gabriel was a
special case, and Nick kept him around just to aggravate the Frenchman who
bought his gun and who was too much of a coward to come fetch the Negro
himself. 51 It is possible that Gabriel had made his own escape before "falling"
into Trammell's hands and liked his situation on the Trinity well enough not to
make another escape attempt. But Nick was digging himself deeper in a hole,
for Samuel Norris wanted him run out of Texas. If the constable and his four
militiamen couldn't get the job done, then he would gladly attend it himself.
Norris was the son of Edmund Norris, who had moved his family from
Natchez to Texas in 1803. They were onc of the earliest Anglo families in the
Nacogdoches district, settling on the Rancho Naconichi near Attoyac Bayou.
There, Edmund was frequently in trouble with the Spanish authorities, who
suspected him of smuggling horses into Louisiana and other unlawful
activities. But Edmund's fortuncs revived under the Mexican regime, and he
had just obtained title to four leagues of land on the Naconichi from an earlier
grantee. The government had recognized his purchase the year before Edwards
arrived to dispute such things. and Old Edmund could not have been on good
terms with him. His son Samuel was born in Maryland in 1783 (slightly
younger than Nick, who was born in 1780) and seems to have been a "goahead" sort of man with little education and no training for the important
office of chief magistrate. Samuel's brother-in-law, James Gaines, was the
head of a self-appointed group called the "Regulators" who loved to intimidate
newcomers in the Edwards camp. Although Saucedo-in the heat of Edwards'
challenge-put Norris back into the alcalde's chair, he later realized that he
was unfit for office and replaced him with someone more acceptable to the
warring factions at Nacogdoches. Unfortunately, Norris' removal came too
late to do Nick Trammell any good.5~
Nick must have eluded Norris' posse without gunplay, because such
incidents were reported in the official record without fail, and I can find
nothing more about it. In August, Norris again summoned Nick to appear
before him, this time to explain his acquisition of a hors.e now in the
possession of Isaac Rose. Joseph Burton raised the issue, but it is uncertain if
Rose had bought the horse from Nick unaware of whatever Burton knew about
its rightful ownership, or if Rose was simply holding the animal untll Nick
could prove that he had come by it lawfully. 54 As seen, Nick had defended
himself successfully from such horse-ownership questions in the past, but he
was obviously getting a bad reputation around Nacogdoches. Too many
missing slaves, horses, and such seemed to cnd up in his possession, and the
crowd he ran with left something to be desired. Peter Ellis Bean had the same
problem, because Alcalde John Sprowl claimed that he associated with the
worst characters in the Ayish district, men whom his civic militia were
constantly trying to chase back across the Sabine,55 In any case, Nick's horse
business was the least of his problems in September 1826.
On September 29, Norris issued a curt order as follows: "Mr. Trammel,
you are hereby ordered to quit the plantation of Mr. Sartuche without any
molestation to him or anything that is his. If you are not out in fourteen days
from this date, I will send the militia and put you off at your own cxpense."5!i
Norris reported the results of this eviction process to Political Chief Saucedo
on October 31, 1826. Captain Jose Antonio Sepulveda and ten militiamen had
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ridden out on October 20 "to arrest some American foreigners who were living
at the crossing of the Trinity, molesting the inhabitants and stealing their
cattle." The "principal man" among them was Nicholas Trammell, but as soon
as he saw the troops coming, he left for Pecan Point with ~everal "bad men."
Two other individuals were arrested; they, however, subsequently "escaped" to
the other side of the Sabine. Norris then went to the Trinity on October 24 and
put Citizen Zertuche in possession of the river crossing, justice having been
served to an honest Mexican. The alcalde noted that this expedition had been
in the field ten days, and the men had to supply their own horses, arms,
ammunition, and provisions. He urged that some system of compensation be
devised for such expeditions to "distant points," because the men were in a
destitute condition and they might serve in the future with a little more
"al acrity" if paid for their trouble. ~7
So Nicholas Trammell was run out of Texas and the family's right to its
league of land on the Trinity River was brushed aside as a matter of no
consequence. They had bought it in good faith from the empresario of the
colony who thought he was within his rights to sell it, or so he maintained to
the world. To sharp men such as Haden Edwards, that was what empresano."
did-sell land to the 800 families he had been authorized by the Mexican
government to introduce to Texas. The fine points of the Colonization Law he
either bent to his interpretation or ignored in his desire to obtain the premium
lands that he as empresario would only get upon the fulfillment of his contract.
It took time to lure that many families to Texas, and a man had to support
himself in the interim.
The "old-timers" around Nacogdoches claimed that they already owned
the best lands. They paid nothing to him in fees, nor could their choice tracts
of land be offered to those who would pay-the people he had been appointed
to bring here. Nicholas Trammell was one such man who had brought his
family to plant roots in the Edwards colony and who had cash money to buy
that tract at the Trinity crossing of the San Antonio Road. But Trammell had
been forced to run for his life, and he would certainly spread the word at Pecan
Point about how rotten things were in Nacogdoches, where not even the
empresano himself could sell the land that he presided over. This would do
nothing for Edwards' prospects, if hardy frontiersmen were unwelcome in his
colony. Men such as Nick were needed to deal with the many Indians flocking
into East Texas, to protect the settlements, and to keep supply lines open to the
outside world. The very road that people used to reach his colony from
Missouri and Arkansas had been blazed by this man. It bore Nick Trammell's
name, and Edwards' arch-enemy, Samuel Norris, had just driven him back up
that Trace. These Anglos in Nacogdoches were acting more like "Mexicans"
than "Americans," and something had to be done about them or he stood to
lose his substantial investment.
Norris, no doubt in a mood of triumph, carried out the formal ritual of
possession (Q the Trinity-crossing league of land on October 24, 1826. Upon
arriving at the new house built by the foreigner Trammell, where Zertuche
now lived, the alcalde ran 5,OOO-vara lines to the cardinal directions. One
measurement was noted as running to a little creek "behind the house which
the said Trammel had built on the said King's Highway." Then Zertuche was
al10wed to drive stakes in the comers of his tract, pull up weeds, and "make
other demonstrations of legal and true possession, which 1 delivered to him in
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the name of Our Mexican Federation."58 Actually, Ignacio Zertuche had
already cooked up a deal with Juan Tovar whereby Tovar got "the field that
formerly in this same year the foreigner, Nicholas Trammel, sowed," Tovar
also got rights to operate the ferryboat for three years and withhold a third of
the proceeds for himself, the other two-thirds evidently going to the crossing's
new owner, Seizor Zertuche. Being a landowner had wind-fall benefits, and it
is easy to see why earlier historians such as Yoakum and Wortham interpreted
Zertuche's motives as anything but pure. This contract was witnessed by
Norris three days later.~q
But Norris' activities on the Trinity River in October 1826 were about to
explode in his face. The next month outraged settlers-mostly of the new
variety-staged a revolution which the Edwards brothers soon controlled. This
"Fredonian Rebellion" is a complicated scenario, but it had been precipitated
by the government's cancellation of Edwards' colonization contract at midyear and Norris' eviction of Nick Trammell some months later. as well as other
high-handed activities by the old-settler faction. Many of the newcomers saw
these events as placing their own rights in jeopardy and rose to the occasion.
Haden and Benjamin Edwards, desperate for support, tried to enlist Austin's
colonists in their revolution. Failing at this, they offered to split Texas in half
if the Cherokees and their allied immigrant tribes would join the struggle for
independence. The Indians would get everything above the San Antonio Road
where most of them lived, and the whites would take the land south of the
road. It was a promising scheme, but it fizzled when Ellis P. Bean anived from
Mexico and convinced the important Cherokee chiefs Bowl and Big Mush not
to take part in the rebellion. Austin also arrayed his colonists in opposition to
the Fredonians. Thus, Edwards and his few supporters fled back to Louisiana,
where they remained until the more successful Revolution a decade later. W
Before lhis action took place, mayor Norris and militia commander
Sepulveda were arrested and "impeached" from office on a number of charges.
During the testimony taken to establish their guilt-and the impeccable
behavior of the empresario-his son-in-law, Frost Thorn (also an empresario
himself), commented on the ouster of the Trammel1s. This was in context of
Edwards not having interferred with old Spanish claims and his recognition
that government-appointed land commissioners had the final say in claim
determination; his actions in "selling" land were strictly preliminary in nature
and suhject to later approval, as the testimony emphasized. Thorn said that
when "young Trammel" applied to Colonel Edwards for land, he was told that
it could be granted only upon condition of having a statement as to his good
character, a Colonization Law requirement. This was given by "Judge Tate,"
an individual who soon comes into the picture again. 61
Some two or three months after the Trammells had settled on the Trinity
crossing, Thorn said that Edwards visited them "and found Sattuche living at
his old residence and supplied with provisions entirely by [Nathaniel]
Trammel."62 This is important, because it shows that the "foreigner" Trammell
was not intent upon ousting Zertuche from the land-as has been claimed by
Barker in his Life of Stephen F. Austin and other writers who followed his lead.
On the contrary, Nick and Nathaniel were willing to let him remain at his
residence and even helped him feed his family. Thus, Zertuche was not
entirely truthful about the injuries he had sustained at the hands of Empresario
Edwards and the Trammell family in his petition to the political chief in
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February 1826, and I suspect that Zertuche was being used by the
Nacogdoches old-settler faction as a pawn in their bigger game. In his
summary of the Trdmmell eviction from the Trinity crossing that sparked the
Fredonian Rebelllon, Yoakum, it appears, is closer to the mark than Barker.
Though Yoakum was perhaps off a little on his chronology of events, he is
correct in saying that Zertuche "dispossessed the occupant" of the ferry
crossing and was sustained by the political chief, rather than having the
Trammells in this unsavory role. Moreover, Yoakum recognizes that
"Trammel" had settled at the Trinity crossing in good faith and that "Sertuche"
was the aggressor in the situation, having seen the gleam of coins that changed
hands as Trammell's ferry shuttled passengers back and forth across the river.
Ignacio Zertuche, as noted, had hardly been given possession of the
league before he allowed Juan Tovar to have the field that the Trammells had
sowed and rights to operate their ferryboat------<:oncessions no doubt granted for
a price. Then, on March 13, I 827, just after the smoke had cleared from Haden
Edwards' unsuccessful Fredonian Rebellion, Zertuche came before Alcalde
Norris with James Tate-the aforementioned "Judge"-and they divided the
Trinity league between themselves. Tate's half-league was on the north and
Zertuche's on the south, neither of them to obstruct use of the road or the river
crossing on their respective properties. o3 To secure his rights beyond question,
Tate then bought from Nathaniel Trammell, "for value received" but left
unstated, his title to the league of land earlier obtained from Empresario
Edwards. This sale is dated October 24, 1828, and was witnessed by J.H.
Cummins, probably the same man who had surveyed the tracts along the
riverbank and to whom Nathaniel paid his survey fee early in 1826.1\4So Tate now resided at the Trinity crossing and not the Tramrnells. His
was probably the family of foreigners there when General Mier y Teran visited
the crossing in May 1828 and wrote these remarks in his diary: "Sartucho is
an old man from Saltillo who settled on these banks five years ago. His wife
and another woman of the family died, and he has remained alone with a boy
of five or six years who, judging by Sartucho's sickly appearance, will suffer
the desolation of becoming the sale inhabitant of this rancherfa [little ranch];
300 paces away is another family from the north [United States]."
Sublieutenant Jose Maria Sanchez, another diarist of the expedition, said that
this Anglo family had been at the crossing two years and had established
themselves "without pennission from the authorities." However, one of Nick's
acquaintances from Pecan Point, Nathaniel Robbins, also claimed residence at
the Trinity crossing from 1828, so his may have been the family there when
Mier y Teran's boundary inspection team came through. Robbins applied for
the league and secured it from the Mexican government in 1834; the crossing
was thereafter known as "Robbins Ferry." Mier y Teran was right about
Zertuche's "sickly" condition; he died in 1831 and his minor son, Jose, four
years later. What happened to James Tate is unknown, as Robbins obtained the
land not from him but directly from the State of Coahuila y Texas. 65
It is uncertain where the Trammell family maintained its residence after
losing the league of land in the Edwards colony. This colony was soon
distributed to new empresarios. none of whom were able to introduce enough
families to fulfill their contracts. Bean, though he came close to being an
empresario, lost out to others because of his messy marital status. He had
returned to Texas from Mexico, where he had a wife, to find his other wife
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married to Martin Parmer, one of the principal figures in the rebellion. Shortly
before this, in October 1826-when the Trinity River eviction was in
progress-PanTIer had shot and killed Nick's half-brother "Motin" (Mote)
Askins, an offense for which he was never tried, owing to the instability of the
times. btl Nick probably remained at Pecan Point for a few years, but by 1830
he was enumerated on the census of Lafayette County, Arkansas, and his son
Nathaniel appears in Chicot County in the southeastern comer of the territory.
Lafayette County was fanned in 1827 out of what once had been Hempstead
County, which sprawled over the southwestern portion of the territory and
adjoined old Miller County beyond the Great Bend of the Red River. This was
where Trammell's Trace had its origin, and the family probably straddled the
border in these years, living at a number of places close to their kinsmen and
old friends. Family tradition says that Nick moved back to Arkansas because
his wife Sarah was ill and did not want to die in Texas, far from her loved ones.
Nick's frustrating and bitter experience in Texas probably did little to make
him resist her wishes. Besides the land fiasco, he was close to his half-brother,
Morton "Mote" Askins, whose children now had to be provided for. 67
Trammell went into the tavern business near Camden, where his secretive
nature gave rise to many dark legends about why he always seemed to have
money while never working for it. According to a family Bible, now in the
hands of Trammell descendants, Nick's wife Sarah died on September 28,
184 L Several years later, on May 21, 1843, Nick wed his final wife, Mary
Sadberry (or possibly Sedberry). This marriage took place in Hempstead
County, with Jacob Whiteside joining them in the "Holy Bonds of
Matrimony." They had two children, in addition to Nick's first set of grown
and already married children. When the Mexican-American War broke out in
1846, Washington-the Hempstead County seat-became a major rendezvous
point for troops marching to the seat of war. Who knew the way through Texas
better than Old Nick Trammell? So this "notorious highwayman" was sent for,
and he led the assembled Arkansas volunteers down the Southwest Trail, since
renamed the "Military Road" after brush was hacked away to widen the trail
in the 1830s, and along his Trace to Nacogdoches. Some accounts say that
Nick did not ride all the way, but returned home after making sure they were
headed in the right direction. By 1846 his Trace would have been hard to miss;
people had been moving down it for the past three decades. 68 He was sixty-six
years old when he "guided" the troops southward. Nick Trammell and many
of his kinsmen moved to Gonzales County early in the 1850s, and the old
trailblazer died there in April 1856.~9

NOTES
'lames and Mary Dawson, "Texas Trammel'~ Trace," unpublished typescript, paginated by
hand, in the Center for American History (CAH), University of Texas at Austin, p. 24. It is the
most thorough study available on the Trace that Nick Trammell cut through Texas.
lDawson. "Texas Trammel's Trace," p. 25; Thomas Nuttall, Journal of Travels into the
Arkansas Territory, during the year 1819... (1821), pp. 124. 159-161. On the move of Chief
Bowl's band to Tex.as, see Dianna Everett, The Texas Cherokees: A People Between Two Fires,
1819-1840 (Nonnan, 1990), pp. 3-23.
'For Nick's half-brother and their movements in this period. see Betty Trammell Snyder.
Antebellum Arkansas: Trammell Families (Lubbock, 1994). pp. 9-14, 20. Her chapter on this
branch of the family should be used with caution, especially concerning Nick's years in Texas.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

37
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(Hope, Ark., 1984).
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article "Legend Left a Trace of Silver." kindly brought to my attention by Linda Flores.
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IITranslation given in Strickland, "Anglo-American Activities," pp. 106-107.
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l~Josiah

H. Shinn. Pioneers and Makers ofArkansas (1908), p. 98.

'9"Folk Life in Early Texas," p. 161.
1°Dawson, "Texas Trammel's Trace," p. 12. See maps in Steely, Six Months, pp. 52-53,100,
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l'''Folk Life in Early Texas," pp. 161. 323.
12Robert Bruce Blake, unpublished research collection of typescripu. and translations (93
vnls. in a "Red" and .'Green" series; hereinafter cited as Blake), CAH. Red X, p. 330.
'->Blake. Red X, p. 331. Because NA originals are now so difficult to access in the Texas
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"Blake, Red X, pp. 360, 363.
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Soon after, he started going by "Peter Ellis" Bean, and the Mexicans referred to him as Pedro
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""Fully translated in Winnie Allen. "The History of Nacogdoches. 1691-1830" (MA thesis,
University of Texas at Austin, 1925), pp. 113-114. from NA.
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'2The documents referred to are in Blake, Red LXI, pp. 370-373.
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"ln fairnes~ to Leonard Dubois, T should note that James Dill killed his brother Carlos in
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Nacogdoches. a jury of his peers found him not guilty. Saucedo overruled the decision, since trial
by jury was illegal in Mexico. and Dill fled to Natchitoches. Leonard was still petitioning the
authorities for justice against Dill in September, and his inability to obtain it no doubt agitated his
mind. On this affair see Allen, "The History of Nacogdoches," pp. 111-1l2, and Ron Tyler et ul,
eds., The New Handbook of Texas (6 'loIs., Austin, 1996).2, p. 643.
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lJBlake. Red LIX, pp. 290-362, being two versions of Lois Foster Blount's study called
"The Norris Family in Early Nacogdoches."

....Blake, Red XI. p. 28.
"Blake, Red Xl. p. 88.

,oBlake, Red XI, p. 246.
j~Blake. Red

XL p. 269.

,sBlake, Red LXI. pp. 373-374.
'»Btake. Red XI, pp. 61-62.

mIn addition to Holt's thesis. see Edmund Morris Pan,ons. ''The FTcdonian Rebellion."
Texana, 5 (Spring 1967). pp. 11-52. The latter, from a military point of view. is perhaps the bc~t
study of the rebellion and its participants.
"'These "Impeachment Proceedings" arc in AP. I (pt. 2), pp. 1511-1523. Norris and
Sepulveda were fuund "worthy of death" but instead were punished by being forever barred from
holding public office. Martin Parmer presided over the "Court Martial" in November 1826.
61AP. I (pI. 2). pp. 1516-1517.

6\Blake. Red LXI. pp. 374-375.
"'Blake. Red XV, p. 106.
6'These events are more fully treated in Jackson and Wheat, Texas by Teran, pp. 224-26,

258.
""Holt, "The Edwards EmpresariaJ Grant," pp. 89-90, 95-96.
"On Nick's half-brother see Snyder, Antebellum Arkanws, pro 9, 12, 19.
~'Bible kept by Julia Ann Thunnond, wife of Nick's son Henry Trammell, information
communicated to me on December 21. 1999, by Betty Thorp of Hou~ton; Snyder, A1l1ebellum
Arkansas, chapter I; Medearis, Washington, Arkanslu, pp. 17, 30-31.

Wfhe Dawsnm (''Texas Trammel's Trace," p..H) mistakenly say that Nick dicd at La
Grange, Fayette County in 1853; this was his grandson, Nicholas A. Trammell (son of Phillip of
the "rase"). whu had moved back to Texas with Nathaniel's family. Although Nick did not leave
a will, there are extensive probate records of his estate at the Gonzales County Courthouse. I am
a sixth-generation descendant of Nicholas Trammell through my mother's side of the family, so
the reader must pardon any "bias" evident in this study of him.
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CANDID COLUMNS: LIFE AS REVEALED IN ANTEBELLUM
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING IN NORTHEAST TEXAS
by Roger W Rodgers

Advertisements in the northeast Texas antebellum newspapers reveal a
culture unlike our own. The institutions were different: slavery was well
established; and there was no public school system, no banks, and the
transportation systems could inflict an arduous ordeal on travelers. If we
regard the area as rural today, it was more so then and the countryside posed
special challenges. In 1852 the Marshall Texas Republican related that Geiger
and Company needed to add to their inventory: "Skins wanted. 1,000 panther
skins, 500 bear skins; for which the highest market price will be paid at
Shreveport.'" While there were few such mentions of wildlife, a general
reading of advertisements provides a plain, straight-forward medium to view
the culture, attitudes, and peculiarities of that time and place. The costs and
methods of transportation, the nature of public notices and meetings, and the
availability and costs of education are all easily accessible. Antebellum
advertisements contained references to most of the important aspects of life.
Even pieces of weather information appeared since the amount of rainfall
directly affected river navigation and agriculture. 2
The geographic area under consideration constituted approximately a
twenty-county area in the northeast comer of the state during the decade prior
to the Civil War. The major towns were Tyler, Henderson, Marshall, Jefferson,
and Clarksville, with Shreveport, Louisiana, functioning as a crucial link to
commercial markets. In today's highway distances, Tyler to Shreveport is
approximately ninety miles on Interstate 1-20. Marshall is on the same route
and only forty miles from Shreveport. Clarksville is in Red River County,
twenty miles from the Oklahoma border and sixty miles from Texarkana.
From Clarksville, down Highway 37 and 69, it is approximately 100 miles to
Tyler. In 1850 Harrison County was the most populous county in the state with
over 11,000 residents, fifty-two percent of whom were black. Marshall, the
county seat, with a population of 1,189, was the fifth largest town in the state. 3
Though the population was sparse, some residents felt crowded. A man living
nine miles west of Marshall wrote "that his home was on a road so "publick'
that anything he had to spare could be sold at his front door."4
The most striking thing about the newspapers of antebellum Texas was
that there were so many. The first printer and press came to Texas in 1813 and
by the time of the Civil War over 400 albers had appeared. 5 The life span of
any particular newspaper was likely to he short. Publishers often founded
newspapers for a particular purpose, most often political, and when that
mission had been fulfilled they discontinued the press, sold out, or moved. A
recurring theme in reviewing papers of the period was the shortage of cash.
The problem of selling subscriptions and advertising was surpassed only by
{he challenge of collecting for them. Since Texas was literally a frontier state,
the uncertain and erratic supply of newsprint compounded the editors' woes.
One of the most successful newspapers in northeast Texas was the
Clarksville Northern Standard, shortened to the Standard after October 1852.
The editor, Charles DeMorse, was a lawyer whose travels on legal matters
RORer
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provided him an opportunity to conduct newspaper business. He published his
first issue in 1842, and with a brief Civil War interruption, continued the paper
as an ardent supporter of the Democratic Party until his death in 1887.6 Robert
Loughery~ a staunch Calhoun Democrat, also made the Marshall Texas
Republican one of the area's more widely read newspapers, especially during
the 1850s. 7
This was a raucous decade, and the papers were seldom subtle. The
Marshall Meridian and Pacific Railroad Advocate declared boldly on its
masthead that it was "Devoted to the Railroad, Agricultural, Commercial,
Social and Moral Improvement of our Country."8 Its preferences were no
doubt listed in priority order. The prospectus of the Upshur Democrat stated
that "it is our intention to publish a paper undisguisedly Democratic in
politics."9 When Sam Warner, editor of the Tyler Reporter, happily noted the
beginning of its fourth volume, he also promised that it would be "the untiring
opponent of Know Nothingism."lo Even the advertisers playfully entered the
fray. A Mr. Smilh ran a notice in the Texas Republican in 1850 that allegedly
announced a new business enterpr.ise:
Notice. The undersigned is about to establish a foundary in Marshall
for making Brass Collars for those who have sworn allegiance to Houston
and Rusk. It is expected to commence operations shortly, when the one
specifically intended for the Northern Standard will be fmished without
delay. The inscription on them will be, as recommended by a public meeting
rec~ntly he1~ in Gilmer: "Bo~ a slave to Houston and Rusk." Orders from
a dIstance Will be attended to,

Subscription and advertising rates remained consistent throughout the
period. The Clarksville Standard charged $2.50 for a year, if paid in advance,
or $3.50 at the end of the year. Single issues cost ten centsY Advertising sold
by the "square," eight or ten lines in a column. The fIrst ad ran for $1 .00 per
square and fifty cents thereafter,!.' Public speaking engagements then were
both more important and more common, and the advertisement section listed
and promoted these engagements. When John H. Reagan ran for Congress, his
full itinerary appeared in local papers; he spoke at thirty-seven engagements
within two summer months throughout northeast Texas.
14

Perhaps no issued affected business affairs so much as money-not the
abstract concept of wealth and power, but the actual circulating medium itself.
There was never enough gold and silver coin to serve the economy's needs,
and [0 compound the problem the Texas State Constitutional Convention in
1845 prohibited banks. The constitution specified that "no corporate body shall
hereafter be created, renewed or extended with banking or discounting
privileges."15 No bills or promissory notes could be issued to circulate as
money. Out of necessity, several mercantile and commission houses provided
banking services such as advancing payment for commodities, but notes
issued could not serve as legal tender. The prejudice against banks resulted
from the flood of worthless notes of other state banks that had plagued Texas
since the l830s. Notes from out-of-state banks, however, circulated
throughout the 18505. 16
While helping to facilitate trade, the bank notes also provided merchants
with a special problem: counterfeiting. A New York publisher advertised in the
Rusk Cherokee Sentinel his weekly publication Detecting Counteifeit Bank
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Notes, which described, he said, counterfeits and "every genuine bill in
existence."17 At only $1.00 per year, the weekly may have been a sound
investment. Because of the number of state banks and their largely unregulated
issue of bank notes, anyone accepting such a note had three critical questions
to consider: "1.) Was the note genuine? 2.) Was the issuing bank still in
operation? 3.) At what discount was the note acceptable?,,18 Thus, bank note
detecting services and publications flourished from 1840 to 1865. One scholar
estimated that "five-sixths of all American bank notes issued had been
counterfeited."19 As a consequence, the wise merchant was ever cautious, even
with notes on reputable banks.

The term "cash" implied immediate payment, not actual currency. The
Tutt and Ramsour lumber mill near Tyler announced in 1852 that although it
previously had sold on credit, it would no longer do so. "Do not deceive
yourselves and send for lumber without the CASH; for we do assure you that
we will sell to no one for anything else."'lO In reality the medium of exchange
could be virtually anything. The Adkins and Taylor mill, located two miles
west of Marshall, promised "cheap lumber" and also allowed that for payment
"anything raised or produced on a plantation will be taken in exchange from a
hen egg to an ox to his hide and talJow."21
Those who offered credit did so with palpable risk. Lewis Atherton in The
Southern CountrJ' Store suggested that credit was a major factor in the high cost
of merchandise: "Stores counted on an average annual loss of about 20 percent
of credit sales."22 Numerous advertisements reflected the same desperation of
B.F. Dial in the Marshall Star State Patriot: "All those indebted to me by note
or account ... are positively assured that if payment is not made by the first of
March, they will be sued, be they friends or foe. The money must come."2] In
Tyler, Felton and Wiggins, wholesale and retail dealers in drugs, oils, and
stationery, experienced an even more frustrating fate. When a tire destroyed all
their credit records; they requested their creditors "to come forward promptly
and pay what their memories and consciences tell them they owe."2~
In The Dixie Frontier, Everett Dick stated that among the various mediums
of trading exchange were warehouse receipts for fur traders, certificates of
service for rnllitiamen, and cotton ginners' receipts. To make change for silver
dollars, people frequently chopped the dollars into "bit'\" (pieces of eight) and
two bits would equal a quarter. 25 Rather than giving a specific merchandise
quote, a merchant frequently asked what kind of money was being offered.
Foreign coins were common currency. There were so many different nations'
coins in use that the Tyler Telegraph published a lengthy 1i~t of the current value
of gold and silver coins being traded. Some coins were easily recognizable. The
American Gold Eagle was worth $10 and the Spanish doubloon $16. Spanish
and Mexican silver dollars each traded at $1.00, Many other coins, however.
required more discernment. For instance, the Turkish gold Xerifi' was worth
$2.30, the italian Pistolo $3.25, and the Russian Zervonitz $2.00. 26
For large transactions such as land sales, slaves often served as a means
of payment. In exchange for 430 acres located east of Marshall, John Williams
would accept '"money, Negroes or good cash notes.":] James Johnston wanted
to sell three tracts of land on the Red River near Jonesboro Prairie. He would
accept ··one third cash or negroes at fair valuation" and the balance on credit.
If he was unable to sell these tracts, he proposed "to enter into a partnership.
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for one or more years, with any person who would furnish a sufficient number
of negroes to cultivate ...the land. I would also sell land, and take the hire of
negroes in payment."2R W.R.D. Ward in Marshall offered land for sale for
"cash, negroes, notes or railroad stoCk."19 Among the most misguided options
was that set forth in August 1861 by firms such as Boren and Douglas in Tyler:
"We will take Confederate Bonds in payment of debts due us. "1n These, of
course, would soon become the most worthless of all financial commodities.
Personal "LO.U.'s" frequently circulated as currency. Throughout the
period every paper carried advisories which cautioned prospective traders that
certain personal notes or credits would not be honored. Whether we side with
the note holder or note writer, we can admire the civic responsibility of publicly
advising the community not to accept these notes. Robert Montgomery of
Henderson warned against trading for two notes he had given to A.K. Sardlin
for $500 each. "The consideration of said notes having entirely failed, I shall
resist the payment of them no matter into what hands they may fall. I learn that
said notes are in the possession of W.D. Kincaid."31 Montgomery obviously was
bitterly dissatisfied with the results of his trade with Sardlin. Kincaid, who
apparently now held the notes, also looked to be precariously situated for
redemption of the notes in his own dealings with Sardlin.
Some personal notes were issued with the apparent expectation that thcy
would be traded. When Thomas Knight paid Alexander Hill $500 in December
1856, rather than issuing one single note he gave six notes each payable for
$83.33 1/3 and due in December 1857. His warning in the Tyler Rep{)ner
likewise stated that Hthc consideration for which they were given has failed,"
and he had no intent to honor the notes. Whoever possessed the notes may
have shown nervousness already since the ad ran in February 1859, fourteen
months after the notes were due for redemption.~2 The personal notes might be
payable in either currency or commodities. The Sheek family had given notes,
which they now refused to pay, for ·'cows and calves" and "cows and calves
and beef cattle."-'.1 Some advertisements revealed far more than mere refusal to
pay. Joel K. Fuller forewarned "all persons from harboring or trading with my
wife Elizabeth Fuller, as she left my bed and board ... and refuses to live with
me. I will not pay any of her contracts."J4
As in all ages, the prospect of sudden wealth was alluring. There was no
Texa.'\ state lottery, but several newspapers advertised for lotteries outside the
state. A company in Augusta, Georgia, proclaimed a "capital prize" of $50,000
and numerous smaller prizes. A "whole ticket" cost $ 10, with half and quarter
tickets also available. Players wary of sending money through the mails could use
the Adams Express Company for sums of$lO or more "at our risk and expense.".1S
For many Southerners, slaves constituted a major portion of their capital
worth, and a good slave might be worth the equivalent of 200 acres of land.
Slaves represented value both as workers and as ··currency," and like other
forms of money they were sometimes hard to retain. Advertisements offering
rewards for the return of runaway slaves appeared frequently in every paper.
Owners preferred that the apprehended slave be returned home; however, it
was a1 ways suitable if the runaway was lodged in jail. The jail served as a kind
of marshaling yard to re-direct runaway traffic to its legal servitude. Slaves on
the loose were jailed pending further dispensation. A Clarksville advertisement, for instance, declared there were two runaways in the local jail, and the
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owner was requested '·to come forward, prove property, pay charges and take
them away."36 Those unclaimed would be auctioned at the courthouse on
regular slave trading days.
Rewards for slaves varied from $15 to $50. The higher bounties often
were contingent upon delivery to the owner, with perhaps half the amount
offered if the deli very was to a jail. A particularly handsome reward of $100
appeared in the Tyler Reporter for delivery of a runaway from Houston. The
man described wal\ a "fine billiard player" and this may have been a skill of
considerable value to the owner. 37 If the advertisements were a reliable
indicator, over ninety percent of the runaways were men between the ages of
eighteen and thirty-five. Sometimes the approximate age would be given
indicating the owner was not certain. The terms ·'man" and "boy" often were
used interchangeably in the same advertisement for the same individual. A
"liberal reward" was offered for "a large and likely negro man named Mack
... Said boy rode off on a black mare."38
Rewards were offered not only for slaves but also for any person thought
to have aided in their escape, and the bounty for the despised accomplice often
exceeded that for the slave. A Marshall advertisement offered $50 for a
runaway named Reuben who "was supposed to have been decoyed off by
some white person." The profit trebled for a package deal: "One hundred
dollars will be given for the apprehension of the white man, with proof
sufficient to convict him:'39 Randolph B. Campbell notes in An Empire for
Slavery: The Peculiar Institution in Texas l821-1865, that in 1856 and 1857 the
Texas State Penitentiary had eighteen inmates serving sentences for "Negro
StealingH or "Enticing Away Negroes," and that "state supreme court reports
indicate that others escaped prison only through technicalities."40
Besides the aforementioned billiard player, slaves possessed other skills.
John Coleman lost both a blacksmith and a carpenter, "both with a good
supply of clothes when they left."41 The leasing or hiring out of slaves also
revealed a variety of skins and occupations. Fairly common were ads such as
"Wanted: a Negro girl 12-15 years old to wait upon children. Anyone having
such a girl for hire please apply at this office." Sam Richardson, who operated
a saw mill in Marshall, wanted "ten stout, active hands (negroes) for the
ensuing year, for which a liberal price win be given." A.D. Burress, who also
ran a local mill, must have had trouble keeping his hirelings in line. "Warning.
I hereby forewarn all persons from trading in any manner with any of my
negroes, or any negroes under my control l unless authorized by a written order
from me. Any person interfering in this manner will be prosecuted to the
extent of the law. "42 Whatever Isaiah Lawson had expected of "a certain
woman negro slave" when he purchased her, he had learned within eight
months that she did "nol comport with the bill of sale." He gave public
warning not to trade for his notes, as he would not pay "unless by legal
compulsion."4'
More than any other distinguishing descriplion given for runaways was
the presence of scars. Although a scar could be the only thing memorable
enough for a description of runaways, the owner often could not remember the
scar's location. The Clarksville Standard carried descriptions such as "white
spot on the front part of his head caused by a blow." Another said a slave had
"the forefinger of his right hand taken off, more specific description not now
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remembered." A Hunt County owner knew that his slave had a scar on his
cheek which "looks like from a burn" but he could not remember which
cheek. 44 OUT Houston billiard player had a small scar on one side of his
forehead - which side was not recalled. He also had "upper front teeth a little
decayed," another common characteristic. 45 Reuben had "a scar on his face
somewhere; place not recollected." The owner was certain that Reuben had
worked as a carpenter and had taken along some of his tools.4I\ J.H. Thomason
of Franklin Parrish, Louisiana, advertised in Marshall that two of his slaves
had escaped. One had a "scar on the lip ... the other ha'\ a few shot in the side
above the hip."47 Other slaves were described as "lame," "slightly ruptured,"
and one with a tetterworm [a kind of skin disease, apparently] on his head and
as a result was "considerably scarred."4& In the absence of these marks, slaves
could sometimes be recognized, said the advertisements, by their "downcast
look when closely questioned" or stammering "if alanned."49
Whether slaves were technically people or property, they were viewed as
inferior beings. In 1858, the Singer Sewing Machine Company boasted that
over 13,000 of its machines were in use and had no equal. The stitches were
excel1ent, the maintenance low, and they were simple to operate. In fact,
"Negroes can be safely trusted with the entire care of the machine, without the
least apprehension that they will get out of order."~o Retailers advertised
"Negro goods" as a separate item. Blankets, for instance, were Makinaw, bed
blankets, or Negro blankets. "Negro shoes" could be had at bargain prices. 5 ! A
notice in the Marshall Texas Republican in 1849 claimed that a certain
individual had found a cure for cholera. The medicine had allegedly proven a
great success and great care had gone into its development. It had been "used
on a Negro tirst."32
If we believe the claims of some advertisers, illnesses could be conquered
readily. Whether it was the purveyors of patent medicines, pharmacists,
doctors, or dentists, all promised near miraculous results from their wares or
their services. Radway's ready relief constituted "the most useful and important
medicine in the world." Radway's prevented as well as cured. "The moment
you experience pain or unea'\iness in any portion of the body, a dose of
Radway's ready relief taken internally or applied externally, as the nature of the
pain may require, will restore the patient to ease and comfort in from one to
fifteen minutes ... many lives have been saved by a twenty-five cent bottle."~3
Few medicines could attain to Radway's universal application, but
Reeve's Southern Family Medicines offered a $lOO reward if the grave could
be shown of any person "who had died of pneumonia in the state of Texas after
having properly used by directions" the Stimulating Expectorant. So far
Reeves had sold 5,000 bottles - each of which could treat three cases of
pneumonia. Dr. McLane's Vermifuge worked on man or heast. It was effective
for "expelling worms from the human system [and] has also been administered.
with the most satisfactory results to various animals subject to worms."54 "Jew
David's Hebrew Plaster" was a great remedy for rheumatism and gout. No
wonder. "Where this plaster is applied, pain cannot exist." The retailer in
Marshall, however, warned that several dealers in New Orleans marketed
counterfeit plasters.~5 If any manner of discomfort remained, one could resort
to Argyle Bitters, a sure Remedy for Dyspepsia, Cholera, Diarrhea,
Dysentery, Sick Headache, Night Sweats, General Debility, and its attendant
ills." These bitters were likewise a certain preventative. "Persons visiting
U
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districts harassed annually with Fever and ague, or any Fever of a bilious
nature, will find that by the timely use of one or two bottles, they will not in
one instance take the disease.".'i~
The liver, and sometimes the kidneys, served as the focal point to attack
numerous maladies. An advertisement in the Marshall Harrison Flag
proclaimed a lady customer's satisfaction with Dr. McLane's celebrated liver
pills. She had suffered with "the liver complaint" for six years without relief
until McLane's pills "completely cured me; I do hereby recommend them to
all persons with a diseased liver."57 Reeve's medicines offered a vegetable antibilious pill (fifty cents per box) especially effective in the treatment of typhoid
fever or liver and kidney ailments. Reeve, proud Southerner that he was, did
not promise a "cure for all diseases as is the custom with Northern Vendors
generally. "~g
Who could underestimate the restorative powers of Dr. Larzette's
Acoustic Oil for the cure of deafness? "Persons who have been deaf for twenty
years, and were subject to use ear trumpets, have after using only one bottle,
been made wel1."~9 The family grocers in Marshall sold wines. liquors, and
brandy "for medicinal purposes only,"60 since Harrison County was technically
a "dry" county at the time."1 Perhaps as a last resort, all reputable druggists
offered morphine and opium. The uses were not specified, but the firm of
Armstrong and Francis in Rusk advertised opium simply as "a good artic1e."o2
For those fortunate enough not to experience the more serious and debilitating
disorders, Preston and Menill's Infallible Yeast Powder also assured readers
that there was no longer any "excuse for bad breath. "63
The advertisements provided no record to substantiate the actual success
of various drugs. It may be safe to conclude that the medicines were as
remedial as the patient's physical resilience. Many of these advertisements
seem humorous today until we remember that in most cases this was all that
was available. In lieu of penicillin or smallpox vaccinations, there was
Radway's ready relief.
The main economic activity of northeast Texas was farming. In reviewing
advertisements, the most prominent aspect of marketing the crops was the
dependence on New Orleans as a market for cotton and as the primary source
for consumer commodities. New Orleans businesses regularly took up at least
a half page of the advertising in any East Texas paper. Although the Sabine
River could be navigated from the Gulf to the vicinity of Tyler, the Red River
and Shreveport led more directly to New Orleans. Since the cotton factors,
agents, and shippers headquartered in New Orleans, once the harvest left East
Texas any other processing or marketing profit would be made ourside the
state.6-l With the area relying so heavily on agriculture, this situation amounted
to a significant loss of capital for the local economy.
The rivers offered the cheapest routes for shipping. For northeast Texas,
a primary shipping point was Port Caddo, located twenty miles northeast of
Marshall on Big Cypress Bayou. Depending on the water level, by 1845
steamboats could operate from the Red River by way of Big Cypress and
Caddo Lake as far as Jefferson. The river traffic suffered from numerous
obstructions, fallen trees, and other debris, which over time grew into small
floating islands called ·'rafts." The Texas Republican noted in 1849 that
William Perry of Jefferson had contracted to remove the navigation

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

47

obstructions on Caddo Lake for a fee of $3500. The lake obstructions, however, were never permanently or satisfactorily cleared.b-5
Numerous steamers which carried freight and passengers operated
between Shreveport and New Orleans during "season." They advertised that
they would continue to operate "so long as the water will pennit."66 The
steamers constructed for the Red River traffic necessarily featured a light
draught to be able to negotiate the low water levels. The steamer Era carried
"700 bales of cotton on three feet of water. "f,7
The advertisements invariably mentioned comfort, speed, accommodations, and convenience. Unmentioned was the issue of safety. J.H. Van Hook.
a manufacturer of tinware in Marshall, gave notice in the Harrison Flag that
he had "sustained a severe loss by the sinking of the steamer Holden."f.K He
needed funds promptly and advised his debtors that he intended to sue if they
did not soon pay up. There was a steady supply of news stories that confirmed
the riverboat sinkings. The Texas Republican noted the sinking of the George
Washil2glOn when its boilers burst near Grand Gulf in January 1852. The
explosion instantly killed thirty men and badly scalded elght or ten more, Two
barges in tow with about 1800 tons of freight were lost also. 69 Steamboat
sinkings usually were the result of explosions, but also resulted from snags or
bad weather. There was also the fate of the Emma Brown which was carrying
a load of hogs down the Ohio. It seems "they rooted a hole through the bottom
of the boat and sunk her."70 For those who wished to relive these precarious
moments, the J. T. Lloyd printing company advertised in the Henderson
Democrat that for $1.00, its new Steamboat Directory wa'\ available. It listed
all the steamboats in operation and contained "a list and description of all the
steamboat disasters that have occurred on the Western and Southern waters,
beautifully illustrated, with a list of all those who have perished by their
burning, sinking, and exploding.?1
For the passenger traffic, the stagecoach offered less dangerous, and less
comfortable, accommodations. In 1850 the first stagecoach line began operations from Shreveport to Marshall. While rain in East Texas was auspicious for
river transportation, it could make such roads as existed impassable. A
Marshall newspaper attempted to drum up support for a "plank road not less
than ] 6 feet wide" that would assist travel on the Shreveport to Marshall line.
The toll for a coach would be twelve cents per mile. Apparently, subscription
cost for the construction was too expensive, and the planks were never laid. 72
Coach travel was slow and rather expensive. The Clarksville and
Washington l Arkansas Line charged $18 for the run between Clarkwille and
Shreveport. Even today there is no direct easy access between these cities. A
possible route would be from Clarksville down to Mount Pleasant to Jefferson
and then into Louisiana. The distance is about 140 miles, and a driver careful
to obey all the small town speed limits might require three hours. By stage, the
trip required four days. The traveler would further incur addirionallodging and
food expenses.?] The trip from Marshall to Austin took four days.74 Numerous
stage lines operated in the area, and representative fares. included: Marshall to
San Augustine, $10; Tyler to Shreveport, $12.50; Tyler to Marshall, $7.50; and
Tyler to Waco, $14.50. 75 The best deal was on the Henderson and Waco U.S.
Mail Line, a private, not a' government concern, which carried passengers
between Tyler and Henderson for fifty cents.,h Late in the 1850s, the railroads
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began to lay tracks in the area, and the Forest Mail Stage Line advertised that
a person could now travel by rai I and stage from Shreveport to Mount Pleasant
in one day "'without loss of sleep."77 As the railroads expanded after the Civil
War, stagecoach traffic gradually ceased; but a few operators continued
business into the 18705. 78
Stage lines were also the primary carriers of the mail. "Mail Arrangements" could be found in each newspaper. Mail funneled into Marshall arrived
from one of four sources, a western, eastern, northern, or southern route.
Routes from Nacogdoches, Mansfield, Louisiana, San Augustine, or
Daingerlield brought mail on Thursdays. with Daingerfield deliveries on both
Thursdays and Sundays.79 There was obviously no such thing as daily delivery,
nor a household delivery. Mail could be picked up at the local post office. Each
office had its own, arbitrarily independent, schedule. The Jefferson postmaster
gave notice in 1857 that the post office would be open only from 8-10 A.M. on
Sundays.ijU An individual might therefore have mail sitting at the post office for
some time before it could be claimed. There also must have been a general
public transience in operation to account for the lists of unclaimed letters
posted by each office. The Henderson office allowed three months before mail
was sent to the dead letter office in Washington, D.C. Each newspaper carried
these lists and they were often lengthy. Jefferson, a rather small town, had a
list of 130 names in the Eastern Texas Gazette in November 1857. R1
The Star Hotel in Henderson took note of this mobility: "transient persons
or regular boarders desiring private rooms ... can be accommodated at all
times. "82 The phrasing implies. that some hotels preferred not to serve transients.
In Marshall, both the Planter's Hotel and the Marshall Hotel spoke directly to
this issue. Their posted "Rules" were identical, and the rates were similar.
Room and board for one day was $1.50 at each hotel. Among the dictates of the
house were: "Guests without baggage will be required to pay in advance;
Transient boarders by the week will be expected to pay weekly in advance;
Monthly boarders will be expected to make satisfactory arrangements that the
money will be paid at the end of the month."Rl In 1859 room and board was $18
a month at the Planter's Hotel and $20 at the Marshall Hotel. Costs had risen
over the decade at the Marshall Hotel. Since 1852, a month's room and board
had increased from $15 to $20, in percentage tenus a rise of 33 percent. R4
While rates and rules were important, public image was crucial. D.D.
Jones' Commercial House wa.." a "finely refurbished" hotel reopening in
Shreveport. It was conveniently situated for steamboat passengers and located
"in the most healthy part Qf the city."85 The proprietor of the Donoho House in
Clarksville wished to squelch a rumor that a traveler with smallpox had passed
through "and contaminated" the hotel. The notice specifled that the traveler
had not stopped, there wa~ no smallpox in the town, and other travelers should
not be deterred from corning to the town or to the hotel. S6
Saloon~ were often a special feature of the hotels, and B.F. McDonough
advertised 1n the Henderson Democrat that he had moved his "splendid
Drinking Saloon to the East room of the Brick HoteL" His notice was headed
"Ice! Ice! lee!" and he was pleased to otTer iced lemonades, cocktails, and
Mint-JulepsY In 1854 the Texas legislature prohibited the sale of alcohol in
quantities of les.s than one quart unless county residents specifically approved
the licensing of such sales. Harrison County was "dry" from 1854 to 1858, but
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by 1859 the saloons had returned. sa A frequent advertiser in the Marshall
Harrison Flag was the Hole in the Wall saloon in the basement of the Adkins
House hotel. It supplied the choicest liquors and cigars and a nearby Shooting
Gallery where "all can be accommodated who wish to try their skill in the use
of firearms. Superior Duelling Pistols kept in apple pie order."89
Refining the appropriate skills of the younger population was an
expensive and erratic process. Today's students would rejoice over one item:
the school year was generally advertised as five months long. Before the Civil
War. there were no public schools in Texas in the sense that we know them
today. After 1854, the state provided some money for local schools from a
permanent school fund. But the share for each child was only sixty-two cents
in 1854 and $1.50 in 1855. Students could draw on the funds whether the school
was secular or parochial. Dividing the state into school districts apparently
proved administratively too difficult, and therefore any group or community
could organize a school and apply for state funds. 90 The larger towns had
private academies that sought to address educational needs for profit. The
tenns "college" and "university" were appropriated without regard or promise
as to the level of education offered. The academies catered to any age or
quality of paying student.
In 1856, the Male Department of Tyler University announced courses in
what it called the primary, preparatory, and collegiate levels. The course of
study began in January and ran five months. The primary course cost $8, and
the collegiate was $20. Advertised discipline was "mild but strict." The Tyler
English and Classical Male School asserted that "implicit obedience to every
regulation will be exacted," and those who could not comply would be
dismissed. 91 The Masonic Male Academy opened in March 1860. lts fivemonth curriculum ranged from $10 for "first clal\s" to $25 for "fifth class."
Sectional pride was apparent as the academy pointedly proclaimed that its two
instructors "were both Southemers."YZ
In May 1859, the Marshall Harrison Flag carried advertisements for four
different academies: the Murray Institute (Male and Female), the Marshall
Masonic Female Institute, the Marshall Collegiate Institute, and the Marshall
Grove Academy. All courses were for five months. The Marshall Collegiate
Institute charged $20 for its "Junior Class" and $30 for its "Senior Class." The
Marshall Grove Academy laught spelling, reading, and writing in its "First
Class" for $15, and this progressed to ancient languages and higher mathematics
in its 'Third Class" for $25.'H Randolph Campbell shows that this means of
education was expensive: "When it is remembered that the best land in the
country sold for less than ten dollars an acre, and that a bale of cotton grossed
less than fifty dollars, the relatively high costs of schooling become apparent."94
The Texas Military Institute in Rutersville, near LaGrange in central
Texas, advertised in Henderson that its curriculum consisted of two sessions at
$50 per session for a total of forty weeks. Board was $12 a month «including
fuel and washing," but cattle, horses, and sheep could be the medium of
payment. Boys could enter who were at least twelve years of age and who
could pass entrance exams in reading, writing, and arithmetic. 95
The female institutes had special rules. The Tyler Collegiate Institute
promised that "young ladies placed under the care of the principal and
boarding in the Institution, will not be permitted to attend parties, receive the
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company of gentlemen. or contract debts in town."% The San Augustine
Masonic Female Institute advised in the Marshall Harrison Flag that
"extravagance in dress is decidedly objectionable and subjects a young lady to
forfeiture of honors." Parties were prohibited. "Attending parties at any time
during the session is considered a serious evil inasmuch as it deranges the
studies, weakens the mental discipline, and often unsettles those who stay
away. as well as those who go, and consequently is strictly forbidden. "97
Business was good in 1858 with enrollment at eighty-seven.
Thos.e in Marshall who were fortunate enough to be able to read could
acquire magazines such as Hatper:\" Monthl.v at the Marshall Literary Depot. I.G.
Stearns also operated a lending library there. Books could be checked out for one
week at a time for ten cents each plus a deposit for the value of the book.',lH
As would be expected from advertisements. the most common theme of
the period was money and a concern for costs, payments, and deliveries. That
is the normal way of life. Where barter was so common, even for school
tuition, any asset had a utilitarian value beyond what we would nonnally
think. In this light, moral issues aside, slaves served functionally both as a
capital good and as currency. Demanding emancipation for a slave would be
the same as asking a man to give away 200 acres of land. The slave, on the
other hand, lived an existence where the world was a prison: he faced bondage
at home and jail if he left. Moreover, to be scarred by the experiences of
slavery was more than a metaphorical allusion.
By present standards a common theme was inconvenience. Mail was
delivered one or two days a week, and it took four days to travel 140 miles.
The area existed almost as an island, depending on everything from ordering
newsprint to selling fann production to move through distant New Orleans.
Patience was not only virtuous, but requisite.
Of course, from a perspective of a century and a half, we cannot be sure
of the subtleties of language. When the maker of tombstones expressed
"pleasure in filling all orders" we are not sure if he was being cute or
conscientious. But as the decade closed, the resolve of some was starkly
apparent. J.e. Short, a gunsmith in Tyler, made Kentucky rifles and his
advertisements over the years had proclaimed their long-range accuracy for
game hunters. He continued to make quality weapons, but in August 1861 , his
notice changed. His rifles now were "'warranted to kill an abolitionist at 400
yards.,,99 The period was rushing to its bloody conclusion.
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THE EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE HISPANIC COMMUNITY
IN FORT WORTH AND TARRANT COUNTY, TEXAS, 1849-1949
by Kenneth N. Hopkins

The Hispanic community is the fastest growing portion of the North
Texas population. Urban areas such as Fort Worth attract thousands of new
immigrants every year and provide a safe haven where native Hispanics can
prosper. This population trend is recent. In the early decades of Fort Worth's
history, there was almost no Hispanic population. Not until after 1900 did
sizeable numbers of immigrants from Mexico arrive, and they were not
particularly welcomed by the previous residenLs. Officials tended to ignore the
newcomers except when they perceived the Mexicans' presence as a problem.
Even today, we tend to ignore the contributions of this portion of our
community. With the exceptions of J'Nell Pate's North ofthe River (1994) and
Robert Talbert's Cowtown-Metropolis (1956), historical studies of Fort Worth
fail to mention non-white ethnic groups. Only recently have a few students,
scholars, and institutions commenced the painstaking effort of uncovering
primary source materials. The purpose of this essay is to provide a general
outline of the advent and early development of the area's Hispanic population
and to suggest possible topics of investigation. I
Although Texas was a Spanish and later a Mexican province, the upper
regions of the Trinity River were far above the line of colonization. They
remained the lands of the Indians until after the Texas Revolution and the
annexation of the state into the Union. In 1849, Major Ripley Arnold of the
United States Anny c!\tablished a military outpost at the junction of the West
and Clear Forks of the Trinity River. Fort Worth quickly fulfilled its purpose
of making the frontier safe for white settlement. By 1850, there were 664
white settlers in the newly established Tarrant County. Three years later, when
the Army abandoned the site to build a fort farther west, merchants took over
the empty buildings and founded the town.~
There were apparently no Hispanics among the earliest settlers. Although
Mexican drovers may have passed through Fort Worth driving cattle from South
Texas along the Chisholm Trail during the subsequent decades, the community
wa~ slow to attract Spanish-speaking residents. The federal census of 1870 and
early city directories, which date to 1877, listed no Spanish surnames.]
Even by 1880, there were only twelve individuals enumerated in the
federal census of Tarrant County (out of a total population of 6,663) who were
Mexican-born or had a Mexican-born parent. Of these twelve, nine unmarried
males and one unmarried female lived in the City of Fort Worth. The men
ranged in age from twenty-three to fifty-five years. All were common 1ahorers
or kitchen workers. Six lived in the household of Abby Grez, a thirty-threeyear-old, Mexican-hom laborer who was married to an Anglo woman. Two
others were prisoners in the city calaboose. A young dishwasher lived and
worked at the Mansion Hotel on Fourth and Main streets. The single female,
Lu ConChita, was an eighteen-year-old Cuban who boarded with a
dressmaker. The only Hispanic couple 1n Tarrant County was Oreo Matiice, a
thirty-year-old Mexican farm lahorer living near Johnson Station (Arlington)
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with his twenty~four year old wife, Julio, who was a native Texan but had
Mexican-born parents. 4
During the next decades the newly built railroads made Fort Worth a
distribution center for temporary manpower. A steadily growing population of
Hispanic workers migrated from Mexico and South Texas a."i far north as the
Canadian border and back seasonally as farm laborers. Some of the workers
gradually made their homes in Fort Worth. According to the census statistics
in 1890, forty-~even residents of Tarrant County were Mexican-born, one was
South American, and two were Cuban or West Indian. Unfortunately, because
the census schedule itsclf has not survived, nothing more about these
individuals can be known. s
The small Hispanic population was in flux at the turn of the century. It was
clearly established, ranging from around fifty to 100 adult residents, according
to the city directories of this decade. They were scattered in rooms and rent
houses of the working class neighborhoods on the southern and eastern edges
of downtown Fort Worth, primarily on South Main, Rusk (now called
Commerce), and Calhoun streets. The wage earners had settled into the lower
level of the urban economy as day laborers, as small-scale craftsmen such as
barbers, tailors, and shoemakers, or as food vendors. Specific members of the
population changed from year to year. A comparison of the listings of the issues
of the city directory for 1896, 1898, and 1900 shows only six of the same
individuals: Carmela Barbazza, a lime burner; Juan Cruz, a tamale peddler;
Riley Gonzales, a railroad worker; George Martinez, a chili peddler; Isidoro
Martinez, a tamale peddler; and Peter Rodriguez, a tamale peddler, The size of
the Mexican-born population, however, increased gradually.6
The census of 1900 provided additional insights on the nature of the
Hispanic population. The schedules listed ninety-four individuals either
Mexican born or of Mexican descent-seventy-four in the City of Fort Worth
and twenty in the surrounding countryside. Of these, a quarter were unmarried
or widowed adult males, They ranged from twenty to ninety years of age with
most in their late middle years. These men mostly had immigrated from
Mexico within the previous two decades and remained unnaturalized
residents. Ninc of the group described their occupations variously as chili
vendor, tamale peddler, or cook. The rest were day laborers. A few of them
rented houses, but most lodged with Mexican famihes. 7
Peter Rodriguez was a member of this group. At the age of seventy, he
worked as a cook amI a tamale peddler and rented a small house on Jones
Street, located at the eastern edge of downtown near the rail yards, Senor
Rodriguez, however, was not typical because he was a naturalized citizen who
had immigrated from Mexico in 1850. His name appeared in the Fort Worth
c.:lty directories for years prior to the 1900,8
More typical was Barrillo Buenillo, a fifty-nine year old widower. He had
immigrated from Mexico in 1896 and recently filed his citizenship papers. He
rented a house on Jones Street and operated a chili stand there. He acquired
extra funds by subletting a room to Victoriano Robledo. a fifty-year-old
bachelor who had immigrated in 1898. Robledo peddled tamales. 9
The one unmarried Hispanic adult female to appear in the census in 1900
was Juanita Salbedo. Senorita Salbedo had come to the United States in 1895
at the agc of eleven. She listed her occupation as bookkeeper. She boarded in
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the household of Alfred Clifford. a hotel keeper, with four other young women
aged seventeen to twenty years. H}
All but three of these single Hispanics resided within the city limits of
Fort Worth. The exceptions were Jot Joblee and his sons, Bill and Joe. who
lived in the countryside. They rented a small house and earned their daily
wages as laborers on neighboring farms. 11
Forty-nine other individuals in Fort Worth and twenty-two in the
lived as members of twelve family groups, The heads of these
households were somewhat better off economically than the single residents.
For example, Antonio Marrilo was a fifty-year-old proprietor of a restaurant
located on Sixth Street in downtown Fort Worth. He had immigrated in 1884
but only recently had applied for citizenship. His wife of twenty-five years,
Tintora, and their four children had joined him in the United States after six
years. They all lived above the restaurant and assisted in the cooking,
dishwashing, and other activities of the business. Apparently the restaurant
had entertainment because eighteen-year-old daughter Annetta was listed in
the census as a "danseuse."ll
country~ide

Another more successful member of the Hispanic population was Joseph
A. Leal. This thirty-six-year-old Mexican of Spanish-born parents arrived in
the United States in 1882. He became a naturalized citizen, married an
American-hom woman of French ancestry, and learned the trade of tailoring.
In 1900 his shop on Throckmorton, a street where there were several tailor and
dressmaker shops, had prospered to the point that Senor Leal had hired his
nineteen-year-old Mexican-born nephew, Joseph, as a second tailor. 11
Other members of this group were perhaps less prosperous, but still better
off than their single countrymen. Among the other married Hispanic males
were a musician, a teamster, two chili-stand owners, two tamale peddlers who
also operated board.ing houses for their fellow immigrants., two day laborers
who owned their own homes. and a wood chopper and a stockyard laborer
who both rented houses. Finally, Maquerite Lawrence, a twenty-four-year-old,
Mexican-born woman, had married Wade Lawrence, an English born fireman,
and lived comfortably with their three young children. 14
These married Hispanics tended to be somewhat younger and more
recently immigrated from Mexico. The ages of the heads of households range
from twenty-six to fifty-onc years, while the ages of their wives range from
sixteen to forty-three. Both husbands and wives had come to the United States
since 1884; a number of them had already become naturalized citizens. The
twelve couples had a total of thirty children, most of whom were also Mexican
born, and eight Hispanic boarders, who were mainly single men working as
day laborers. IS
The Hispanics in Fort Worth and Tarrant County could hardly be called a
"community." They were still too few and scattered geographically. The city
dwellers lived among other laboring folk, mostly immigrants from Europe,
near the railroad and stockyards.. In the countryside, two families lived close
to each other, but the third was in a different precinct. Most of the Hispanics
remained day workers on the edges of poverty, although a fledgling middle
class of shopkeepers was emerging. Whether there were any nascent MexicanAmerican social or cultural institutions was not indicated by the city
directories or the census. Their existence is doubtful becau~e the population
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remained largely transitory with the working class individuals who stayed in
Fort Worth for months or even a year usually moving on, undoubtedly for
greater economic opportunity.
8 y 1910, the year of the Mexican Revolution, the situation began to
change. That year the Fort Worth city directory listed 256 adult Hispanics.
Political and economic turmoil in Mexico pushed many workers northward
while promises of better steady wages pulled them to the urban areas. Of the
256 adult Hispanics, 168 were hsted as day laborers. Others were craftsmen
such as an armature winder, a jeweler, a blacksmith, a shoemaker, a candlemaker, two butchers, a stone mason, and five tailors. Still others were barbers,
a grocer, a pool hall operator, a labor agent, a hostler, a policeman, a music
dircctor, tamale peddlers, and kitchen workcrs. 16
These Hispanic residents were concentrated heavily in three areas. One
neighborhood consisted of the streets that bordered the great stockyards and
meat packing plants currently developing in North Fort Worth. The second
was located on the southeastern edge of downtown Fort Worth along the
multiple railroad right-of-ways and the railyards. The third area was located
several miles south of the city near the Texas Rolling Mills. Hundreds of the
Hispanic men worked as day laborers in these businesses. They took up
residence nearby in small rental houses provided for the workers. They did not
yet dominate any of these neighborhoods, but they had particular blocks
almost to themselves. 17
According to the census schedules for 1910 over 700 individuals of
Hispanic descent resided in Tarrant County. Of these, twelve were Spanishborn, 548 were Mexican-born, and 149 were born in the United States but of
Mexican descent. They lived in 121 households. Of these households, seventyfour percent were families consisting of a male head and a wife or the head,
his wife, and children. An example of this group was Pedro Gonzales, a thirtytwo-year-old male who had immigrated to the United States from Mexico in
1909. He worked as a section hand in the railyard, rented a house on
Weatherford Road, and supported his family of five. The family members
were his wife Mary Lopez, twenty-eight years old, and his children--eightyear-old son Pantalion, seven-year-old daughter Luisa, four-year-old son Jose,
and eight-month-old son Ramon. All of the Gonzaleses were listed as Mexican
born and unnaturalized. 18
j

This family structure was typical of the Hispanic community developing
in Fort Worth-head of the household in his thirties, wife in her twenties, and
young children. Altogether there were eighty-five couples and 205 children.
Some of the families had been in the United States a few years longer than the
Gonzales and had children born there. A few also included adult siblings of the
head, in-laws, and other relatives. Almost half of the families had boarders
who had immigrated to the United States even more recently. I"
Although family units were prevalent, many single Hispanics lived in
Fort Worth as well. There were 286 unmarried males. A few maintained their
own household. Por example, Polo Gara, a fifty-three-year-old Texan of
Mexican parentage, rented a house on North Houston Street and peddled
tamales fOT a living. Many of the males, however, lived in groups. Four miles
north of town working on the Fort Worth and Denver Railroad was a crew of
twenty-five laborers, all Mexican born and mostly around twenty years of age.
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A similar group camped a few miles southeast of Fort Worth on the road to
Mansfield. Seventeen Mexican men boarded with Phillip Acosta, a Mexican
restaurant proprietor; ten lived in a rooming house on E. Leuda Street; thirteen
in a railroad camp east of downtown; thirteen with Benito Trelino, a packing
house laborer; and fourteen with Estep Ramirez, also a packing house worker.
The other men stayed in smallcr groups of three to seven as lodgers with the
family units discussed above. Almost all of the young men had arrived in the
United States within the year.2<'l
This influx of Hispanics into Fort Worth and Tarrant County was not
great in comparison to the overall population. By 1910, Fort Worth was a
burgeoning city of 73,312 individuals. The number of people had increased by
almost 150 percent in the previous decade. During the same time the Hispanic
population had grown by over 700 percent.
The rapid growth of the Hispanic population in Tarrant County concerned
civic leaders. Issues of language, morality, unemployment, and sanitation, to
name a few of the possible problems, seemed to demand immediate public
action. The churches were the first to respond to the needs of this community.
During the earliest years, Saint Patrick's Church, located in downtown
Fort Worth, provided spiritual guidance to the few Hispanics in the area. The
sacramental records listed a scattering of Mexican individuals baptized,
married, or buried during the 1880s and 1890s. The Mexicans sat in the far
right hand aisle of the church (the rest of the pews being reserved by white
parishioners), and took part in the religious services. By 1913 enough
population had accumulated to justify a separate facility_ The Daughters of
Isabelle (later renamed the Catholic Daughters of America), purchased a shack
behind the Tarrant County Courthouse on Bluff Street near the Trinity River
and a second building farther north on Clinton Avenue to serve as catechism
centers. Within a year they had enrolled eighty-seven students_ By 1915, a
small church and school were erected at 1428 North Commerce Street in
North Fort Worth_ The church was under the care of Spanish Vincentian
Fathers who had been expelled from Mexico by Pancho Villa. The Sisters of
Charity of the Incarnate Word operated the school and the two centers. 21
Around 1910, the Methodist churches of Fort Worth began their effort to
assist foreign-born residents living around the stockyards and meat packing
houses of North Fort Worth. Miss Ll11ie G. Fox, a missionary on leave from
Mexico, was the first part-time worker. She rented a four-room cottage in the
neighborhood and conducted Sunday afternoon services and weekly sewing
classcs. The people who attended these classes represented all nationalities, but
it soon became evident that the Mexican population had the greatest needs. 22
A full tlme missionary, Miss Eugenia Smith, continued thls henevolent
work. With funds supplied by the Woman's Missionary Society and the City
Mlssion Board, she rented a cottage near the stockyards in a primarily Mexican
neighborhood. With the assistance of Miss Lucy Boyd, a public school teacher,
she opened a Sunday SchooL In 1913, another lot was purchased at 213-1 N.
Commerce and the Wesley Community House was erected. It was in a block
surrounded by saloons and brothels. Miss Smith immediately began a war on
these houses of vice. She also commenced a broad range of programs,
including a kindergartcn, home economics clubs, night language classes. a
lunch program, a free clinic, a library, a temporary shelter, a play ground, and
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various relief activities such as dispensing food and clothing. 23
Wesley House held religious services for adults as well. At first, converts
were placed on the roll of the Boulevard Methodist Church. In 1915, Reverend
Dennis Macune and twelve congregants formally organized a Mexican
Methodist Church. Juan Los Santos was licensed to preach and became the
first Hispanic pastor. Four years later, a separate building was erected on an
adjoining lot for the church. 24
The plight of the Mexican immigrants attracted other humanitarians. In
1914, Mateo Molina, a instructor of Spanish at the Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary and a student of the Brite College of the Bible at Texas
Christian University, both Fort Worth institution&, recognized the need of the
immigrants to learn the English language. He opened a mission school on East
21st Street near the stockyards. Soon more than a hundred pupils ranging in
age from seven to sixty attended night classes. Several teachers from TCD and
the public school system assisted Molina. He also conducted Sunday afternoon
religious and devotional services. Another part of his effort was to visit
Hispanic families on the north side, whom he found crowded into small,
poorly ventilated houses. He demonstrated techniques for better sanitation and
distributed food baskets at Christmas with the assistance of the Goodfellows
and individual subscriptions. 25
The efforts of the churches and humanitarians were increasingly
important because the growth of the Hispanic community was phemenonal.
By 1920 there were 4,471 Mexican-born residents in Tarrant County (not
including the native born group who were not separated in census statistics),
increasing over 600 percent, while the overall population of the county only
doubled to 152,800. Of these, 3,785 resided within the city limits of Fort
Worth, which had a population of 106,482. 26
What made the Hispanic presence even more significant was their
continued tendency to congregate into barrios. The three Hispanic areas-the
southeastern sidc of downtown Fort Worth, the stockyards north of the city,
and the roller mills south of the city-that had developed at the tum of the
century continued to attract the newcr immigrants. The Fort Worth City
Directory for 1920 indicated that some blocks in these areas were solidly
Hispanic. In addition, a fourth Mexican community known as "El Corte
Barrio" developed on the northwestern edge of downtown; its boundaries
included the Trinity River bottoms on the north and Lexington on the west,
West Bluff on the south, and North Florence streets on the cast. Whites often
criticized all of these areas, popularly called "Little Mexicos," as unsightly
and unsanitary slums, but for the Mexicans residents they were places of hope.
The humble houses, which were superior to the box-car dwellings of the
migratory workers, were brightly colored with cactus, shrubs, flowers, and
various decorations. 27
In the 1920s, the rush of migrants from Mexico and South Texas
continued in even greater numbers. The city watched this immigration with
mounting concern. In Spring 1921 the problem became a crisis. An editorial in
the Fort Worth Record reported that there were some 3,000 Mexicans migrant
workers 1n Fort Worth and vicinity who were without employment and were
being fed by charitable institutions. American labor agents had attracted them
by promises of good wages and the opportunity of being free of the economic
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chaos that had followed the overthrow of the Mexican national government
the previous year. Unfortunately, a business recession in the United States had
resulted in the cancellation of their contracts. Many of the unemployed
Mexicans were arrested for vagrancy; two had been sentenced to fifteen
months in federal prison for stealing food. 28
It was soon apparent that charitable groups and the police could not solve
the problem. Mayor E.R. Cockrell, with the help of the Fort Worth Welfare
Association, churches, and local businessmen, organized a "work and eat
program," Social workers and police officers spread the message for every
able-bodied Mexican male to come to Edwards Park in North Fort Worth.
They would be housed temporarily in regulation anny tents and fed three
meals in return for each day's work clearing brush and performing other odd
jobs in the park. If a man refused this offer, he was to be arrested and put to
work on the county roads. The program also included food and clothing for the
wives and children of the Mexican men who registered; ladies from the Red
Cross set up distribution centers and also delivered items directly to the houses
of the needy. By the middle of May, some 600 Mexican men had settled in
Edwards Park~ the park superintendent reported that they worked with vim and
much good Will. 29
Mayor Cockrell also contacted Mexican government officials. Consul
General Eduardo Ruiz, responding to complaints from many of the mayors of
larger Texas cities, led a delegation to tour the state. On April 21, the
delegation met with Fort Worth city officials, businessmen, and civic leaders
and then held a mass meeting at the butchers' union hall located near the meat
packing plants in North Fort Worth. The flags of Mexico and the United States
decorated the hall, and the Mexican participants greeted the officials with the
two nation's anthems and cheers of "Viva Mexico" and "Viva los
Americanos." Consul Ruiz told the group that the employed should stay where
they were because economic conditions in Mexico were poor, but those
Mexicans who were jobless and destitute would be repatriated. A local
commission headed by Trinidad Mancilla, a Fort Worth tailor, was to register
the Mexicans and arrange for their transportation back to the Mexican border. 30
The repatriation commission set up offices at the Fort Worth Welfare
Association and visited Mexicans on the North and East sides. During the
next s.ix weeks, four trains carrying approximately 3,000 Mexican men,
women, and children left Fort Worth for Laredo, where the people gathered
into relocation camps along with thousands of others from Dallas, Houston,
and other Texas cities, and later were transported across the border. The
Mexican government paid the cost of transportation and also wired $5,000 to
Mayor Cockrell as reimbursement for the relief measures that the city had
undertaken. On June I, the Fort Worth Record declared that the "starving
Mexican problem is a thing of the past." Two weeks later, the repatriation and
relief committee closed its offices. 31
While the immediate crisis was over the problem continued on a smaller
scale. In 1923, the Fort Worth's chief of police requested federal action
because of the flood of undocumented workers into the city. United States
District Attorney Henry Zweifield and Immigration Inspector H. Smith
conducted an investigation. The city police rounded up and held hundreds of
Mexicans, but later released then without further action. 32

EAST TEXAS HISTORTCAL ASSOCTATTON

61

The following year, the Fort Worth Record announced that hundreds of
Mexicans were "invading" the city during the first week of April, as they had
annually for years. They reportedly thronged the streets of the Mexican quarter
and overflowed into the downtown business district. At least a fourth of them
were illegal immigrants who had not paid the $8.00 head tax required by
immigration authorities, but as the newspaper reporter bemoaned, there was
"no practical way for wholesale deportation." Local lahar agents, such as
Eduardo Aldrete of Aldrete Employment Company, planned to ship that week
some 300 workers north via the railroad to the Carnegie Steel Company in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and another 200 to the sugar beet fields of The Great
Western Company in Nebraska. Other Mexicans took local jobs chopping
cotton or working in the meat packing plants or in the rail yards. 'H
In 1925 the "Little Mexicos" near downtown Fort Worth became the
target of a city-wide cleanup campaign. On December 1, Police Captain
George Hale led a general raid into the Little Mexico on the eastern edge of
downtown, arresting seventy-three idle Negros and Mexicans. His concern
was with numerous "floaters" reported in the area and with two recent
murders. The following day Dr. L. H. Martin, the city health director, headed
an inspection team composed of police, fIremen, and members of the
sanitation department. Martin's assessment was that "it was the filthiest place
[he] had ever seen~" he complained of tub after tub of dirty, stagnant water,
barrels of rotting garbage, broken water closets, and a stall in which a horse
and goat were kept that was not large enough. Fifteen eating establishments,
mostly located on lower Calhoun Street, were closed and the owners ordered
to obtain health permits. 34
Practically all of the Mexican shacks were fire traps. Dr. Martin ordered
the residents to clean up the houses or get out entirely. The firemen assisted by
razing some of the worst buildings and removing stacks of lumber that
appeared to be hazards. According to the health director, many of the shacks
were to be replaced with brick buildings. In the meantime, the clean up would
be worth thousands of dollars in valuation to the City. By March, city
authorities proclaimed that the condition of the district was a thousand percent
improved, the Mexicans having provided the work themselves after the
necessity of cleanliness had been pointed out by the inspectors. 35
Such direct action by city officials was rare, short-lived, and motivated
largely by concern with property value. Any real assistance received by the
Hispanic community continued to come from local church organizations. In
1922, the ladies auxiliary of the First Christian Church opened a Mexican
mission. Three years later, the Mexican Presbyterian Church was established.
The Wesley Community Center and the associated Mexican Methodist Church
expanded their activities. The Methodists received a boost in 1929 as a new
member of the Fort Worth Community Chest. Finally, the San Juan Catholic
Church, then under the control of the CJaretian fathers, erected a brick facility
and continued to operate two Mexican missions during this period.:>6
All of these organizations provided medical aid, emergency relief, classes
in English, hygiene, and American customs, and other social services and
religious activities. Competition between the denominations was strong. The
head of the Catholic Diocese often worried about "the proselyters who work
day and night in every Mexican neighborhood of this town." He was
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especially concerned about the "planned parenthood, birth control and many
other anti-Catholic and unchristian practices" that the Protestant groups
encouraged among the Mexicans. 3'7
Outstanding among the Protestant leaders was the Reverend Guillenno
A. Walls of the First Mexican Presbyterian Church. The son of a Scottish
father and Mexican motherl Walls was from Matamoras. He graduated from
Texas Christian University in Fort Worth and Union Theological Seminary in
Richmond, Virginia, then held various church posts in several Texas
communities. In 1925, the thirty-year-old minister arrived in Fort Worth as a
representative of the Tex-Mex Presbytery of the Southern Presbyterian
Church. After surveying the community, he selected a site for a church along
the Trinity River bottoms west of downtown in "La Corte Barrio." The
neighborhood was reputed to be the worst in Fort Worth, filled with vacant lots
used as dumping grounds, filthy and diseased, a haven for bootleggers, dope
peddlers, and criminals. JK
At first the members cclebmted under arbors and in courtyards of private
homes, but Walls was able to raise sufficient funds to purchase an old frame
building on the corner of West Bluff and Lexington streets, which previously had
been a I;;pcakeasy. On January 1, 1927, a congregation of twenty-three charter
members and their families held the first services of the Mexican Presbyterian
Church. Juan Frias and Nicolas Vera were the ftrst elders and Franscisco Vega the
first deacon. Two weeks later Walls and the officials organized a Society of
Christian Effort with three classes-infant, intennediate, and youth-to teach
Sunday SchooL The church slowly developed membership, but it was hindered
by the transient employment of many of its members and the reduced number of
Mexicans in FOlt Worth once the Depression came. 19
In 1928, the congregation was able to purchase adjoining land and erect
a new stone edifice. The building and bell tower were designed by Wall and
erected by members of the congregation. The old temple began a kindergarten,
a health clinic where Dr. M.E. Gilmore and Dr. J.W. Whitsitt for years
dispensed free medical care, and a temporary shelter for migrants. It later
housed a Mexican curio shop.4I.l
The curio shop was the brainchild of Walls and his wife. Walls wall
interested in promoting the economic well-being of the Mexican community
as well as that of the church. He belonged to the Mexican Chamber of
Commerce based in Dallas, and for awhile was the editor of the Mercurio, the
official publication of the Chamber. Hc combined that interest with his wife's
love of Mexican art, and was soon importing jewelry, pottery, and other
articles for sale to the public. The curio shop, which Wall billed as the "largest,
most complete [collection] of real Mexican curios in this part of the state,"
introduced Americans to authentic Mexican heritage; the profits went directly
to the mission work among the Mexicans. 41
By 1930, the influx of new Mexican immigrants into Fort Worth slowed
and an increasingly native Hispanic community developed. The federal census
reported that there were 4,553 Mexicans in Tarrant County (which by then had
a total population of 197,553). Of these people, 3,995 resided in Fort \North.
Less than half of the Hispanic population was foreign born; the majority were
natives, although undoubtedly many were first generation Americans. 42
Because the Census Bureau has not released the census schedules for
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1930, specifics about the population cannot can be ascertained. The Fort
Worth city directory for 1930 l however, provides limited details. It listed over
1.300 Hispanic adults living within the city limits of Fort Worth. Of these,
1,094 were males and 237 were females. Many of the names in the directory
(471) did not indicate any employment. Of those individuals listed with
occupations, 211 were laborers and 103 were simply employees. The packing
houses, the rail yards, and steel roUing mills continued to be the largest
employers of the Hispanic workers. There were, however, a number of small
businessmen and tradesmen: ~ixteen grocers, eleven barbers, ten pressers,
eight tailors, six shoe repainnen, twelve restaurant proprietors, and two tamale
peddlers. Most others worked as domestics, waiters, cooks, and other similar
service people. A few individuals had achieved more professional status, as
engineer~ pastor, physician, traffic manager, or veterinary surgeon.-Il
The Great Depression of the 1930s hit the Hispanic community hard. The
need for migratory farm work and the kinds of urban labor and services
performed by the Hispanic~ who had settled in Fort Worth was severely
diminished. Government statistics indicate that legal immigration from
Mexico to the United States plummeted [rom 40,154 in 1929 to 12,703 in
1930 and to 1,560 by 1935. Some of the immigrants in Fort Worth returned to
their native land, hut others held on, securing employment when possible and
obtaining welfare relief when necessary_ The overall appearance of the Little
Mexicos, however, changed little: in 1937 a social worker described the area
near Wesley House as "streets of small, homes, poor but neatly kept, with
flowers blooming in the dooryard~ and children playing everywhere."44
For some Hispanics, the 1930s were a period in which they became
permanently established in the community. For example, in 1935 Joe T. Garcia
established loe's Place, a restaurant, in a small frame house located at 2201
North Commercc_ Garcia had lived in Fort Worth since 1914. He had worked
for years in the meat packing plants and in his uncle's grocery store, where his
wife prepared lunches. The grocery had became a popular eating place, so
popular that Garcia decided to venture out in the middle of the Depression
with his own husiness. The new restaurant, later renamed Joe T. Garcia's,
attracted the important people of Fort Worth and became a local institution.
Newspaper publisher Amon G. Carter brought out-of·town guests and
mentioned the restaurant in the Fort lVorth Star Telegram. Garcia proved an
important connection to the Mexican community for politics; it was said he
eould deliver the Mexican vote on the north side. 45
Other Hispanics were not so fortunate. Besides the financial hardships,
there was considerable discrimination and segregation. Hispanics in Fort
Worth were never segregated to the same extent as African Americans; there
were no Hispanic-only cemeteries similar to Old Trinity and the People's
Burial Park. Most Hispanic children went to public schools with non-Hispanic
whites. At the schools, however, the children endured considerable pressure
from teachers and fellow students to forsake the Spanish language and
customs and assimilate into Anglo culture. Even in churches, the idea
prevailed that the Mexicans should be taken care of in strictly ethnlc
congregatl0n until the use of the Spanish language died OUt. 46
Clear geographic lines of separation existed as well. Hispanic residents of
North Fort Worth were restricted by tradition to the eastern side of North
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Main. To cross over into the Anglo side was to risk harassment or worse. Many
Anglo merchants refused to serve Hispanic patrons and public parks and other
facilities were closed to Hispanics except on certain days. The Hispanic
citizens, therefore, generally confined their non-work related activities as
much as possible to the barnos. 47
The barrios continued to offer the various institutions needed by the
community. By the late 1930s, some fifty Hispanic businesses developed,
including cleven groceries, ten restaurants, two night clubs, and severdl
garages. There were five recreational clubs, three civic groups, a chamber of
commerce, and a federation of Mexican societies to which most of these other
organizations belonged. 48
Religious institutions also thrived in the Hispanic community. By the
1940s there four Baptist, four Catholic, one Methodist, one Nazarene, one
Pentacostal, and one Presbyterian churches serving the Spanish speaking
population. According to a Mexican Chamber of Commerce report, seventyfive percent of the community were at least nominal Catholics while twentyfive percent were Protestants. It also reported a gradual increase in the number
of Mexicans attending Anglo churches. 4Q
The barrios offered a variety of recreational activities, including
neighborhood sports, films, and parks. Neighborhood youths used vacant lots
for baseball and football games. One team, the Aztecs, which was formed by
baseball players from all sections of the city, played against tcams from other
cities of North Texas. By the early 1940s a movie house, the Marine Theatre,
showed Mexican films seven days a week. It was patronized more by the older
people more {han the young. English-speaking theatres were also well
patronized by the Hispanic population. The number of Mexicans using the
parks and participating in recreational facilities provided by public and private
agencies constantly increased. so
But the harrios could not provide everything that the Hispanics needed. The
trend towards integration into the larger community had commenced. The
greatest equalizer of the period was World War II. The number of skilled workers,
clerks, otlice girls, men in business, and laborers in unions all increased in a
remarkable way. There were still local industries where the Mexican workers had
practically no chance of advancement, and the average salary for a Hispanic
worker was lower than a white worker doing the same job. Nonetheless, there
were definite signs of economic improvement; in 1925 only five Mexicans had
telephones, but in 1943 fifty-nine did, and in 1948 that number had risen to 271.51
The number of property owners also increased during and after lhe war.
Many Mexican workers purchased lots and built houses. The Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce encouraged developers to meet this need with houses
costing between $2,500 and $5,000, especially where they could add a room
or two as their conditions improve. It also advocated public housing, but not
on a segregated basis. The 300 Hispanic veterans who lived in Fort Worth
were an important factor in these sudden changes. After returning. many of
them left the "Little Mexicos" and took their families into other parts of the
city. This movement into traditionally white neighborhoods caused "a few
points of friction, [butJ these disappear[edl when the Anglos realize[d] that
nationally, Mexico is our neighbor and locally the Mexlcans, if given a chance,
can he good neighbors."52
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By 1949 there were 8,139 persons with Spanish surnames in Fort Worth,
or 2.9 percent of the total population. Of this total, 1,509 had been born in
Mexico. A study concluded that "while small in number, in terms of the total
city population, the Latin-American population is still significant, primarily
because a majority tend to live and function together under conditions of at
least partial exclusion from the general life of the community. Although
spatially, persons of Spanish surname reside in each of the forty-seven tracts
in 1950, their greatest concentration was found in twelve tracts around the
center of the city and extending north along North Main Street. One other area
of concentration was in the southern part of the city east of Hemphi 11 Street. "53
The first hundred years of Hispanic settlement in Fort Worth and Tarrant
County was a period of gradual growth and consolidation. For decades the
area failed to attract Hispanic settlers. Only gradually did a few individuals
and families, passing through to the cotton fields of East Texas or the northern
agriculture fields, decide to stay. Only after 1900 did the Hispanic population,
propelled by the economic and political crisis of Mexico and attracted by job
opportunities in the meat packing plants, the railyards, and the steel rolling
mill, begin to congregate in large numbers. The "Little Mexicos" that arose
around these businesses were a haven for the workers and their families that
provided familiar institutions and other Spanish-speaking people. They were a
matter of concern for the white civic leaders of Fort Worth and Tarrant County,
who valued the Mexicans' hard work and enjoyed the pleasures of a
"Mexican" meal, but questioned their manner of living and their
"foreignness." An uneasy accommodation existed throughout the early
decades of the twentieth century which allowed the two groups to coexist.
Severe strains were evident during the mid-1920s, when hundreds of jobless
immigrants and their families poured into the city. It was the climate of World
War II and its immediate aftermath that disrupted the situation completely: the
greater economic opportunity and ethnic-racial issues that the war had raised
made it impossible to continue the status quo.
This brief outline of the early development of the Hispanic community in
Fort Worth and Tarrant County opens many questions that historians will
someday answer. From what part or parts of Mexico did the immigrants come?
Did they bring institutions peculiar to a particular region? Who were their
leaders? What was the home life of the average Hi!\panic in Fort Worth like?
How much of their native beliefs and behaviors did they retain and how much
was lost because of the pressure of assimilation? What were the effects of
segregation? How did the political roles of Hispanics evolve? The answers to
these questions and others arc part of the rich heritage of Fort Worth and other
northern Texas cities, which is undoubtedly different from the long-settled
areas such as San Antonio and South Texas. These questions will be
answerable only by the painstaking accumulation of evidence, written and
oral, just begun by individuals and institutions in the Fort Worth area.
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THAT OLD STEER: AS TOLD BY BUSTER MOORE
by Curtis Tunnell

The rich fabric of our Texa'\ heritage is reflected not only in the
structures, documents, and artifacts left by previous generations, but also in
the stories of interesting and important events recorded by individuals in their
unique style.
Buster Moore of Huntsville, Texas, is a master East Texas storyteller.
Buster has spent his life working with trained dogs and fine horses to recover
stray cattle and feral hogs from the deepest woods. He was born in 1920 in
Jewett, Texas, and grew up working cattle and hogs. About 1935, he began to
do rodeo work for the Old Texas Kid. He had been plowing and working in
cotton for fifty cents per day and Texas Kid paid him a dollar a head for riding
bucking horses and wild bulls, so he could "eat a lot better." He was one of the
only cowboys who successfully rode a wild cow known as Rodeo Queen that
had brass knobs on her horns. He even went to Madison Square Garden with
the Texas Kid and commented: "That building was a hell of a lot of bam."
In May 1989 I spent several pleasant hours recording a small sample of
Buster's fascinating tales. One of his favorites is the story of "That Old Steer."
Buster was proud of the fact that he had always lived by his wits, and in this
tale he outsmarts one of the educated and wealthy men of the town after the
fellow rejected his offer to catch a renegade steer for a fair price. In the end
Buster not only made considerably more money on the deal, but even
continued to prevail in the matter years later. The lesson to be learned from this
story is this: if a skilled craftsman offers you a fair price for accomplishing a
difficult task, you would be wise to accept his offer.
Buster begins: "So I went to work ranching down here catching wild
cattle out of the old woods and sel1ing them, and making a little money. In one
instance, a man down here, Old Man Al C_ _[family names are not crucial
to the story] had a big steer down there on the river and they couldn't get him
in the lot. So he asked me one day in the Texan Cafe, he says, "What will you
charge me to go catch that old steer?" I told him $35 dollars. And he'd go:
"Owhhh!" Well, he had mamed a S
and they're real tight. He said:
"Owhhh, too much, too much," and he turned and walked out.
Well, we got a flood in the end of May. He sent a bunch of town people
down there to catch that old steer. He dldn't want to pay nobody to catch him.
They got after him, and he hit that overflow. Twelve cows and three calves and
this old steer went into the river. And some people was running them down the
river in boats. And they got ahead of them and throwed em out in Otto T_ _'s
pasture across the river.
Well, along about Tuesday that week they told me about them running
that old steer in the backwater. So Mr. C_ _ come back to the Texan Cafe
and he says, "Say Buster, what will you charge me to catch that steer?"
I said: 'LOh, $50 dollars."
"Euwww! My God! You done gone up!"

Curtis Tunnell is the former director of the Texas Historical Commission.
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"Yes Sir, and the steer's gone too. He done gone down the river over in
that rough country."

He said, "Would you come up to the office and talk with meT
And I said, "Yes Sir."
T had a good friend, Owen S
, who went along. He liked to drink
quite a bit, and he wanted to hear the conversation. He was egging it along
because he knew I was the only one in this country who could catch the steer
and had the dogs and horses and was capable of doing that kind of work.

We met up there and Mr. Al says, "I just--T ain't going to pay you $50
dollars to catch a steer. You're liable to catch him in an hour!"
1 said, "1 think I would."

He said, "Well, I'm not going to do that. What would you give for that
steer'!" And now Owen went to winking at me.

I said, "I don't know. I guess I'd give $100 dollars for him."
He said, "Well, Glen W_ _ told me that steer'd bring $350 dollars."
I said, "Oh, no Sir. That's down here in the auction ring. That ain't down
yonder on that river bottom."
And he studied and he said, "Well, I'm just going to sell him to you, but
I want you to sign some papers." And he had that bookkeeper, Ed B_ _• draw
up a document that looked like the Houston Chronicle. I had to sign every
page, so if there was an accident or a dog got hurt, anybody couldn't come
back on that S
estate.
So we got through and I was sitting over there with an old broke down
hat on, and cow shit all over me, and I said, "Mr. AI, Twant you to have that
man type me up a bill of sale for one Brahma steer branded 7Y on the left hip."
"What's that forT'
I said, "So some of you thieving bastards can't take him away from me.
I done heard Joe S_ _ and Bill F_ _ and they're going to try to buy him and
kill him--shoot him and load him on a trailer. Winchtruck him and have a big
barbeque."

So he had that man takc it all down and Mr. C
signed it. I gave him a hundred dollar bill.

signed it, and I

And I called my brother, and he come down there. And he came walking
in that door one morning about 4:30 or a quarter of 5:00 and had his horse and
dogs. And we went over there across the river. That old steer was in Otto
T_ _'s pasture. And you have to get permission to be on his fann. You can't
just go in there ripping off, you know, without letting him know. But I was a
good friend of him. I helped him with cattle. And he met us over there. We
went into the bottom and found this old steer. He was a BIG steer, great big
steer. He wasn't all that wild, but he just beat old man H_ _ and them town
people that he had down on that place.
So we drove him on out there on that field. Otto kept saying: "You better
go ahead and catch that steer. He's going to run off!"
I said, uNo, he ain't going off with them dogs up there in front of him. He
ain't going nowhere! He ain' t going to run off, Mr. Otto."
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And finally I told him> I said, "Well, we'll get him out here and we'll just
catch him."
The old steer broke and run and Ijust stuck the little old pony to him and
she run up there and stuck her nose in his rear end and 1 burnt in on him, roped
him, set him up. My brother loped up there and we got a trailer and we
snatched him in> and we wuz back in Huntsville at the cafe by 8:30 and we
went in there to eat breakfast.
After breakfast we carried him over there to this locker plant man, Mr.
C_ _. He was to give me $38 dollars a hundred wann-weight for him. You
know, warm-weight and cooled out weight is different. They weigh more
when they're hot. Well, I got over there and come to find out his head wouldn't
go through that killing hole. So we had to carry him up a ramp. I put two nylon
ropes on him, my brother got ahead and went on around them posts, and we
take him up and carried him around onto the killing floor. And T shot the old
steer and we dressed him, hauled him up and weighed him. He brought me
$385 dollars.

So Mr. Jim wrote me out a check and we all shook hands. And I said,
"Say Jim, now 1 want that head. I want you to put it in a cooler and hold it for
me, with that cape and all, because Mr. M_ _ over at the- Sealey auction, he
wants a head and it's better than that head he's got hung in his auction sale
there."
He said, "I'll take care of it Buster."
So he put it in the cooler and we went on back over to tile cafe and drank
coffee. And in a little bit Mr. Al walked in and said, "Say, they say you caught
the old steer,"

1 said, "Yes Sir. I did!"
We was sitting there, me and my brother and two or three of the old hands
around the cafe. He pulled up a chair and says, "Well, by the way, what did
that steer bring'!"

I said, "I don't know, I don't remember." And I just pulled that check out.
Of course, 1 had it memorized, $385 dollars. It made me $385 dollars right
quick. But I handed him that check, and boy, he just sat there and just shaked
like he had some bad disease.
He said. "Wooo! Ohhh!" He said, "My Lord Almighty!" He said, "I
didn't know that!"
I said, "Well, I know you're smart and you married a rich lady, and all
that, but I want you to explain one thing to an ignorant fellow with a third
grade education. Why didn't you give me $35 dollars to go catch that steer?
Look what you would have made."

He said, "That was just too much money. Won't let nobody make that
much money!"
And I said. "Now, how in the hell you telling me that you ain't going to
let nobody make that much money?" I said, "Now what kind of education have
you got?"
Well, we laughed and bulled there about it.
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Then he said, "Yeah, Buster, what did you do with that old steer's head?"

Tsaid, "1 got it over there in the cooler. Mr. M_ _ over there at Sealey
runs that big auction barn, and he wants it to go up in his auction barn."
"Oh," he says, "I sure would like to have that." He says. "Gabe would
like to have that." That's his son. He says, "I kind of want to keep that steer's
head and have it mounted. My son remembers the old steer in the bottom down
there."
I said, "Well, I'll tell you how you can get it. You just give me that
hundred dollar bill I give you for it, and you can have it back." And he went
in his pocket and got that same rusty hundred dollar bill I'd been packing for
two years, and gave me that hundred dollar bill back for the steer's head. And
so that cleared the steer. He made me $485 dollars.

But the funny part is, when my boy corne on up and got older, and he had
secn him a lot of wrecks in that river and nearly drowned horseback, and had
roped these old wild cattle. He asked about that old steer head. So I went down
to Mr. AI's and drove in there one day and rung the old belL And finally he
come walking our the back door. And he remembered me.
"Get out Buster!"
And J said, "No.1 just want to look at this old steer head," I looked up
there [on the screened-in back porch] and I saw it, and he hadn't kept it dusted
or nothing, you know, hadn't took care of it. And the old hair was beginning
to shp on it.
And I said, "Mr. AI, I'd sure love to have that old steer's head."
And he said, "Well. 1'm going to give it to you when I die." He said, "You
know, that boy of mine, Gabe, don't care nothing about that old steer or
nothing like it."
That old steer had awful wide horns on him, So I went back in later
years-after Old Man Al passed, and his wife called me and told me to
come get that "junk" [steer's head] out of there, she didn't care how much it
cost her. So she paid me $35 dollars just to get that messy old head away from
there!"
This story was recorded on tape cassette and transcribed verbatim.
Interviewer's questions, commcnls, and chuckles were eliminated from this
draft. We have tried as much as possible to preserve Buster's words and
expressions exactly as they are recorded on the tape.
Mr. Moore has my most sincere gratitude for his patience and generosity
in sharing his recollections of a unique life. I also want to express my
appreciation to Mr. Thomas Anders of Huntsville for arranging oral history
interviews in lhe area and for his untiring efforts to preserve all the interesting
facets of our Texas heritage.
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BOOK NOTES
by Archie P. McDonald

The flow of books on Texas continues, thank goodness, and here are
some that attracted the editor's attention.
Leon Hale's, Supper Time: Recollections and Recipes (Winedale

Publishing, Box 130220, Houston, TX 77219, $23.95), gives you what you
would expect if you happen to be a long-time reader of his columns in the old
Houston Post and now the Houston Chronicle. "Customers," as Hale calls the
faithful readers, who have followed the saga of his life, will not be
disappointed in this highly personal love story between the author, four of the
women in his life (mother, mother-in-law, and wives), and above all, food.
Hale reprises an old argument about "supper" versus "dinner" by way of
explanation of his title, then describes the pathos of his life, especially about
feeding himself after a divorce. This is followed by reminiscences of eating
experiences in other autobiographical chapters titled Early Life, In The Army
Now (my favorite part), The Family Table, and Camp Cookery. "The Catfish
Chowder Event," a tribute to a later-in-life Mrs. Hale, is particularly
endearing. Hale can turn a phrase that lets the reader follow along as in a
conversation; the ease with which he does so masks the hard work required to
produce that intimacy but not the talent behind the hard work. Leon Hale was
seventy-eight years old when this work was written. May he go on writing.
And one who can not because of his death at age sixty-three, is Jerry
Flemmons, noted travel writer, reporter, and columnist for the Fort Worth Star
Telegram. At hand is the latest collection of Flemmons' essays, Cunnudgeon
In Corduroy: The Best of Jerry Flemmons' Texas (TCU Press, P.O. Box
298300, Fort Worth, TX 76 129). I do some identifying here, as a selfconfessed curmudgeon l and also see similarities between Hale and Flemmons.
Hale is East Texas, Plemmons West Texas. Both can look at a situation Of a
sunset and sec a story in it. Plemmons, despite some deliberately fractured
grammar, is the more literary of the two. Both essentially write about their
lives. Flemmons' fare is Fort Worth. Herein are essays about the architecture
of some of that city's best known structures, individuals, and institutions
presented with an irreverence only cummdgeons can survive. Stones I liked
best (and learned from) in this col1ection concern Flemmons' coverage of the
University of Texas sniper, his association with Marguerite Oswald-mother
of Lee Harvey-and attendance at the premier performance of Texas' first
topless band. Plemmons was, simply, a great writer.
Newspaper writing again. Otha C. Spencer sent his two-volume collection, Cow Hill "Bits & Pieces:" An Irreverent History of Commerce and Its
People (The Country Studio, Campbell, Texas 75422), which contains
gleanings from his weekly column in the Commerce Journal. The premium is
on mentioning as many of Commerce's citizens, living and dead, as possible,
but tucked among them is some thoughtful philosophy. Spencer is proud of
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what he calls the smallness of Commerce, where a plumber will come and fix
a leak on July 4--that sounds like a life experience to me.
The annual edition of Best Editorial Cartoons of the Year, 1999 Edition,
edited by Charles Brooks (Pelican Publishing Co., 1000 Bunnaster St.,
Gretna, LA 70053), contains hundreds of examples of what artistcommentators thought about topics of American and Canadian life during
1998. Although the contents page says the collection is divided into eighteen
categories as different a, The Economy, The Military, and Other Issues, all
include something about President Bill Clinton, and nary a bit of it is positive
except in an around-the-bam way, such as implying that the booming economy
led the sixty-five percent of those polled who approved of the president to do
so in spite of accusations, and later a confession, of his moral impropriety.
Most editorial cartoons are negative and are supposed to be. About the only
exceptions here show the arrival in Heaven of the departed Alan Shepard, Roy
Rogers, Gene Autry, and Florence Griffith Joyner. Not even the custom of
speaking well of the dead prevails-one cartoon ha<.; Alabama Governor
George Wallace rolling up to Heaven in his wheel chair and saying that he
hoped no one was blocking the door; another showed three KKK and three
African American pall bearers looking in surpri~e at each other across
Wallace's casket. But it is the concentration on charges against President
Clinton that pervade the whole, showing as well that he was the dominant
newsmaker and chief thorn in the side of so many who will never reconcile to
his election victories in 1992 and 1996. Here are some of my favorites on other
s~bjects: a fellow worrying about Y2K and checking his work and home
computers, laptop, cell phone, beeper, answering machine, FAX, VCR, digital
clocks, etc., and then deciding that going back to 1900 might be a good idea;
one fellow about my age decrying the $10 per dose cost of viagra and his
sarcastic wife saying so what? "that's only $40 a year;" and a father telling his
kid that he had to walk barefoot in the snow to school and her response that
her problems in school included drug dealers, gangs, child molesters, and
figuring out how to adjust her bullet-proof vest. Maybe 1900 wasn't so bad.
Don't read this one while you are depressed.. But when you do read it, you will
see these cartoonists' perspective on the year that was.
Larry L. King: A Writer s L~fe In Letters, Or, Reflections In A Bloodshot
Eye, edited by Richard A. Holland (TCD Press, P.O. Box 298300, Fort Worth,
TX 76129, $27.50), is composed entirely of King's correspondence to an
eclectic audience commencing in 1954 and ending in March 1999. King has
enjoyed a career a"i varied as serving as an aide to Lyndon Johnson and writing
The Best Little Whorehouse In Texas for Broadway and Hollywood. I first
noticed him as the author of Confessions ofa White Racist (1971) and articles
for Texas Monthly, and more recently enjoyed True Facts, Tall Tales & Pure
Fiction, published in 1996. And like everyone else, I viewed the altered
Hollywood version of Whorehouse. I was taught better than to read other
people's mail, but got over the guilt of it when preparing biographies of
Jediediah Hotchkiss and W.B. Travis-I had to read their letters to know what
they were doing and why_ Both were long deceased; King is still with us, so
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that makes this more dicey. But King doesn't mind. He gave the letters to the
Southwestern Writers Collection at Southwest Texas State University and
assisted Holland, a former curator of the Collection, in the preparation of this
volume-he even wrote the Foreword for it. I enjoyed Jay Milner's
Confessions OfA MadDog because it enabled a vicarious exposure to the ways
of Texas writers; consider this in the same category. King's deliberate
misspellings and factured language make reading his letters like
eavesdropping on conversations between the writer and his friends. Such
communications naturally contain references known only to the writer and his
originally intended reader, but editor Holland has done a good job in
identifying many of the persons or events that would have left the reader
wondering, If you like King's writing, here is a bunch of it.
Redefining Southern Culture: Mind and Identity in the Modern South, hy
James C. Cobb (University of Georgia Press, 330 Research Dr, Athens, GA
30602, $40.00) continues and alters interpretations advanced by Cobb in 1982
in The Selling of the South; in other words, it is the latest evolution of his
attempt to understand the South. The argument(?) still revolves around
agrarianism v. industrialization, Old v. New, W.J. Cash v. C. Vann Woodward,
but Cobb also uses country music and the blues and other cultural aspects for
the present examination. He concludes with observations about the South's
declining distinctiveness and suggests that future studies should focus more on
its similarities with the rest of the world.
Telling Western Stories From Buffalo Bill to Larry McMurtry, by Richard
W. Etulain (University of New Mexico Press, 1720 Lomas Blvd, NE, Albuquerque, NM 87131-1591, $35.00), originated as the Calvin Hom Lectures
delivered in Albuquerque in 1998. Those four lectures fonn the basis for
chapters titled Creation Stories, Untold Stories, Traditional Stories, and New
Stories, to which has been added a prologue on the Origins of the Western
Story and an epilogue titled Toward a New Gray Story, a response to New
West interpretations. For decades Etulain has been a prominent writer-critic of
the Western. He uses the stories to tell us about changing interpretations of the
West from the Civil War to the present I like his review in the "Gray" area of
Old Friend Larry McMurtry, whom he credits with inventing a new Gray West
in Lonesome Dove, Anythin~ For Billy, and Buffalo Girls.

Bobby Nieman of Longview sent a copy of Glenn Elliott: A Ranger's
Ranger (Texian Press, Box 1684, Waco, TX 76703, 1999), that he helped
Ranger Elliott write. It begins with an prologue fitting to the image of our
state's legendary law enforcement agency: avenging a wrong because it was
the right thing to do. The project began when Elliott asked Nieman to help him
prepare a review of his service for his son and daughter. This was a good
enough reason, but Nieman knew that Elliott's story had broader implications.
They worked from Elliott's files with Nieman selecting cases that offered the
full menu of Ranger duties. The product is autobiographical and written in
Elliott's voice. though Nieman occasionally interjects his own observations.
Briet1y, Elliott was born and grew up in Windom, located in extreme northeast
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Texas. He served in the Anny during WWII, came home and married his longtime sweetheart, and supported his family by working at various jobs until he
found his calling in law enforcement. He became a Highway Patrol officer in
1949, a Texas Ranger in 1961, and retired in 1987. The remainder of the
volume is an account of Elliott's dealing with most of the criminal activities in
his area until his retirement. Elliott pays tribute to hard work and cooperation
among aU law enforcement agencies. His book reads like a man talks, and this
quality makes it difficult to put down once started.
Landmark Publishing, Inc., (4410 West Vickery, Suite 101, Fort Worth,
Texas 76107), has sent along two publications. Celebrating 150 Years: The
Pictorial History of Fort Worth, Texas, 1849-1999. edited by Paul Oates, with
an Introduction by Dr. Richard Seleer and Old Friend Dr, Ben Procter, the sage
of Texas Christian University's Department of History. This one costs $60.00
and will just about cover your coffee table, but is full of articles by Delbert
Bailey, Douglas Hannan, Joyce M. Williams, Judy Alter, Hollace Ava Weiner,
Ruth Karbach, Quentin McGown, Duane Gage, Jim Noah, Fernando Costa,
and Willam Barney. Plus, of course, the pictures, what makes such volumes so
worth while to those with a special interest. Articles and photos provide
blanket coverage for every institution-human, educational, business,
cultural-in Fort Worth. I've known Ben Procter long enough, and well
enough, to accept his endorsement as gospel.
Landmark's other offering is, well, a tribute to a real landmark in Texana
and Civil War publications: a reprint of Harold B. Simpson's four-volume
celebration of Hood's Texas Brigade packaged in a handsome box. Titles
include Hood's Texas Brigade In Poetry And Song (1968), Hood's Texas
Brigade: Lee:~ Grenadier Guard (1970), Hood:\' Texas Brigade: In Reunion
And Memory (1974), and Hood's Texas Brigade: A Compendium (1977). I
knew Harold when he was still working on his PhD at TCU and establishing
himself as THE writer on Hood's Brigade; met him at an ETHA meeting
where he presented a paper on his favorite subject. His monuments are many,
but these two stand out: the great Confederate Research Center at Hill College
and this four-volume set on our state's best-known military unit in the Civil
War. Original editions of the volumes are rare and expensive, so Landmark's
publishing of a new edition as a set is a considerable contribution to those of
us who work in the fields of Texas and/or Civil War history. I know several
folks who would like to receive this set for their next birthday present or under
their Christmas tree.
Here is one we always anticipate eagerly: the Texas Almanac, 2000-2001,
Millennium Edition, edited by Mary G. Ramos (The Dallas Morning News,
Box 655237. Dallas, Texas 75265). This edition contains the usual (updated)
state profile, rankings, county revlew, population data, election information,
etc., and also special histories of the Texas Rangers, oil, and other topics. I am
pleased to learn that Nacogdoches County still has its familiar tornado shape
on the map printed on page 237, and Stephen F. Austin State University is yet
claimed as one of the county's assets. The Texas Almanac started elsewhere
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but has been associated with the Dallas Morning News so long that Big D
holds the paramount association with it, and it is among the DMN's most
useful services. It is a reflection of the writer's age that one of the most
interesting features is an obituary section covering the period of July 1977July 1999, wherein we find notices of the departure of such fellow Texans as:
Gene Autry and Tom Bradley who went to Los Angeles to find their star; Bob
Bullock, who stayed home; James Byrd Jr. of Jasper, who found an unwanted
fame; John Denver, on a Rocky Mountain High; James L. Fanner Jr., who got
to the CORE of the matter; William Humphrey, who did not come home from
the hill; Robert Luby, who founded my favorite cafeteria chain; Lucil Travis
Martin, who found fame as Box.car Willie; Alan Shepherd, though an adopted
Texan, the first one of us in real space; Doak Walker, all-everything in
football; and too many others.
I had to wait until my birthday to get a copy of Tom Brokaw's The
Greatest Generation (Random House, New York, 10022), because my
daughter-in-law laid down the law that this time I was not to just go out and
buy what I wanted. The wait was worthwhile. It is an excellent book in so
many ways and has only one obvious weakness. Excellent in concept of
arguing, effectively, that the generation of Americans who experienced the
Depression and World War 11 was "the greatest" because it accomplished so
much and expected so little. Maybe that is why this generation accomplished
so much. Excellent also in Brokaw's writing, for he found just the right way
to express the emotions so many of us feel. My WWII experiences were all
"home front" since I was but six years old when it began, but] find resonance
in Brokaw's words. The only weakness: none of the examples in this collective
biography are Southerners, much less Texans, and our greatest generation did
include some who were worthy. Consider this the gripe of a provincial.

As Noble As It Gets, by Hany P. Noble, Jr., with illustrations by Richard
E, Murphy, printed by Texian Press in Waco, is a second volume of Noble's
observations about life in San Augustine, Texas. This one is partially
autobiographical. Section titled Growing Up, Korea, NASA, and Family Man
contain brief articles on Noble's experiences as a youth in San Augustine,
military service, service as a computer operator for aUf space ex.ploration
program, and family life. The style is reminiscent of Lewis Grizzard, Leon
Hale, Jerry Flemmons, Roy Blount, Jr., or other "take you into their
confidence" writers, and the illustrations are genuinely humorous. Concluding
sections titled Redland Folklore-Real, and Not So Real, complete the book,
but the first part is much the more interesting. San Augustinians probably read
these pieces first in their Tribune, and now the rest of us can get a glimpse of
life in that unique place.
Texans Behind The News: Texas Journalists ofthe 20th Century, by Dede
Weldon Casad (Eakin Press, P.O. Drawer 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159,
$15.95), contains biographical sketches, with photos, of Sarah McClendon,
Walter Cronkite, Liz Carpenter, Dan Rather, Jim Lehrer, Linda Ellerbee, Bill
Moyers, Sam Donaldson. Bob Schieffer, and Molly Ivans. Most were born in
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Texas and all got their start in journalism in our state, so each can be
considered "Texan." McClendon, Carpenter. and Ivins remain primarily print
journalists, although Ivins has appeared on television, while the remainder are
primarily electronic journalists, although all but Donaldson began with
newspapers. Moyers was press secretary for LBJ and Carpenter filled that role
for Mrs. Johnson, whilc Donaldson and Rather "covered" presidents on White
House assignments for ABC and CBS. McClendon is the "champ" in this
category: she has reported on presidents from Franklin D, Roosevelt through
Bill Clinton. All journalists included cooperated with Casad in the preparation
of their biographies.
Pray Without Kidding: More Inspiration, Satire, and Humor from an
Educated Baptist, by Jerry F. Dawson (Eakin Press, P.O. Drawer 90159,
Austin, TX 78709-0159) does not have an oxymoron in its title. Herein
Dawson continues what he began in Elmer and the Peas a1Ul Other
Dawsonisms (1997), and we have another seventy-three vignettes on his life
as a educator at secular (Southwest Texas State University, Texas A&M) and
denominational (Wayland Baptist University, East Texas Baptist University)
schools, and in Baptist state-level offices. Dawson does not attempt to separate
his roles: he is at once an educator and a minister, a preacher and a teacher. He
uses his experiences-the mundane as well as the monumental-to tcach
lessons in living and in serving God. And he proves that a sense of humor is a
positive in both.

78

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Tales ofthe Sabine Borderlands: Early Louisiana and Texas Fiction, Theodore
Pavie. Edited with an introduction and notes by Be~le Black Klier (Texas
A&M University Press, 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX 77843-4354)
1998. Contents. Tllus. Acknowledgments. "The Myth of the Sabine."
Index. P.IIO. $25.95. Hardcover.

Theodore Pavie was eighteen years old and a full-blown, wide-eyed
Romantic in 1829 when he sailed from France to Louisiana to visit his uncle
on a pJantatlon near Natchitoches. While there, Pavie was adventurous enough
to explore the wilderness road between Natchitoches and Nacogdoches, and he
was completely entranced by the people of the frontier wilderness on both
sides of the Sabine River. He absorbed the whole Borderland panorama, ran
the experience through the filter of The Romantic Age, and produced a semifictional travel book and several short stories. The short stories. these Tales of
the Sabine Borderlands. might well be the fIrst fiction generated out of the
Pineywoods of East Texas and northwest Louisiana.
Tales of the Sabine Borderlands consists of fOUf short stories that Pavie
wrote in the Borderlands setting and with the Borderlands characters whom he
encountered, Le Negre is about the brutal mistreatment of an African trlbal
chlcftain who has become a slave in Louisiana. Le Lazo ("Lasso") is a love
story set in Mexican Nacogdoches that pits a Mexican cavalryman against his
colone] in the love of a pure Spanish maiden. The lasso is the weapon which
gives the final victory to the cavalryman. Le Peau d'vurs ("The Bear Skin")
tells about the conflict on the Borderlands between Native Americans and
frontier Europeans, in this case French Canadians. Le Cachupin (a Spanishborn settler) is about a Spanish-born couple who are forced by the new
Mexican government of Texas to flee to the Louisiana Borderlands. They are
taken in by an English planter who alters the course of their lives.

The Tales are not great hterature, by any means. The stories are thin and
lacking in suspense. The plots arc contrived and hinge on coincidence and
manipulation. The characters are mostly flat, real good or real bad. And
Pavie's writing style is romantically and melodramatically effusive.
But Theodore Pavie saw the Texas-Louisiana Borderlands in 1830 when
it was still being contested hy international powers, on one hand, and rival

settlers, on the other. And he wrote about it. He wrote about the frontier life he
encountered on his uncle's plantation. He described scenes in Natchitoches
and Nacogdoches and the dangers of the lawless Neutral Ground. And he
caught the feeling of the deep woods and river bottoms of the Sabine and the
Red rivers before settlers spotted them with cabins and clearings. Although he
wrote about the Borderland as he saw it through an eighteen-ycar-old's
romantic and sometimes naive imagination, he was one of the few who put his
observations in vivid description so that we can see it in our minds' eyes 170
years later.
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As a Frenchman, Pavie was conscious of the French Canadians in north
Louisiana, and he made me conscious of them also, which I had not been
before. Pavie met and knew these Frenchmen who had boated the waterways
of French Louisiana from the 51. Lawrence, through the Great Lakes, and
down the Ohio and Mississippi to the Borderlands. I had never thought of
those northern trappers and woodsmen as being a part of the population of
north Louisiana. Pavie painted a vivid picture of them in Le Peau d'ours, as
outer-fringe frontiersmen looking for peace and solitude in the vanishing
wilderness.
Pavie saw and described the Indians of the Borderlands. He described the
warlike Coushattas before they were decimated and forced to join the
Alabamas to survive twenty years later. He described the fear that the
Comanches of central and western Texas instilled in settlers as far from
Comanche grounds as Natchitoches. He described in depressing details the
plight of most of the surviving Indians-drunk and despised, in poverty,
hanging about frontier villages-because their tribes and homes were lost. The
Borderlands and East Texas became the cultural sink for Indians from as far
away as Delaware. All of those Indians had been rolled under and pushed
ahead of the advancing Anglo colonists by America's belief in its Manifest
Destiny. Pavie describes these defeated, outcast Indians well, particularly in Le
Lazo and U.l Peau d'ours.
Pavic saw slaves who were only a generation away from Africa, or who
were straight from that Dark Continent. As he did with the Indians, he was
sometimes derisive of their black savagery, and he sometimes elevated them
into icons of the Noble Savage so revered by early nineteenth-century
Romantics. His persecuted tribal chief in Le Negre responds to the cruelty of
the plantation overseer in the elevated language of a European Romantic hero.
Pavie spent eight days in February in Nacogdoches, visiting with John
Durst part of that time. He gives us a rare description of that frontier outpost
at that time. In the Mexican reaction to the Fredonia Rebellion of December
1826, Mexico had sent Colonel Piedras and companies of cavalry and infantry
to Nacogdoches to protect the frontier from further intrusions. Pavie describes
their impoverished military lives on the Plaza Principal of that town, a Plaza
Principal that drops off into the deep woods of the Banita Creek bottoms.
Whatever Theodore Pavie did not do literally. he did historically. He has
drawn social pictures for us. He has told us how they dressed and what they
looked like and how they acted. He has described social relationships among
a great mulligan stew of frontier types.
Historians will be grateful to Betje Black Kher's translations and editing
of Theodore Pavie's short stories of the Texas-Louisiana Borderlands. Ms.
Klier was assisted in the translations by Philip Stewart, Anne C. Marsh, and
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Alexandra K. Wettlaufer. This collection of esoterica will add significantly to
our knowledge and understanding of American frontier life.
Francis Edward Abernethy
Stephen F. Austin State University

Wilderness Manhunt: The Spanish Search for La Salle, Robert S. Weddle
(Texas A&M University Press, John H. Lindsey Bldg, Lewis St., 4356
TAMUS, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 1999. Reprint 1973.
Contents. Bibbo. Index. Illus. Notes. P.291. $16.95. Paperback.
The original publication of Robert S. Weddle's Wilderness Manhunt in
1973 marked the appearance of a volume that has since become a classic of
Texas historical literature. Weddle provided in it a detailed examination of the
six land expeditions and the five sea explorations launched by the Spanish
between 1685 and 1689 in an attempt to locate the La Salle colony on the
western coast of the Gulf of Mexico. This study, based on extensive
documentary sources, noted how the Spanish search for La Salle
immeasurably added to Spain's geographic knowledge of the Gulf coast from
Tampa Bay westward, around the whole of the Seno Mexicans, as they called
that body of water, to the Rio Grande.
Weddle's study also highlighted the manner by which the first Spanish
attempts to found missions in East Texas and the establishment of Pensacola,
in Florida, both resulted from Spain's efforts to hold the region in the wake of
La Salle. This volume, in its time, was also a harbinger of other important
studies that have since examined the abortive French expedition of 1684-1687
and Spain's reaction to it. Weddle himself has subsequently authored a threevolume analysis of European rivalry in the Gulf region during the colonial era
while several other scholars have edited travel narratives andjoumals from the
La Salle expedition. Significantly, widely publicized archeological
excavations in recent years have examined the wreckage of a La Salle ship and
the site of his colony. Given all of these developments fostering a renewed
scholarly and popular interest in the La Salle expedition, the reissue of
Wilderness Manhunt with a new introduction by the author once again makes
it conveniently available to the reading public. It remains essential reading for
anyone interested in the Spanish colonial history of Texas and the
Borderlands.
Light Townsend Cummins
Austin College
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Empire of Sand: The Seri Indians and the Struggle for Spanish Sonora, 1645·
1803, Thomas E. Sheridan (University of Arizona Press, 1230 N Park
Ave, Ste 102, Tucson, AZ 85719) 1999. Contents. Maps. Illus. Glossary.
Biblio. Index. P. 495. $65.00. Hardcover.
The Seri (Comcaac) Indians have been known largely through W. 1.
McGee's expeditions in 1894 and 1895 to their rugged and mysterious desert
homeland on the upper east shore of the Gulf of California. But photos of the
pistol-packing ethnographer in "Seriland" and his assumptive, racist
description of Seri hunter-gatherer culture belie a long history of struggle over
Sonora and the Seri role in resisting Spanish control of far northwest Mexico.
This epic of colonial contention is now brought forth in Empire of Sand.
The work is organized in five sections corresponding to distinct eras in
Seri-Spanish relations. Tentative first contacts occurred between 1645 and
1700. Between 1725 and 1740 Jesuit missions attracted some Seris but also
stimulated a raid and retaliation cycle that put the Jesuits out of business.
During 1748-1750 a military push and deportation program was inflicted on
the Seris, followed by a sustained, bloody fight for Sonora, well documented,
from 1751 to 1771. After this conquest manque, in which both sides were worn
down by attrition, only the Indians more so, the Seri region became a
backwater and records are correspondingly scarce and fragmentary.
For each era the richest diaries and reports not otherwise available are
presented. Each document is given in an elegant English translation, followed
by the Spanish original, an unusual presentation that minimizes questions of
accuracy and enables comparison for those so interested. As Sheridan notes,
the Spanish preoccupation with military matters led to little documentation of
Seri lifeways, but there are valuable details on subjects such as band names
and locations, and certainly many insights into the daily and yearly tribulations
of the padres and soldiers. Superbly incisive introductions and notes enhance
the original documents and unify them. Empire of Sand illuminates an obscure
chapter in frontier history and thus achieves instant importance.
Daniel J. Gelo
University of Texas at San Antonio
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Austin's Old Three Hundred: The First AnRlo Colon.v in Texas by the
Descendants of Austin's Old Three Hundred (Eakin Press, P. O. Box
90159, Austin, TX 78709-(159) 1999. Contents. Biog. Index. Map.
Tables. P. 178. $21.95. Hardcover.
I R30 Citizens ofTexas: A Genealogy ofAnglo-American and Mexican Citizens
Taken from Census and Other Records. Gifford E. White (Eakin Press,
P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709- 0159) 1999. Appendix. Biblio.
Index. $21.95. Paperback. Tables. IlIus. P. 282
Eakin Press has performed a great service for the preservation of early
Texas records and making them available to researchers. Descendants of
Austin's Old Three Hundred compiled information on their individual
ancestors and collected as many photographs as possible. This volume wa<;
originally published in limited numbers, for members only. Such valuable
records of early Texans needed to be published and made available to the
public,
This work does not have sketches of every member of the Old Three
Hundred, but each sketch contains valuable information about early Texas.
Members of this society contributed information on their personal ancestor,
and it is hoped that they will publish another volume with additional
information in the future.
Gifford White received a special award from the Texas State Historical
Association and from the Sons of the Republic of Texas for his compilation of
the 1830 citizens of Texas. White worked countless hours in the General Land
Office examining land grants for early immigrants. He also examined the 1867
Voter Registration for Tex.as in which individuals told how long they had
resided in Texas and how long they had resided in a county. Austin's Colony
Register was also included. White has compiled a list of approximately 6,500
people living in the area that became the Republic of Texas. This is a valuable
work since the first Federal Census for Texas was not taken until 1850.
Carolyn Reeves Ericson
Nacogdoches

Blood of Noble Men-The Alamo: Siege & Battle. An Illustrated Chronology,
Alan C. Huffines (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, Texas 787090159) 1999. Contents. Endnotes. Biblio. Index. Tllus. P. 221. $27.95.
Hardcover.
In recent years, the Battle of the Alamo, an always popular subject for
students of Texas history, has attracted a vast number of new publications. Of
these, only a few, including Stephen Hardin's Texian Iliad, George Nelson's
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The Alamo: An Illustrated History, and Wi111am C. Davis' Three Roads to the
Alamo, can be considered worthy additions to understanding the people and
events of the famous siege and battle. Now native Texan and professional
Army officer Alan C. Huffines has added his own work, Blood of Noble Men,
to the growing pilc. The resulting book belongs with thc above company of
authors and worthy additions.
Using every known primary and participant account of the siege and the
battle, Huffines lets the participants tell the story of the thirteen-day Alamo
saga in a flowing chronology. Mexican, Tejano, and Texian participants are all
equals here and Huffines limits his comments to a nicely written prologue and
occasional footnotes to add clarity to some of the technical aspects of the
military operations. Some might be disappointed that Huffincs does not
attempt to evaluate the validity of the participant accounts, such as Madam
Candelaria or Jose Enrique de la Pena, or of controversial historical moments
such as Travis drawing a line or the death of Davy Crockett. By not increasing
the book's size with footnotes that would probably overpower the accounts
themselves, Huffines does manage to avoid the historical and emotional
diatribes that have so plagued recent Alamo works.
The historical accounts themselves are complimented by forty
magnificent original drawings by artist Gary Zaboly. These pen and ink
l11ustralion~ are not the typical Alamo fair: nearly half of them look at the
operation from the Mexican side of the siege lines. The birdie views of the
siege and San Antonio are a welcome addition to help understand the larger
picture of the event. Zabo]y'~ work here is first class in tenns of artistic
endeavor and historical accuracy_ The only complaint is that the printer needed
to lighten the tone on the working plates so the illustrations would he lighter.
The separation of myth and popular culture regarding the Alamo is onc
of the great stumbling blocks in understanding the event. The foreword by
Texas historian Stephen Hardin does an excellent job in establishing the
distinction between the two and keeps with Huffines' over-all theme of being
clear and brief As always, Hardin used his now famous folksy prose without
being too pompous to give the work a sound historical springboard.
Eakin Press should not only be happy with Blood of Noble Men, a book
that accomplishes what it sct out to do, but should be proud of it as well. It is
a magnif1cently produced volume that utilizes three very talented people.
Every Alamo work has its problem areas, but Huffines has managed to fill an
important gap and provide a valuable reference book to the Alamo story.
Kevin R. Young
Landmark Inn State Historical Park
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A Texas Cavalry Officer:{j Civil War: The Diary and Letters ofJames C. Bates,
Richard Lowe, editor (Louisiana State University Press, P.O. Box 25053,
Baton Rouge, LA 70894-5053) 1999. Contents. Appendices. Biblio. 11lus.
Maps. Index. P. 366. $34.95. Hardcover.
This impressive volume is one of the better recent personal accounts of a
Confederate officer during the Civil War. An intelligent and educated man of
twenty-four, James Bates left Lamar County, a divided area with strong Union
sentiment, to become a captain in SuI Ross's Ninth Cavalry. Part of the time
his companion in this service was his friend and fellow resident of Lamar, the
acerbic maverick E.L. Dohoney, a sergeant who earlier openly opposed
secession and whose politics remained rather radical in the latter nineteenth
century. Dohoney is no stranger to historians familiar with that time and place.
On the other hand, Bates believed in the Confederacy and its cause. As
was the case with most Confederate soldiers, he was not a slaveholder or even
a man of much property, but his participation in the war reflected his view that
the South was distressed and systematically depressed by Northern political,
industrial, and commercial leadership. In his opinion, there was no alternative
save resistance to the tyranny. Repeatedly and cogently, he expressed his
conviction that the South not only was justified in the conflict but also would
emerge victorious. This steadfast faith sustained him to the end, and his
devotion to the lost cause is all the more remarkable when one considers his
severe wounds and debilitating illness brought on by the war.
The book is enhanced by an excellent preface and introduction in which
the temper of the times, as well as Bates' sentiments, are depicted clearly. The
letters are especially revealing and directed primarily to three women, his
mother, sister, and future wife, all of whom appear to be intelligent and
understanding. In sum, this excellent collection is well edited and well
presented and a credit to Professor Lowe, who has produced a work that a
wide variety of readers should find altogether sympathetic and interesting.
James W. Pohl
Southwest Texas State University

Fort Lancaster, Lawrence John Francell (Texas State Historical Association,
2.306 Sid Richardson Hall, University of Texas, Austin, TX 78712) 1999.
Contents, Notes. Biblio. Illus. P. 70 $ 7.95. Paperback
In the latest addition to the Fred Cotton Popular History Series, now
numbering thirteen titles, Larry Francell has done a superb job of providing
the reader with an entertaining sketch of this remote frontier outpost, the ruins
of which are located near Sheffield, Texas. Francell's clear, honest, and well-
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told narrative stands as the best overview on Fort Lancaster and will serve for
years as an excellent visitor's guide to the fort.
According to the author, the story of Fort Lancaster "was not one of great
men and great events." Rather, it was "the story of the commonplace life of
ordinary soldiers on the isolated frontier of the desert Southwest" whose
mission was to escort and patrol the lower road between San Antonio and EI
Paso.

The work consists of four chapters which detail the command structure
and resources of the U.S. Army on the frontier prior to the Civil War, provide
the history of the upper and lower roads between San Antonio and El Paso,
document the Camp Lancaster experience (1855-56), and chronicle the life
and times of Fort Lancaster (1856-61).
While brief by design, the author's overview of the Army is required
reading for anyone who enjoys military history. The author makes the point
that illness, disease, desertion, and discipline problems were far more
commonplace than any encounter with hostile Apaches.
One of the most interesting elements within the book is the experiment at
prefabrication of Anny structures. Lt. Pannenas Taylor Turnley designed and
developed buildings which could be prefabricated and delivered by wagons to
the fort. Several of the original structures at Fort Lancaster were Turnley
Portable Buildings.
Aside from its value as an interpretive tool for understanding the Fort
Lancaster experience, this work will be appreciated because it is readable and
can be enjoyed by anyone who loves Texas history.
John W. Crain
The Summerlee Foundation

Sailing Ship Elissa, Patricia Bellis Bixel (Texas A&M University Press, John
C. Lindsey Bldg, 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 1998.
Contents. Illus. Appendix. Index. Bibliographic Essay. P. 93. $22.95.
Hardcover.
Wooden Ships From Texas: A World War 1 Saga, Richard W. Bricker (Texas
A&M University Press, John C. Lindsey Bldg, 4354 TAMUS, College
Station, TX 77843-4354) 1998. Contents. IIllis. Tables. Notes. Biblio.
Index P. 216. $29.95. Hardcover.
These two books from A&M Press are filled with a love of the sea and
the ships that sail it. Bixel's book on the sailing ship Elissa traces the history
of one ship from its construction in 1877 by the highly successful Scottish ship
building firm of Alexander Hall & Co., through the years and the ship's many
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uses (including smuggling) to its near demolition in the 1960s, concluding in
its restoration by the Galveston Historical Society. The story is a fascinating
one filled with turning points at which the ship is almost, but not quite, lost for
good. The result is the beautiful restoration, although no one had any real idea
of what the cost might be at the time it began.
The author got particularly involved in the story of Henry Fowler Watt
who ordered the three-masted barque and whose life ended in mental illness.
The lives of Watt and his wife and children make this book very interesting
reading. Also, if you can read this book and not get emotional about the sailing
of the Elissa to New York for the July 4, 1986, celebration of the rededication
of the Statue of Liberty, you have my sympathy. On the Elissa's first trip to
New York in 1884, the statue was not yet erected.
This is basically a coffee table book, but it is a really interesting one that
I recommend. I was a hit disconcerted at first by the black-and·whitc photos,
hut I came to the conclusion that they were the most appropriate. The only color
photograph is a stunning one on the cover that depicts the ship's tigurehead for
which a young Texas A&M at Galveston student was the model.

The second book was written by Richard Bricker, whose love for ships is
demonstrated in his illustrations and painstaking research for the text of
Wooden Ships From Texas: A World War I Saga. I read thi$ book twlce. The
hrst time I felt that it needed more editing because it seemed to include every
detail found on all wooden sailing ships built in Tex.as shipyards in WWI. The
second time I read it I got morc involved in the stories of some of the fourteen
wooden sailing ships built by Texas labor in Texas shipyards in remarkably
little time during the war. I particularly recommend the stories of the ships,
The City oj Orange and The City of Beaumont. Among other things, you will
learn about the danger of fire on wooden ships, complications from exce~sive
drinking on these waterbound universes, and the lives of crew members under
a captain (or Master) who has immense power over them. These ships were
built at the end of the era of wooden ships. None of them survive, but their
stories are often interesting, as IS their connection to Texas. We do not often
think of this state as a participant in the building of wooden ships. Bricker has
changed that.
Jo Ann Stiles
Lamar University
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Tracks to the Sea: Ga[ve.\'ton and Western Railroad Development, 1866- J900,
Earle B. Young (Texas A&M University Press, 4353 TAMUS, College
Station, TX 77843-4354) 1999. Contents. Hlus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P.
158. $29.95. Hardcover.
For railroad enthusiasts and historians alike, Tracks to the Sea is not to be
missed. Written as a complementary volume to his earlier work, Galveston
and the Great West, Young focuses on the four railroads built after the Civil
War that profoundly affected Galveston's development. The local citizenry
recognized that the combination of a deep-water port and Western railroad
development were crucial to Galveston becoming the "seaport for the Great
West." But the experience of actually developing the railroad connections into
the city was fraught with corporate, media, and government intrigue worthy of
a modern movie drama. Young establishes the necessary context for fully
exploring the competing corporate strategies of these railroads rather than
concentrating on traditional construction and organizational chronologies. The
result is an exceptional book that reads like a novel as the railroads jockey for
position to exploit the geographic advantages of Galveston Harbor.
The star of the hook is George Sealy, dynamic president of the Gulf,
Colorado and Santa Fe Railway. As the principal railroad serving Galveston,
its creation and development were central to the theme of developing
Galveston's role as a major seaport. Sealy demonstrated keen leadership
through the critical period of the I X80s as larger railroads sought to acquire the
GC&SF while they were all collectively negotiating on the establishment of
pooled freight rate agreements in an attempt to improve poor financial
perfonnance. Authorized by his board to sell the railroad, Sealy successfully
matched wits and strategy with rail barons Jay Gould and Collis Huntington,
eventually orchestrating the sale to William Strong and the Atchison, Topeka
& Santa Fe.
An additional map or two early in the book would have improved
understanding of the influence of Texas' geography on the various corporate
strategies, particularly with respect to construction plans. Of course, the
principal characters of the book almost read like a map of Texas: Sealy,
Rosenburg, Somerville, Ballinger, Moody, Killeen, Blum, Kopperl-after
reading this book, passing through these railroad towns will never quite be the
same.
Jim King
Southwest Railroad Historical Society,
Dallas
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Whistle in the Piney Woods: Paul Bremond and the Houston, East and West
Texas Railway, Robert S. Maxwell (University of North Texas Press, P.O.
Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) 1998. Republication. Contents.
Notes. Biblio. Index. TIlus. P. 128. $24.95. Hardcover.
Until the late nineteenth century much of the East Texas piney woods
remained relatively isolated from the outside world, its lumbermen, farmers,
and small towns largely dependent upon water transportation and the horse for
links to markets and other attractions in the world beyond. In 1875 that began
to change as Paul Bremond, a one-time hatter from New York who had settled
into the life of a successful merchant and entrepreneur in Houston, started to
implement his dream of building a railroad through East Texas from Houston
to Shreveport via a connection at Logansport, Louisiana, on the Sabine River.
"Bremond's Road," the Houston, East and West Texas Railway, was to be
a narrow-gauge line (eventually converted to standard gauge) constructed
almost entirely with Bremond's own funds and on his credit. Sadly, it was not
completed by the time of his death in 1885, and it eventually went into
receivership and was an economic burden on his heirs and successors. The
road was completed to Shreveport in 1886, where it connected with another
Bremond project, the Shreveport and Houston, which penetrated the pine
forests of northwest Louisiana.
Nicknamed "The Rabbit" by locals, the HE&WTR contributed positively
to the area it served while failing to reward the efforts of its builders and
owners. "The Rabbit" did not tum the small towns along Its route into ersatz
Chicagos, but it did provide reliable service to the Gulf and international
markets to the south and access to the northeast via Shreveport. It enabled the
growing lumber industry of East Texas to ship its products to markets more
economically, and it brought products from the outside world to the people of
the piney woods. It also intersected with at least sixteen other railroads over
its route, both main-line roads such as the Santa Fe, the Kansas City Southern,
and the Katy, as well as short lines and logging trams that largely served local
interests.
The late Robert S. Maxwell's book was originally published in 1963 and
it has long been out of print. Over the years it has come to be regarded as a
small classic and an essential part of the literature of East Texas history. The
author not only tens the story of "Bremond's Road," but also of the other lines
along its route. He uses printed sources, interviews, and even the old Tex Ritter
song "Tenaha, Timp!\on, Hobo and BlaIr" to capture not only the history but
also the spirit of "The Rabbit" and the piney woods it traversed as its
locomotives huffed and puffed and its trains lurched up and down the line
from Houston to Shreveport and back. The republication of this book is a
service to students of East Texas history and a fitting tribute to its author.
James E. Fickle
The University of Memphis
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The Bagbys of Brazil: the Life and Work of William Buck Bagby and Anne
Luther Bagby, Daniel B. Lancaster (Eakin Press, P. O. Box 90159,
Austin, Texas 78709-0159) 1999. Contents. B&W Photos. Notes. Index.
p. 160. $21.95. Hardcover.
Students of Baptist history will appreciate this latest edition in the Eakin
Press Series on Texas Baptist Leaders. William Buck and Anne Luther Bagby
are the stuff of which legends are made. For those growing up Baptist-and
Baylor-the tenn "Bagbys of Brazil" was synonymous with the pioneering
spirit of Christian missions.
The Bagbys created a legacy in Brazil. They arrived in 1881 and left in
1939. During those ftfty-eight years they helped to organize 650 churches with
over 50,000 members. While there were countless others who came to the
field-and contributed to the work-it was the Bagbys who provided the
leadership in Brazil and engendered support in the United States. In particular,
they created the so-called "Texas Connection" that funneled both financial
support and human resources to the Brazilian mission field.
The length limits the scope of the book. It is very difficult to fit the lives
and accomplishments of two significant persons such as William Buck and
Anne Luther Bagby into 121 pages of text. The result leaves the reader
wanting to know more about Anne Luther Bagby and her influence, as well a.~
more about the rift between the Bagbys and the Z.C. Taylors during the early
days of the Brazilian mission.
This book provides valuable insights into the inner workings of Baptist
missions and Baptist missionaries. The author does not hide nor gloss over the
inevitable personality conflicts and differences of opinion that occurred. Well
documented from both primary and secondary sources, the book updates
earlier works on the Bagbys and the Brazilian mission. As the Foreword states,
this is a book for a newer generation who "knew not the Bagbys."
Gwin Morris
University ofArkansas for Medical Services

Knight Without Armor: Carlos Eduardo Castaneda, 1896-1958, Felix D.
Almaraz, Jr. (Texas A & M University Press l 4354 TAMUS, College
Station, TX 77843-4354) 1999. Contents. Note&. Blblio. mus. P. 430.
$39.95. Hardcover.
In this powerfully written biography, Felix D. Almaraz, Jr., professor of
history at the University of Texas at San Antonio, wants to demonstrate how
some people, in this case Carlos Eduardo Castaneda, serve society in
intellectual capacities such as that of librarians, public lecturers l and
historians. The book's scope also embraces related subjects, among them
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Borderlands historiography, the Catholic Church's interest in preserving its
history, and efforts by the federal government to regulate race relations during
World War 11.
Almaraz's prime focus is Castaneda's scholarly career. That professional
odyssey encompassed productive ~ervice as Spanish professor at William &
Mary in Virginia, archivist/librarian for the University of Texas' Latin
American Collection, public school superintendent in Del Rio (1933-1935),
and '"historiographer" of Our Catholic Heritage in Texas. In 1947, Castaneda
acquired a tenured position as professor of history at the University of Texas.
Almaraz leaves no depository untapped in giving us this fascinating
portrayal. His three-decade quest to tind every possible detail of Castaneda's
life took him to some of the nation's most important archives. The search
entailed reading private papers, newspaper files, and Castafieda's massive
correspondence. It required oral interviews with the famed historian's
colleagues, friends, and students.
One comes away from the opus amazed at Castaneda's extraordinary
contributions: they match that of any other Texas historian of his generation.
The man's publishing record is almost untouchable. The knowledge he
possessed on early Texas and the Borderlands, as well as Latin American
history and bibliography, astounded his contemporaries. His work in amassing
and organizing the Latin American Collection for future generations remains
a marveL Castaneda collected awards, honors, and titles that will elude the rest
of us entirely.
Knight Without Armor is a solidly researched biography written by a
master craftsman. It is a model of scholarship in the rapidly developing genre
of Tejano biography where Almaraz has now set the standard.

Arnoldo De Leon
Angelo State University

Wilderness Mission: Preliminary Studies of the Texas Catholic Historical
Society IT, Jesus F. de 1a Teja, editor (Texas Catholic Historical Society,
1625 Rutherford Lane, Bldg. D, Austin, TX 78754-5101) 1999. Contents.
Biblio. P. 237. $19.95 + $1.50 sth. Paperback.
Wilderness Mission is volume two of the old. out-of-print, and difficult to
find Preliminary Studies series of the Tcxa..;; Catholic Historical Society. Like
the first volume, Preparing the Way. this one offers some valuable studies,
despite the fact that the annotative remarks and state of scholarship are a bit
dated. Editor Jesus F. de 1a Teja has corrected the situation somewhat by
providing new notes along with the original sequence. This is particularly
helpful concerning streams crossed by early expeditions where the
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translator/annotator was uncertain of their modem names. More recent studies,
such as William C. Foster's Spanish Expeditions into Texas, 1689-1768, have
clarified such questions considerably.
Included here are translations of the diaries for three more expeditions,
those of Domingo Teran de los Rios (1691-92), Domingo Ramon (1716), and
Pena's diary of Aguayo's major undertaking (1721-22). Although the first was
pretty much a failure. Ramon's was significant. Presidios and missions were
established both at San Antonio and in East Texas. Aguayo's expedition founded
more, and he is generally credited with placing Texas fiIlTlly in the Spanish orbit.
The diaries of these expeditions remain as key documents for any study of the
colonial period, even if new translations have seen print since the 1930s.
Other pieces in Wilderness Mission are also useful. They include Peter
Forrestal's article on Fray Antonio Margil de Jesus; Francis B. Steck's look at
the expeditions on the margins of Texas between 1670-1675; Carlos E.
Castaneda's "The Six Flags of Texas" and his treatment of the "Silent Years"
in Texas history, the period between 1694-1716. Fortunately, a great deal of
work has been done since to shed light on these years, but Castaneda defined
the gap and offered some markers for the road ahead. His later monumental
series of books, Our Catholic Heritage in Texas (7 vols.), also did much to
close this historical gap and others during the eighteenth century.
Lastly, there is Paul J. Foik's article on early plans for colonization of
Texas by German Catholics, plans which gained new urgency after 182] as an
independent Mexico struggled for a means to balance the Anglo Protestant
takeover then in progress. It should be noted that Father Foik, as president of
the TCHS and chairman of the Knights of Columbus Historical Commission,
was largely responsible for initiating the Preliminary Studies series and other
such works aimed at making Texans more appreciative of their heritage when
Catholicism was the only religion of the land apart from little-known Indian
ritual beliefs. Judging from these two volumes (with one more coming soon),
his work was not in vain.
Jack Jackson
Austin, Texas

Czech-Americans in Transition, Clinton Machann (Eakin Press, P.O. Box
90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 1999. Contents. Maps. Notes. B&W
Photos. P. 136. $18.95. Hardcover.
In the summer of 1997, Czech-Americans and visiting Czech nationals
met in Belton, Texas, for a two-day conference. It was ajoint meeting, one that
combined the annual conference of the Czechoslovak Society of Arts and
Sciences with a celebration of the one-hundredth anniversary of the Slavonic
Benevolent Order of the State of Texas, also known as SPJST. Clinton
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Machann, professor of English at Texas A&M University and author of several
Czech-American studies, assisted in the meeting's organization. With CzechAmericans in Transition, Machann attempts to ensure that the conference
participants' call for greater cultural awareness will be heard beyond the walls
of the Bell County Exposition Center in Belton and will not be forgotten.
Czech Americans in Transition is a collection of addresses and paper
presentations from the meeting in 1997. Interprofessional as well as
interdisciplinary in structure, conference panels featured academicians,
genealogists, politicians, and business people-all of whom voiced their
findings and their concerns. Machann's book boa."its the same diversity of cast
and approach, but one charge unites the disparate essays: Czech-Americans
must redouble their efforts to preserve their cultural heritage and promulgate
their cultural identity into the future.

Machann's work, therefore, is more a call to arms and a public relations
tool than it is a history of the Czech peoples in the United States. It targets a
select audience, appealing to Czech-Americans to become more active in
cultural preservation and propagation. As such, its value as a scholarly
resource is limited. Unfortunately for scholars throughout the United States
and especially for those in Texas, where the Czech language ranks third in
everyday use behind only English and Spanish, the Czech-American history
surveys written in the 1930s remain in use, waiting to be supplanted by
definitive, less-fawning, more critically-analytical works.
Kregg M. Fehr
Wayland Baptist University, Lubbock

Pauline Periwinkle and Progressive Refonn in Dallas, Jacquelyn Masur
McElhaney (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station,
TX 77843-4354) 1998. Contents, Illus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 201.
$29.95. Hardcover.
Women and the Creation of Urban Life: Dallas, Texas, 1843-1920, Elizabeth
York Enstam (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station,
TX 77843-4354) 1998. Contents. IIlus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 284.
$39.95. Hardcover.

"Cities, and not the frontier, emancipated American women" (p. 180).
With this emphatic conclusion, Elizabeth York Enstam brings synthesis to the
facts, supporting details, and inferences that make Women and the Creation of
Urban Life: Dallas, Texas, 1843-1920, so readable. Doubly pleasurable was
being able to follow that read with Jacquelyn Masur McElhaney's Pauline
Periwinkle and Progressive Reform in Dallas.
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These two books work extremely well together. Enstam paints a
panoramic view of women's involvement in the city of Dalla.'\ from the time
of Margaret Beeman Bryan in the mid-1800s through the winning of women's
suffrage in 1920. She skillfully weaves together newspaper accounts, letters,
women's club papers, and wide-range public documents to provide her readers
with a sense of what it was like to be a female in Dallas in the early days.
Enstam describes the development of Dallas from a farm village to a
forward-looking, energetic city-a process not always smooth but always
exciting. Along the way she introduces (or sometimes re-introduces) us to
some of the leading women of Dallas society-women who, according to
Enstam, played pivotal roles in the development of the city they al1loved.
One of these women was Isadore Calloway, a Michigan native who
divorced her husband for non-support-she once said all he ever provided her
during their marriage was one $12 to $15 dress-left behind a dysfunctional
family, and moved to Dallas for a fresh start. McElhaney brings Isadore to life
for us in Pauline Periwinkle and Progressive Reform in Dallas through the
words of Pauline herself. Pauline Periwinkle was the nom de plume of Isadore
Calloway, the first female editor of the women's page of the Dallas MorninR
Nelvs. Tn that position, she was a leading voice of reform for Dallas throughout
the Progressive Era. McElhaney has sifted through mounds of editorial
columns to bring us some of the best of Periwinkle's work-from campaigns
for pure milk to calls for cleaner courtrooms to the need for public
kindergartens.
Periwinkle combined style. substance, and wit in her writings, as
evidenced in this quote from November 1897: "The progressive woman can
always console herself with the knowledge that people have opposed
everything new from time immemorial. The inventor of the umbrella was
stigmatized for interrupting the designs of Providence, for when showers fell
it was evident God intended man should get wet" (p. 63). McElhaney thus
documents one woman's use of the pen to urge other women to take up the
reforms necessary to make Dallas a truly modern city.
Both Enstam and McElhaney have added to our knowledge of the
importance of women to the growth of a major American city. Their books
should be read by those interested in women's history, urban studies, and the
Progressive Era. Both have extensive bibliographies, and Enstam's notes are
particularly illuminating. The only major deficiency is Enstam's inability to
document fully the lives of minority women in Dallas' history-a perennial
problem for researchers in most places, given the dearth of records on these
women. Read both books for pleasure as well as an expansion of knowledge;
both are exceedingly abundant.
Janet G. Brantley
Texarkana College
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Old Friends: Great Texas Courthouses, Bill Morgan (Landmark Publishing,
Inc., 4410 W. Vickery, Ste 101, Ft. Worth, TX 76107) ]999. Contents.
Illul;. P. 155. $55.00. Hardcover.
The historic courthouses of Texas have gained a great deal of public
attention in recent years. Governor George W. Bush made their preservation
one of his campaign priorities in 1998, and in ]999 the Texas Legislature
responded with initial funding of $50 million fOT the Texas Historic
Courthouse Preservation Program, a project to be administered by the Texas
Historical Commission. This unprecedented cooperative effort between the
counties and the state is a first step in addressing widespread concerns that the
unique character of the stmctures, as well as many of the structures
themselves, could be lost. Perhaps the most significant warning came in 1993
when fire ravaged the ornate Hill County Courthouse in Hillsboro.
Preservationists nationwide echoed the alarm, and the National Trust for
Historic Preservation eventually named Texa'\ courthouses to its list of Eleven
Most Endangered Historic Sites.
A longtime friend of the Texas courthouse is illustrator Bill Morgan. For
years he has traveled the state making detailed artistic renderings of the more
historic of the grand temples of justice that reflect the golden era of courthouse
construction in the state. In Old Friends. Morgan's drawings bring new life to
seventy-one of the most significant structures and provide the reader with a
strong sense of their unique architectural and cultural value to our collective
history. Included are historic courthouses from a number of East Texas
counties, including Shelby, Trinity, Jefferson, Newton, Hopkins, Grimes, and
Fort Bend. Each drawing is accompanied by a brief anecdotal history.
Bill Morgan has provided courthouse enthusiasts with a beautiful
companion book that serves as a worthy commemoration for the state's "old
friends." Its strength is in the sensitive interpretation of the drawings, but its
message is even broader and morc appealing: Preserving courthouses is in the
best interest of all Texans.
Dan K. Utley
pflugerville, Texas

Texas Houses Buill by the Book: The Use of Published Designs 1850-1925,
Margaret Culbertson (Texas A&M Uni versity Press, John H. Lindsey
Bldg, Lewis St., 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX 778434354) 1999.
Contents. Tllus. Notes. Biblio, Index. P. 129. $39.95. Hardcover.
Here is the book, at last, that explains why, from bypassed metropolis to
forgotten farm center, Texans seem to have had such consistently good
architectural taste during the early years of the industrial age. For Texas this
settlement and saturation period began in the 1850s, just before dominance of
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the railroad, and lasted some seventy-five years to just after rail's withering
confrontation with the automobile. Anyone with access to mail and a rail
siding-a vast majority of Texans by 1925---could receive high quality plans
or whole houses, delivered with detailed instruction for the local lumberyard
or precut for the town carpenter to assemble.
Margaret Culbertson combines her years of research on early suburban
homes with considerable archival resources, starting with her employer,
University of Houston Libraries, to arrange primary sources into a tapestry of
local histories revealed through material culture. She starts with stately brick
Ashton Villa, flnished in 1859 on Galveston's Broadway, then spotlights
everyday gingerbread homes and bungalows on quiet streets in smaller, later
communities such as Baird, Beeville, and Bonham. East Texas towns are well
represented, demonstrating the widespread popularity of both "pattern book"
and "ready-cut" houses from the 1880s through the 1920s surviving in Athens,
Ladonia, and Tyler, among many others.
One particularly successful merchant of paper dreams, George F. Barber
of Knoxville, Tennessee, enjoys here a chapter of his own as the "Mail-Order
Master" in Culbertson's analysis. For twenty years after his debut of The
Cottage Souvenir in 1888, in which he featured inexpensive engraved plans
for houses "ranging in price from $900 to $8,000 in wood, brick and stone" (p.
29), Barber inspired sophisticated shelter across the United States in the form
of whimsical turrct~, soaring roofs, and spacious porches on reiterations of his
most popular models. For one example, the author astutely illustrates through
both historic and recent photos how clients in the three widely separated Texa'\
communities of Hutto, Orange, and Plainview ultimately built the identical
Barber design between 1905 and J910.
Also featured in a distinct chapter is the town of Waxahachie, renowned
today for its cotton-culture and streetcar-era avenues of storybook, turn-of-thecentury homes. Culbertson conservatively identifies seven local houses from
known pattern-book sources in this railroad town, and she describes in vivid
detail the people who built them and why. In one [Ouching example, the author
assembles a brief family history of Oscar E. and Ella Dunlap against the
backdrop of their 1890 residence lifted from the pages of Shoppell~\' Modern
Houses. At the height of Oscar's banking career, the Dunlaps commissioned
local builders to construct Shappell's No. 438, in which the family lived
through fortune and misfortune for the next forty-three years.
Culbertson beautifully documents these highly visual, and fortunately
much-preserved, products of an era identified by sharp contrasts between rapid

intercity transportation and slow-paced local circulation. Designers, builders,
and owners meant for these houses to be admired from the sidewalk, that
lifeline between the front porches of early neighborhoods. Automobiles and
paved streets by the 1930s changed this ~ingular balance forever, along with
society's pace, scale, and taste.
Jim Steely
Texas Historical Commission
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Make Haste Slowly: Moderates, Conservatives, and School Desegregation in
Houston, William Henry Kellar (Texas A&M University Press, John H.
Lindsay Bldg., Lewis St, 4354 TAMUS, College Station, TX 778434354) 1999. lllus. Contents. Tables. Epilogue. Notes. Biblio. Index. P.
226. $38.95. Hardcover.

In Make Haste Slowly William Henry Kellar examines the convoluted
and often Byzantine politics of the Houston Independent School District as it
confronted court-ordered school desegregation in the 1950s and 1960s. Kellar
clearly describes the power struggle within the political world of Houston's
public education between «liberals," who generally supported school
desegregation, and the "conservative" segregationists, detennined to resist or
at least delay compliance with federal court rulings. More interestingly, Kellar
convincingly links the conservative faction that dominated the HISD school
board with the "Minute Women" and other extremist remnants of Houston's
red scare. While moderates and their allies managed to avoid violent
confrontations with federal authority such as that in Little Rock in 1956, and
deflected the extreme reactions of other Southern states, such as shutting down
the schools, conservatives, including persons with strong ties to the Minute
Women, used their control of the school board in the 1950s to delay significant
school desegregation until the 1960s. Kellar further argues that the struggle
over desegregation contributed to white flight in the 1970s and 1980s which
left HISD a majority-minority district by the 1990s.
While Kellar's work is documented carefully and his arguments are
logical and convincing, there are unexplored questions that remain to be
answered. First, HISD is only one (albeit the largest) of the school districts in
Houston. The full story of school desegregation will have to take into account
developments in Spring Branch, North Forest, and other school districts that
function in and around Houston. Second, and most interestingly, we need
some explanation why extremists such as the Minute Women were so well
entrenched in HISD politics, seemingly with the support of Houston's political
and business establishment l and able to block or delay school desegregation,
while in City Hall moderates generally held sway and cooperated with the
business elite in the early 1960s to dismantle segregation in public
accommodations. Had there been a major shift in Houston's racial
consciousness between ] 958 and 1962, or were the political force~ acting on
HISD separate and different from those at City Hall and the Chamber of
Commerce?
These questions in no way detract from the value of Kellar's work. His
thorough study of HTSD records as wen as the reports of the local press clearly
detail the desegregation debate in HISD and, in the process, provides valuable
insight into the struggle for civil right~ in Texas' largest city. Hopefully this
work will inspire additional work that will further clarify this complex and
important period in Texas and U.S. history.
Cary D. Wintz
Texas Southern University
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Features and Fillers: Texas Journalists on Texas Folklore, Jim Harris, editor
(University of North Texas Press, P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 762031336) 1999. Contents. Contributors. Index. B&W photos. P. 223. $29.95.
Hardcover.
As a fanner newspapennan who still subscribes to most of the major
weekly newspapers of East Texas, I have become a fan of the legions of men
and women who write about the history and folklore of their communities. So
when Features and Fillers arrived on my desk, I asked myself: "Now, why
didn't I think of doing something like this?"
Jim Harris has put together a delightful treasury of stories from Texas
newspapers from deep East Texas to far West Texas. And while many of the
stories are from well-known Texas writers-such as A.C. Greene, Kent Biffle,
and Elmer Kelton-there are also notable contributions from working
newspaper folks such as Sarah Greene of the Gilmer Mirror, Rosie Flores of
the Pecos Enterprise, and Jerry Turner of the Mexia Daily News.
As Jim Harris corrected observed, newspaper readers are hungry for
articles about their past and, thankfully, more newspapers in Texas are
attempting to satisfy the hunger. A superb example is Arlan Hays' venerable
San Augustine Tribune, which publishes folklore and history articles every
week.
Hopefully, Features and Fillers will be only the first volume in what
could become a series of delightful and entertaining books published by the
Texas Folklore Society.
Bob Bowman
Lufkin, Texas

Billy Rose Presents . .. Casa Manana, Jan Jones (Texas Christian University
Press, P.O. 298300, Fort Worth, TX 76129) 1999. Contents. IIlus. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 194. $39.95, Hardcover. Paper, $19.95.
Jan Jones has thoroughly documented Fort Worth's 1936 Frontier
Centennial in this lively history of the event that turned Cowtown into Tinsel
Town. In the heart of the Great Depression, Amon G. Carter, publisher of the
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, and a group of Fort Worth's leading citizens agreed
to pay Broadway producer Billy Rose $100,000 to put together a summer
show. Fort Worth sidelined plans for a new city hall and a library and used
$725,727 in Public Works Administration funds to augment $887,000 from
city bonds and $250,000 from federal centennial funds to construct centennial
buildings.
Casa Manana dinner theatre was designed with thirty-two Spanish arches
marking its 320 foot fa~ade, the world's largest revolving stage which seemed
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to float in water punctuated by twenty fountains, and the world's longest bar.
Rose filled that revolving stage with stars: stripper Sally Rand, who traded her
ostrich fans for a huge balloon; Paul Whiteman and his orchestra; Texas
Sweetheart Faye Cotton wearing a $5000 gold mesh dress; two hundred show
girls; and opera star Everett Marshall, who crooned "The Night Is Young and
You're So Beautiful," Fort Worth's anthem from opening night, July 18, 1936,
until today.
A thousand magazine, radio, and newspaper writers and editors from
across the United States came to Fort Worth to preview Ca~a Manana. Damon
Runyon wrote that Casa was "probably the biggest and most original show
ever seen in the United States." In addition to Casa, the Frontier Centennial
boasted agricultural exhibits, sideshow nudes, a Wild West show, and Rose's
musical circus production. Jumbo.

Fort Worth flaunted its show with the slogan "Fort Worth for
Entertainment; Dallas for Education" and erected a 40 x 130 foot neon sign
proclaiming "wild and whoopee 45 minutes west in Fort Worth" just outside
the main entrance to the Dallas Centennial. A second edition of Casa was
staged in 1937; then the party was over but Fort Worth was never the same.
Cissy Stewart Lale
Fort Worth

Sam Bass & GanR, Rick Miller (State House Press, P. O. Box 15247, Austin,
TX 78761) 1999. Contents. Notes. Biblio. Illus. Index. P. 412.

$21.95.Paperback. $34.95. Hardcover.
Sam Bass, an illiterate fann boy from Indiana, migrated to Texas as a
teenager in search of adventure in the West Unimpressive in physique and
personality, for a year and a half he worked as a hired hand for Denton County
Sheriff W. F. Egan. Egan eventually fell compelled to discharge Bass because
of the low nature of his friends, and later the sheriff led a pursuit posse after
his former hired hand.
In 1876 Bass and some of his shady friends contracted to drive a cattle
herd north. After the sale they brazenly kept the money, then began robbing
stagecoaches. A Nebraska train robbery produced a $60,000 bonanza, but
posses killed or captured most of the outlaws. The elusive Bass escaped to
Texas and formed a new gang. Bass held up four trains in the Dallas area
during the spring of ]878, triggering a massive manhunt.
For a couple of months there were running fights with posses, but
somehow Bass and a few of his men remained at large. Once they captured
eight posse members and genially treated them to beer. Bass also occasionally
returned small sums of money to some of his victims, and a Robin Hood aura
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began to grow. But one of the desperate fugitives became an informer to the
Texas Rangers. When Bass and his men rode into Round Rock, lawmen were
waiting. Bass was mortally wounded during a wild shoot-out. Resolutely
refusing to divulge information about his comrades, Bass died on his twentyseventh birthday.
There were enough dramatic qualities during the brief life of crime of
Sam Bass to capture thc public imagination. For decades the best book on Bass
has been the biography by Wayne Gard published in 1936. But Rick Miller's
Sam Bass & Gang notably expands the information available from any
previous volume. The author of three previous books about frontier outlaws,
Miller is an attorney and former policeman who has produced exhaustive
research about Bass and his criminal a",sociatcs. Sam Bass & GanR, with more
than eighty pages of endnotes and numerous unpublished photos, provides the
definitive account of this legendary Texas outlaw.
Bill O'Neal
Carthage, Texas

Oklahoma Renegades: Their Deeds and Misdeeds. Ken Butler (Pelican
Pubhshing Company, P.O. Box 3110, Gretna, LA 700554) 1997.
Contents. Notes. Index. Illustrations. P. 236. $10.95. Paperback.
This volume is an interesting and informative account of sundry
Oklahoma outlaws and other nefarious characters. In twenty-seven relatively
short chapters, Butler relates the saga of different individuals and/or various
"gangs." Comments and coverage of Texas and Texans is only peripheral to
this study, but some accounts of various Renegades touch on the Lone Star
State. Sam Baker, for example, was an Alabamian who migrated to Cooke
County, Texas, in 1884 and lived there with his family until 1890 before
moving north and settling first in the Cherokee Nation and later in the Creek
Nation. He recrossed the Red River on at least one occasion-recrossed long
enough to rob a train. Caught by Texas authorities, Baker disappeared into a
lockup. After being paroled, he returned to Indian Territory where he renewed
the outlaw life and associated with such lawbreakers as Al and Frank Jennings,
Richard "Little Dick" West, Charles "Dynamite Dick" Clifton, and members
of the Doolin gang.
The James Hughes fami]y~ which eventually produced some rogues who
committed deviltry in Oklahoma, also had a Texas sojourn. Originally from
Missouri, James Hughes moved his brood to North Texas in the 1870s and
engaged in farming and stock raising. He was fairly prosperous, but that did
not stop his youngest son, Benjamin F. "Ben" Hughes, from turning bad. In the
mid-1880s, Ben crossed the Red River~ went into the Choctaw Nation, and
tried to steal a horse herd. Caught and arrested, he managed to break out of
jail. Later he robbed a train in Texas, got away, but had to live "on the dodge."
His parents felt shamed in their hometown and decided to move to the new
Oklahoma Territory (created in 1890), to start life anew. Bert Casy and his
gang, operating in the 1890s, also developed a Texas "connection," The
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villains stole horses from Texas, drove them through Oklahoma Territory, and
sold them in Kansas.
Butler also includes a few other accounts that bring Texas into the story,
but, again, only in a tenuous way.
Oklahoma Renegades is well written; it is well documented and includes
many references to contemporary newspapers in Texas, Kansas, and the Twin
Territories (present Oklahoma). The index is useful and the volume contains
an unusual appendix-a "Chronology of Homicides." Students and scholars
interested in outlawry in East Texas should perhaps examine this book, for
they could quickly detennine what short accounts, if any, were relevant to their
interests.
James Smallwood
Oklahoma State University

Gamblers & Gangsters: Fort Worth s Jacksboro Highway in the 1940s &
1950s, Ann Arnold (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 787090159) 1998. Contents. Appendices. Notes. Biblio. Index. B&W IIlus. P.
113. $18.95. Paperback.
During the late 194080 and early 1950s Fort Worth's famous, or infamous,
Jacksboro Highway was a well known three-mile strip of gambling and vice
houses, dance halls, and base of operations for some of the state's most
notorious criminals. Gambling was the economic base of the strip on the north
side, and patrons had access to slot machines, card games, roulette, and
"bookies." Bootleggers also worked out of the strip since many nearby
counties were "dry." Adding spice to this mixture of gambling, prostitution,
and illicit liquor was a steady number of murders usually committed by
criminals upon other criminals over gambling debts, territorial rights, or for
personal vengeance. Patrons or innocent customers who enjoyed the nightlife
of Jacksboro Highway were seldom murdered. Corruption among local
officials made it all possible, and even though the city's residents knew about
the underground activities, they were not threatened or otherwise affected, and
if anything Fort Worthians generally tolerated Jacksboro strip and included it
among the city's folklore.
Arnold's Gamblers & Gangsters provide a detailed recollection of the
activities on the strip known as a «Little Chicago." She identifies the
restaurants, clubs, dance halls, and tourist courts such as the Black Cat,
Coconut Grove, Casino, Showboat, 3939 Club. and for the well-heeled the
2222 Club, all of which furnished a wide open and tough atmosphere of crime
and corruption. Short biographical chapters describe the activities of the worst
criminals, including Tincy Eggleston, George Kean, Sully Montgomery, and
Gene Paul Nelson, who made the FBI's list ofTen Most Wanted. Nearly all of
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them died in an exchange of gunfire or car bombs or served prison sentences.
The end of the strip began in 1950 with the car bombing of petty racketeer
Nelson Harris and his pregnant wife. So severe was the bombing, which
occurred only a few blocks from an elementary school, that it outraged the
public and press who demanded a crackdown. A series of grand jury
indictments in 1951 exposed the corruption and put some criminals on trial. A
new sheriff and district attorney made crime unattractive on the strip, and by
the mid 1950s Jacksboro Highway had lost its criminals and their activities.
Written for popular readers, Gamblers & Gangsters is brief and
entertaining. It identifies the hoodlums, their places of business, and the final
downfall of both. Though a popular history, this book needs a more thorough
explanation of the era. It needs analysis. In the literature of Fort Worth history,
however, this study will be valuable for identifying and providing reference
material on Fort Worth's notorious Jacksboro Highway.
D. Clayton Brown
Texas Christian U niversity

Martha Mitchell of Possum Walk Road: Texas QuiTtmaker, Melvin Rosser
Mason (Texas Review Press, Huntsville, TX) 1999. Contents. Color
Photos. Drawings. Notes. Bibliography. P. 80. Hardcover.
Martha Mitchell of Possum Walk Road: Texas Quiltmaker is Melvin
Rosser Mason's story of Martha Mitchell and her art. In a four-year period
between 1981 and the artist's death in 1985, the two collaborated on a variety
of projects about her quilting. Martha Mitchell created more than one hundred
handmade quilts. using traditional designs in an original way.
Martha Mitchell was a self-taught painter who learned the skill of quilt
making from her mother at an early age. She turned from painting to quilting
to more fully express her creativity. In addition, she became well known for
her finely developed quilting skills. Elaborately quilted designs, using ten
stitches to the inch, enhanced the pieced quilt tops. In a tribute to her skills as
a folk artist, the Smithsonian Institution af;ked her to donate one of her quilts
to their collection.
Melvin Mason's recorded conversations with Martha Mitchell are
brought to life by Weston McCoy's detailed color photographs. If you enjoy
reading about quilt makers and looking at their magnificent quilts, you may
also want to read My Quilts and Me: The Diary of an American Quilter and
Award Winning Quilts and Their Makers.
Patricia Kell
Baytown, Texas
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The American Leadership Tradition: Moral Vision from Washington to
Clinton, Marvin Olasky (The Free Press, 1230 Avenue of the Americas,
New York, NY, 10020), 1999. Contents, Biblio.. III us. Index. P. 298.
$25.00. Hardcover.
The American Leadership Tradition examines relevant issues. Do
religious views or sexual practices relate to public political decisions? Is one's
moral conduct a strictly private matter?
Olasky, a distinguished professor of journalism at the University of
Texas, considered the careers of presidents Washington, Jefferson, Jackson,
Lincoln, Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, Kennedy, and
Clinton, plus significant leaders Henry Clay, Booker Washington. and John
Rockefeller. Other prominent personalities were mentioned, and a more
detailed analysis of William Jennings Bryan would have improved the book.
Olasky correctly noted that Washington set the standards for the American
leadership. Was Jackson our nation's most Bible-based nineteenth century
president? The author answered yes. Cleveland received a clear picture of
morality, but not his rival Benjamin Harrison, a Christian who chose only
Christians in his original cabinet.
Moral vision had mixed results. It did not guarantee success for Wilson
or Carter. Yet, Franklin Roosevelt's confidence, partly resulting from the
"theology of a toothless God" (p.231), benefited America. With potential to be
a great president. Kennedy's morality restricted his achievements. A
successful economy and the lowering of leadership standards contributed to
public acceptance of Clinton's presidency.

The American Leadership Tradition reminds us that we live in glass
houses. Private life fonns the basis for public life; these interrelate rather than
have separate existences. If we earnestly seek the truth about human actions
done in the past, morality is significant. By emphasizing morality's
importance with prudence and high professional history standards, Olasky
contributes significantly to future historical writing. Within the scope of
legitimate differences, discussion about religious beliefs and sexual
immorality in explaining why people act may be this book's greatest
significance. Although a diffficult challenge, our history will improve. Olasky
invites us to reconsider historian and American leader Theodore Roosevelt's
advice that "the greatest historian should also be a good moralist" (p. xix).
Stimulating, interesting reading, The American Leadership Tradition is a
major contribution to United States history.
Irvin M. May Jr.
Blinn College- Bryan
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Letters to Lithopolis: From O. Henry to Mabel Wagnalls, William Sidney
Porter (Eakin Press, P. O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 1999.
1922. P.63 $14.95. Paperback.

The Friends of the O. Henry Museum in Austin, Texas, issued the second
edition of Letters to Lithopolis on the occasion of naming The 0, Henry House
and Museum as the first Texas Literary Landmark. Mabel Wagnalls wrote to
O. Henry after she had read his story, "Roads to Destiny." She was fa!'lcinated
that anyone would sign a work simply "0. Henry" and was intent on learning
more about him. Letters contains the correspondence from O. Henry in New
York City to Miss Wagnalls, who was visiting in her grandmother's hometown
of Lithopolis, Ohio, a village of 350 people. O. Henry's letters indicate his
curiosity about the village and Miss Wagnall's acquaintances there, but they
also reveal colorful descriptions of O. Henry's past life in Texas. He had
moved from North Carolina to Texas while he was a young man. He worked
on a ranch, later moved to Houston where he worked for a newspaper, and then
bought a newspaper in Austin; he did most of the writing and illustrations
himself. Letters contains sketches of Lithopolis as O. Henry imagined it.
In his correspondence, O. Henry comments about literature and writing:
"1 have much more respect for a man who brands cattle than for one who
writes pieces for the printer" (p_ 3), and "There ought to be a law reserving
literature for one-legged veterans and women with nine children to write. Men
ought to have the hard work to do-they ought to read the stuff" (p. 8).
This little volume is a collectable, limited edition that should be included
in any O. Henry enthusiast's library_
Sarah Jackson
Stephen F. Austin State University

Storyville, USA, Dale Peterson (University of Georgia Press, 330 Research
Dr., Athens, GA 30602-4901) 1999. Contents. Map. Acknowledgments.
P. 299. $25.95. Hardcover.

Relating adventures in breezy, pun-fined strokes, Dale Peterson takes a
whimsical American odyssey to fifty-clght destlnationr-:;-thrce in East Texas.
He defines a Storyville as "a place whose name you find on a map...and you
say to yourself: Now what is the story behind that name'?"
Starting point for these onomastic wanderings was, appropriately, Start,
Louisiana. No time was wasted in reaching East Texas for stops in Uncertain,
Cut and Shoot, and Humble.
Peterson never seeks documented origins_ Instead, he is an imaginative
investigator of landscapes and lifestyles, asking the first stranger in a
Storyville about the name. He learns that a town clerk completing a form
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before anyone was sure of the name wrote, "Uncertain." He lingered there
long enough to capture the aura of Caddo Lake, but he missed the four
accounts of the name typically reported by historians. In Cut and Shoot, the
town marshal spun the standard tale of a church squabble with knives and
guns. Peterson "fumbled right past Humble." Denied a chance to explore the
name, Peterson headed for West Texas and Noodle, lamenting, "And so, with
the highways crissing and crossing and me fussing and cussing, our little
expedition rumbled from Humble to proud to terrifying, and old Highway 59
became like a python swallowing a very big pig."
With four Storyvilles, Texas leads other states in the lower forty-eight.
Although five Alaska Storyvilles appear, the final one, Roads End, was
transferred there from California and used as the northernmost point in this
affectionate tribute to America.
Fred Tarpley
Hawkins, Texas
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